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How to Unlock Digital Markets Act (DMA) Features
In Windows

Windows gives users in European Economic Area (EEA) countries great control over default features to comply
with the Digital Markets Act (DMA).

Windows gives users in European Economic Area (EEA) countries great control over default features to comply
with the Digital Markets Act (DMA). Thisincludes uninstalling default Windows apps and not automatically
signing in to Microsoft apps. The great thing is, with alittle tweaking, you can enjoy the same control over
Windows features no matter where you are in the world. Let's see how you can unlock DMA featuresin
Windows system-wide!

What arethe DM A featuresin Windows?

The main goal of the DMA isto ensure that the digital marketplace remains fair and competitive. Since
Microsoft has a number of featuresin Windows that favor its products over those of its competitors, they have
had to make changes to comply with the DMA. Here are some of the notable changes that EEA users will have
exclusive access to.

1. Uninstall default Windows apps : Core Windows apps like Microsoft Edge , Photos App, Windows
Store, etc. can be uninstalled using the regular Uninstall function.
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1. Manage default browser : The "Set default” option will set the selected browser to all supported link and
file types. Windows will also not show pop-ups/banners to switch back to Edge.

2. Third-party providersfor Windows Search : You can add third-party search providers to Windows
Search to see results.

3. Don't automatically sign in to Microsoft apps : Unless you sign in yourself, Windows won't sign you
into all apps like Bing, Edge, Start feed, etc. when you sign in with a Microsoft account.
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4. Clearly mark apps: Windows will clearly mark system apps and third-party apps in Windows Search to
differentiate.

If you want these and many other Windows features that are limited to the EEA, here are two ways to enable
them.

Manually enable DM A featuresin Windows

For the best control, you should manually enable these features by editing the
"IntegratedServicesRegionPolicySet" JSON file in Windows. Thisfile controls the deployment of region-based
features. Y ou can add your PC's region to it to enable region-restricted features. Here's how:

First, you need to get your hands on the JSON file you want to edit. While you can do this yourself, I'll use a
PowerShell command to make it easier. Search for "powershell" in Windows Search, right-click on Windows
Power Shell , and select Run as administrator . Here, run the following command:

takeown /f "C W ndowsSystenB2l nt egrat edServi cesRegi onPol i cySet.json" icacls "C W

Change the "Username" part to your actual username in Windows, for example "Karrar:(F)". If Windowsis
installed on a drive other than C, change the letter C in the command to the drive letter where Windowsis
installed.

Now goto" C:WindowsSystem32" , find the file" I ntegr atedSer vicesRegionPolicySet.json" , right click on
the file and select Open with -> Notepad .
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Here you will find the features listed with their name, default state, and region. In the enabled/disabled region
section of each feature, you will need to add your computer's 2-letter region code in quotation marks and



separate it with acomma. For example, if your computer's region is the United States, add " US" to the
beginning or end of the region, separated by a comma. Similarly, India or Singapore, would be " IN" or " SG".

iemas/ IntegratedservicesRegionPolicySet.Schema.1.1.@.json™,

“: “gdge is uninstallable.",
"{1bca278a-5d11-4acf-ad2f-foabed7f93a6}",
State”: "enabled”,

"$comment”: “User can disable web search.”,
"guid”: "{6@02ce31-b8e7-4f82-820¢-2b92e716ab76)",
“defaultstate”: “"disabled”,

: {

Features with multiple EU countries are EEA-specific. Some features are enabled/disabled for other countries,
such as China or Russia. Be careful not to add your region to those features (unless you want them too).

When done, click File -> Save and restart your computer for the changes to take effect.

Use Wintoys app to automatically enable DM A features

If you want to automate the process, you can aso use the popular Wintoys app that enables Digital Markets Act
features with a single toggle. This app does the same thing by adding the PC region to all DMA featuresin the
IntegratedServicesRegionPolicySet file. However, unlike the manual method, you cannot control which features
are enabled/disabled because it appliesto all of them.

Launch the Wintoys application, click on the Tweaks tab in the left panel and expand the System section. Here,
enablethe Digital Markets Act toggle . You will have to restart your PC for the changes to take effect.

It is possible that these changes will be reset if a new Windows update resets the
IntegratedServicesRegionPolicySet file or if you reset Windows . It is recommended that you make a copy of
thisfile and back it up locally or in the cloud for easy replacement later.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Unlock Digital Markets Act (DMA) Featuresin Windows' edited
by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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