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How to uninstall old drivers on Windows 10

Windows 10 can automatically update the new driver for the device, but it does not delete the old driver. To
remove the old driver, read how to uninstall the old driver on Windows 10 below the following article.

Drivers are important components of Windows, they tell the operating system how to operate computer hardware
devices. Windows 10 can automatically update the new driver for the device, but it does not delete the old driver.
If you want, here's how to remove the old driver.

1. When do you need to delete old drivers?

Windows 10 comes with areliable driver database from Microsoft and third-party vendors. The Windows
system stores all the things related to your driversinside the DriverStore folder. Its exact location is:
%SystemRoot%/System32/DriverStore

Sincethefilesin this directory are important for system operation, you should not changeit.

Over time, Windows will continuously install drivers for new hardware, as well as update the latest versions for
current devices. However, it does not delete old drivers, making them take up some of your disk space. So we
need to do some way to delete the old driver.

2. Clean up old driverswith Storage Sense

Windows 10 has a Storage Sense feature that can automatically delete unnecessary files from the system drive.
Y ou can also schedule the cleaning process to keep the system tidy.

Step 1: Open Settings by pressing Windows + I. Or click the gear icon on the Start screen.
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Step 2: Go to System.
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Step 3: Switch to the Storage tab in the left column. In the right pane, click Configure Storage Sense or run it
NOW.

Storage

Find a setting el Storage Sense can automatically free up space by getting rid of files
you don't need, like temporary files and content in your recycle bin.

System ® On

L Display

il l:ocal Disk (C:) - 111'GB

Notifications & actions

= ow your storage is used and how you can free up space.
Focus assist ¥ 9 ¥ PSP

Apps & features 30.0 GB
Power & sleep

Step 4: Scroll to the bottom of the window and select Clean now.

Temporary Files

+/ Delete temporary files that my apps aren't using

Delete files in my recycle bin if they have been there for over:

30 days

Delete files in my Downloads folder if they haven't been opened for more than:

Never

Free up space now

If you're low on space, we can try to clean up files now using the settings on this page.

Clean now

Thiswill automatically scan for unnecessary files, including old drivers that are no longer in use.



Free up space now

If you're low on space, we can try to clean up files now using the settings on this page.

Cleaning up files. This may take a few minutes

3. Use Disk Cleanup

Step 1: Press Windows + R to open the Run dialog >> type cleanmgr.

L Run -y

= Type the name of a program, folder, document or Internet
== rescurce, and Windows will open it for you.

e

Open: cleanmgr e

QK Cancel Browse...

Step 2: Disk Cleanup window will open in C drive, if you save Windows in another drive, or select it. When the
correct system drive is selected, press OK.

Disk Clean-up : Drive Selection X

Select the drive you want to clean up.

Drives:

OK Exit

Step 3: Disk Clean-up window appears, click Clean up system files and allow it to run as administrator.



== Disk Clean-up for [C:) X

Disk Clean-up
E ., You can use Disk Clean-up to free up to 2.24 GB of disk
1 gpace on {C:).
Files to delete:
[ ! Downloaded Program Files
ﬁ Temporary Intemet Files 64 MB
[]| | Windows emor reports and feedback di... 201 KB
[[] | | Direct Shader Cache 129 KB
[ ]| | Delivery Optimisation Files 253ME o,
Total amourt of disk space you gain: - 1431 MB
Description

Downloaded Program Files are ActiveX controls and Java applets
downloaded automatically from the Intemet when you view certain
pages. They are temporarily stored in the Downloaded Program
Files folder on your hard disk.

YWiew Files

: qi' Clean up system files

oK | Cancel

Step 4: The system cleaning components will appear, here you tick Device driver packages and click OK.



o= Disk Clean-up for [C:) X
Disk Clean-up

= You can use Disk Clean-up to free up to 11.6 GB of disk
gpace on {C:).

Eiles to delete:
102GB &
0 bytes
g : 0 bvtes
™ ‘? Microgoft Office Temporary Files 2h& KB
[] 4] Recycle Bin 185GB .,
Total amount of disk space you gain: 145 MB

Description

Windows keeps copies of all installed updates from Windows
Update, even after installing newer versions of updates. Windows
Update clean-up deletes or compresses older versions of updates
that are no longer needed and taking up space. (You might need
ta restart your computer )

Cancel

4. Uninstall Old Drivers Using Power Shell

Just download and run the script below in PowerShell, you can uninstall old drivers quickly.
Step 1: Download the following PowerShell script: Insert file.

Step 2: Press Windows + X and amenu will appear in the lower left corner, select Windows PowerShell
(Admin).
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Device Manager
Network Connections
Disk Management
Computer Management
Windows PowerShell
e R ]
Windows PowerShell (Admin}
Task Manager
Settings

File Explorer

Search

Step 3: When the PowerShell window appears, enter the following command to allow the running of the external
script.

Set-ExecutionPolicy -Scope Process -ExecutionPolicy Bypass

¢ the new cro

If the current state of accessis[N] No. Please enter Y and Enter to agree.
Step 4: Next, run the following command to open the script file in PowerShell.
C:/Users/username/Downloads/driver_cleanup.psl

Remember to replace 'username’ with the correct user folder on your computer. Y ou can find it by opening File
Explorer and navigating to C:/Users.
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File Home Share
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B pubic
B trant




After entering the command file, the system will automatically delete the old driver.
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The above are ssmple ways to help you uninstall old drivers on your computer to free up space. Hope you are
succesful.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to uninstall old driverson Windows 10" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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