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How to type long dash (em dash) on Windows or
Mac

You want to type a long dash '—', called em dash on your Windows PC or Mac, but can't find it on the keyboard
at all, so what to do?

You want to type a long dash '—', called em dash on your Windows PC or Mac, but can't find it on the keyboard
at all, so what to do? Let's find out right below.

What is em dash?

The em dash (-) is a special type of dash, longer than the regular dash (-), and is mainly used to replace the role
of commas, colons or parentheses based on context. Em dashes will help the conversation or text become more
vivid according to the context, while still maintaining the flow of the sentence.

The origin of the name 'em' is also relatively complicated. It originates from a term in physical printing, where
'em' is essentially the maximum height an individual letter can have in the font at its current size.

How to type em dash on Windows

On Windows 10 and 11, there are a few different methods for you to type an em dash. Here are the two easiest
ways:

1. Alt + 0151 : Using a keyboard with a dedicated number pad, make sure Num Lock is on. Then, hold down
the Alt key and quickly type the numbers 0151 on the numeric keypad. When you release the Alt key, an
em dash will appear.

2. Use the Emoji Menu : First, open the emoji menu by pressing Windows + Period ('.') on your keyboard.
When the menu pops up, click the icon button, which looks like a capital letter on Windows 10 and four
small squiggly characters on Windows 11. In the Emoji menu, scroll down and select the em dash from the
list. .
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How to type em dash on Mac

Entering em dashes on a Mac is also very simple. On the text field, you just need to press the key combination
Shift + Option + Minus sign ('-') on the keyboard. The em dash will immediately appear.

Hope this article is useful to you.

You finished reading the article "How to type long dash (em dash) on Windows or Mac" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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