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How to turn sensitive content alerts on and off on
iPhone

The sensitive content warning feature on iPhones is a useful tool that helps users, especially children and
teenagers, better protect themselves from the risks of using social media or messaging.

In recent iOS updates , Apple has added a special feature to enhance user control and security.

 

That's the Sensitive Content Warning feature. It's a tool that helps users, especially children and teenagers, avoid
direct exposure to sensitive images or videos, particularly from strangers, and enhances safety when using
iPhones online. Below is how to enable the Sensitive Content Warning feature on your iPhone.

How to use the feature

The Sensitive Content Warning works by analyzing multimedia content (images, videos) before displaying it.
When it detects content that may contain pornographic or nude elements, the system will blur or temporarily
hide it. Users can choose to view the content if they wish, or report it directly to Apple for action.

 

To enable this feature on your iPhone, follow these simple steps:

Turn it on in Privacy & Security.

Step 1: Open the Settings app .
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Step 2: Select Privacy & Security.





Step 3: Scroll down and tap on Sensitive Content Warning .





 

Step 4: Turn on the main switch, then customize:

1. Messages : Hide sensitive content in iMessage and SMS.
2. Safari : Blurs sensitive images in web search results.
3. FaceTime (from iOS 18): Pauses audio/video if inappropriate content is detected during a video call.





Enable it in each app.

Step 1: With the Settings app still selected, scroll to the bottom and select Apps.





 

Step 2: Select the app you want to enable the sensitive alert feature for. These apps include Messages,
FaceTime, Contacts, Albums, etc.





Step 3: Enable the Sensitive Content Warning feature.





 

Step 4: Here you can also choose from the applications mentioned above.





Once activated, this feature will run in the background without significantly impacting performance. For
example, if you receive a message containing nude photos, you will see a "Sensitive content" notification with
the option to "View" or "Report". If you choose to report, Apple will use anonymized data to improve its AI
algorithm, ensuring privacy.

How to turn off sensitive content alerts on FaceTime

Previously, Apple's sensitive content alert feature only worked for Contacts, Messages, AirDrop, and shared
photo albums. However, in iOS 26 and later, this feature has been extended to FaceTime video calls. Users can
now adjust and enable or disable sensitive content alerts on FaceTime if they wish.

How to turn off sensitive alert messages on FaceTime

Step 1:

We access Settings on the iPhone , then tap on Privacy & Security . On the new interface, tap on Sensitive
Content Alerts .







 

Step 2:

You will then see a list of apps that are in sensitive content alert mode; simply turn off the sensitive content
alert for FaceTime .







Step 3:

If you want to disable the sensitive content warning feature for all apps , including FaceTime, simply turn
off the Sensitive Content Warning option at the top.





Advantages of this feature

This feature offers several practical benefits. First, it protects privacy : It helps prevent sextortion attacks by
concealing harmful content from the outset, reducing the risk of accidental exposure. According to Apple, over
90% of sensitive content is accurately detected thanks to its on-device machine learning model – meaning it
processes data on the device and doesn't send it to a server.

Secondly, parental support : In conjunction with Screen Time, parents can set up alerts for their children,
helping to educate them about online safety without manual intervention. This is especially important in
Vietnam, where the rate of exposure to harmful content on social media is increasing.

Third, seamless integration : No third-party apps required, saving battery and data. In the context of iOS 26
(2025), the feature will also extend to AirDrop, automatically rejecting sensitive files from strangers.

Disadvantages

Despite its advanced features, the function still has some limitations. False positive detection errors : The AI ??
can confuse artistic content (such as nude paintings) with pornography, leading to unnecessary warnings.
According to user reviews on Apple forums, the false positive rate is approximately 5-10% in non-English
languages.

Secondly, the scope is limited : Currently, it only applies to some core Apple applications and does not fully
cover third-party apps like Instagram or TikTok . Users must rely on the individual settings of each app to add
protection.

Finally, performance impact : On older devices (like the iPhone 11), continuous AI processing can slightly
increase battery drain (around 2-3%), even with Apple's optimizations.

Which applications does this feature affect?

As mentioned above, this feature primarily affects system applications:

1. Messages : Hide/blur sensitive photos/videos in conversations, supports both iMessage and SMS/MMS.



2. FaceTime : Starting with iOS 18, pause calls if inappropriate content is detected, providing protection
during video calls.

3. AirDrop and Share : Reject or warn when receiving sensitive files from nearby devices.

While it doesn't directly affect third-party apps, this feature encourages users to enable similar functionality in
Twitter/X or WhatsApp. In the future, Apple may expand it to other apps like Files and Mail.

In summary, Sensitive Content Alert is a major step forward for Apple in building a secure ecosystem. With its
superior security and ease of use, it's worth enabling today, although you may need to monitor updates to fix any
shortcomings. If you're concerned about online privacy, this is the essential "shield" for your iPhone.

You finished reading the article "How to turn sensitive content alerts on and off on iPhone" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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