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How to turn an image into transparent with GIMP

Install the free GIMP image editor and you can learn how to turn the blue sky into red and make a normal apple
become special in blue just by clicking on a button.

Transparent effects may not be interesting until you discover how using them will make your image interesting.
Install the free GIMP image editor and you can learn how to turn the blue sky into red and make a normal apple
become special in blue just by clicking on a button. Many digital images contain information that determines the
transparency and color of the image. By using GIMP to manipulate transparency information, you can make a
color in an image transparent and replace it with adifferent color.

Create transparent color

1. Launch GIMP and open a color image that you want to make transparent.

2. Click " Color" from the menu bar and select " Color to Alpha". The Color to Alpha dialog box opens and
shows a small preview of the image. The Color to Alpha feature allows you to select a color in your image and
make it transparent. This window has a" From" box below the preview image. This text box contains a color
you want to make transparent. There are several waysto put a color in that text box.
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3. Right-click on the '"From' box and you will see a menu containing the following options: Foreground Color,
Background Color, Black and White . Y ou can click on one of these options if you want to make one of those
colors transparent. The background and foreground colors are the colors you see at the end of the Toolbox
window .
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4. Click the" From" text box and GIMP open the Color to Alpha Color Picker window. This window displays
colors and allows you to click on the color you want to make transparent.
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5. Choose the color you want to make transparent with one of these methods. For example, if you want to select
acolor from the Color to Helpful Color Picker window, click the " From" text box and click one of the colors
in the Color to Helpful Color Picker dialog box and click "OK". GIMP will make the selected color
transparent.

Check transparency

1. Click the "Layer" button at the top of GIMP's main window and select " New Layer" to open the New
Layer window . Click " OK" to create anew layer. GIMP places new layers on your original image.

2. Press " Ctrl + L " to open the Layers window if you don't see it. The Layers window contains a list of
vertical layers that exist in your image. Each layer appears as a thumbnail. The new layer you added appears at
the top of the list. Your original image, also a layer, appears below that new layer. Layers are like glass panels
that contain images. If you overlap them, the layers near the bottom of the list will only be able to see through
any transparent areas of the layers above them.

3. Click and drag the new layer that you created so that it is below your original image layer. This changes the
placement order and makes the new layer appear below your original image layer.

4. Click on the new layer to select it. Scroll to the Toolbox window and click the " Foreground” square color at
the bottom of the window to open the Change Foreground Color window. Click one of the colors you seein
the Change Foreground Color dialog window and then click " OK™ to close that window.

5. Click on the " Bucket Fill" tool in the Toolbox window and move to the canvas containing the new layer.
Click on the layer to color it with the color you have chosen. For example, if you selected green, GIMP will fill
the new layer with green. Note that the color you selected is viewed through the transparent areas of the original
image. This happens because you made those areas transparent. Since your original image is on a layer with its
own color, you'll see the new layer's color through the transparent areas in your original image.



Advice

The Color to Alpha dialog box alows you to select a color or one of the options in the drop-down menu, such
as the Foreground Color and Background color. However, you may want to choose a more accurate color. Do
this by clicking on the " Color Picker" tool in the Toolbox window and then clicking on a color in the image
you want to make transparent. When you do this, you'll set the foreground color to the color you selected. You
can then right-click on the " From" text box in the Color to Alpha window and select " Foreground Color" .
When you click " OK" , GIMP makes that color transparent.

If you don't see the T oolbox window , press 'Windows' and then click "New Toolbox'.
Good luck!
See more:

1. Let your photos 'shine’ with GIMP's background change feature
2. A full guide to editing photosin GIMP
3. How to use Paintbrush in GIMP

Y ou finished reading the article "How to turn an image into transpar ent with GIMP" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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