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How to turn awebsite into a Mac application with
Epichrome

If you are aMac user and want a desktop application for your favorite web application, Epichrome can help you
turn your web application into a standalone application on a Mac.

Some people think that we are living in the web 2.0 era, where services like Gmail, Facebook, Flipboard or
Pandora should be considered instead of websites. That's because they really do have something, not just
providing static information like normal websites. Most web services have their own mobile applications, but
desktop applications are another story. Many services must rely on their own websites to serve computer users.

If you are a Mac user and want a desktop application for your favorite web application, Epichrome can help you
turn your web application into a standalone application on aMac.

Epichrome, Fliud and browser for a certain page SSB

The most common name in the SSB field on a Mac is Fluid, but in this article, well try Epichrome. There are
several browser utilities that only work on Chrome and Epichrome built on Google's Chrome engine.
Meanwhile, Fluid is Safari's WebKit-based product. We also understand that Google's service will work better
on Google's browser.

Creating a browser for a given page means that you can create an application from awebsite and install it on that
page. This way will help the main Chrome browser not be filled with utilities (which are only useful for one or
two websites). For example, you can create an SSB for Gmail and install Gmail-related utilities on it. Fewer
utilities also mean that the browsing experience will be lighter, faster, and consume less computer resources.

An SSB aso manages cookies, settings settings separately from the main browser. Thus, you can open more than
one Instagram account at the same time if you want.

How to set up SSB

Previously, Chrome-based SSB creation would need to work with Shell Script scripts and Terminal commands.
But thanks to Epichrome, things will be much simpler now. After downloading and installing the app, open up
and try creating with the Flipboard app.
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Install Epichrome on Mac

Step 1: Open Epichrome and select OK to continue.
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Click OK to select a name and location for the
éﬁéﬁ app.
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Open the application and select OK

Step 2: Enter the application name and its location.

Choose File Name

Select name and location for the app.

Save As:  Flipboard |~
Tags:
Where: | [ Applications

Cancel Save

Name the application



Step 3: Select the name that will appear on the menu bar. To avoid confusion, select the name you used in the
previous step.

Step 2 of 7

— Enter the app name that should appear in the
::?i'ﬁ menu bar (16 characters or less).

Flipboard

Sect the name that will appear on the Menu bar

Step 4: When the application asks to select App Windows or Browser Tab, select App Windows if you want
to open anew white window and Brower Tabsif you want to use the same interface as the regular browser.
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Choose App Style:

APP WINDOW - The app will display an app-style
window with the given URL. (This is ordinarily what
you'll want.)
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BROWSER TABS - The app will display a full browser
window with the given tabs.

App Window Browser Tabs Back

Choose how to open a new window or tab

Step 5: Enter the URL of the application you want to open. As a browser app register means that the web
application will treat your application as a browser.
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Choose URL:
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| https:/fwww.flipboard.com

Back

Enter the URL you want to open
Step 6: Select Yesto select your own icon or select No to use the default icon.

Step 7: Thefinal step isto confirm by selecting Create.

Ste_p 7of 7

ol Ready to create!
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‘% App: Flipboard.app

Menubar Mame: Flipboard

Path: /Applications

Style: App Window

URL: https://www.flipboard.com
Register as Browser: No

lcon: <default>

Complete the SB creation process

Now that you've turned your favorite web application into a desktop application, try opening it.



Success!
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- (A companion extension, Epichrome Helper, will
automatically install when the app is first launched. If
it installs successfully, its options page will open and
display a welcome message.)

g\ﬁ Created Epichrome app "Flipboard".

" Launch Now Reveal in Finder Quit

Open the newly created application
A few other customizations
There are afew other customization options that you need to do the first time you open the application. Y ou will

be asked which link to open in the application and the link by default browser. Add links and choose what the
app will do with those links. Then confirm by saving the list again.

@ Epichrome Helper Options

Rules for handling links in this a

W MNever redirect domain-relative links that would open in the same tab

GCustom Rules - if a link...

And woukd
Matches this pattern: apen in: Then open it with: (Del / add)
19 Either - This app -
If a link doesn't match any rule, open it with: | This app b

Stop further handling for links sent to default browser (check this if links sent to
defauit browser are eroneously also opening in this app)

Rules for handling incoming links fram other apps
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Add links and manipulate links



If a link doesn't match any rule, open it with: | This app -

Stop further handling for links sent 1o default browser (check this if inks sent to
default browser are erroneously also opaning in this app)

Rules for handling incoming links from other apps

Sand incoming links to the main window instead of a new tab

Main window type

‘You can switch the main window between app-style and tab-style (in case you need access
to the address bar or toolbar). You can use the context menu (right click anywhere on the
page), or the following hot keys:

« In app-style window: 38-L or ¥-O-L
= In tab-style window: #-{-L

Note that the page itself must have focus for these hot-keys 1o work. If you have text selected
in the address bar, for instance, they won't work.

Save Reset to Default Import Export Changes not yet saved...

Save the newly created list

From now on, you can use the application you want in the browser, but like a standal one standal one application
from the main browser.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to turn a website into a M ac application with Epichrome" edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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