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How to Trim Spray Foam

Spray foam is really convenient for you to use since it expandsto fill in gaps, but there may be times when you
accidentally apply too much. If you have foam that bubbles out, it could have an unsightly appearance or make it
difficult to...

Method 1 of 2:

Cutting Small Pieces of Spray Foam

1.

Wait until the foam cures completely before trimming it. Check the curing time on the spray foam's
packaging so you know how long it needs to set, which is usually between 12—-24 hours. Allow the foam to
expand completely and harden before you start working with it. Test the foam after 12 hours by seeing if it
feelstacky. If the foam still feels alittle sticky, leave it alone to cure until it has a hard, smooth finish. 1
1. Different brands of spray foam have different curing processes. Be sure to check the instructions for
the one that you have.
Use a utility knife to score the edges of the foam if it'sin a corner. If you sprayed foam into a corner of
awall or along apiece of trim, it may be more difficult to trim down. Place your utility knife on one side
of the foam so it's flush against one side of the corner. Press the blade into the foam and slowly drag it
along its length. Move your knife blade to the other side of the corner and make another cut through the
foam so it falls off easier.[Z]
1. Becareful not to press the knife too deep into the foam since you could cut into the surface
underneath it and cause damage.
2. Always cut away from your body so you don't hurt yourself if the knife dlips.
Hold your utility knife on top of the foam soit's flush against the wall. Extend the blade so it'slong
enough to cut through the entire section of foam that's expanded out from the wall. Press the blade of your
knife against the foam's top edge so it lays flat against the wall or surface.[3]
1. Be careful not to apply too much pressure to the utility knife blade since they're usually segmented
and could break apart.

Tip: If you don't have a utility knife that's long enough, you can use a flush-cut saw that has a flexible
blade instead. Y ou can buy them from your local hardware store.

Saw straight through the foam to remove the excess. Slowly guide your blade along the entire length of
the foam piece you're cutting off. Try to keep the blade as flat against the wall as possible so you can
remove t[k!ﬁ: most foam. Keep dlicing the foam off in small pieces until it's completely flush with the rest of
the wall.

1. Throw away the excess pieces of spray foam with your regular trash.[®]
Try using a metal scraper if you can't cut through the foam easily. Place the blade of your metal
scraper against the top edge of the foam so it's flat against the surface. Apply afirm amount of pressure
and push {Q]e scraper through the foam. Keep using sharp downward thrusts with the scraper to get rid of
the foam.
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6.

1. Metal scraperswork best for rigid foam that's stuck on studs or are too large to cut with your knife.
Y ou can buy one from your local hardware store.
2. Becareful not to hold the metal scraper perpendicular to the surface, or else you may damage or cut
into it.
L evel the foam with the surface using a sanding block. Choose a fine sanding block so you smooth out
the surface without leaving scratch marks. Go over the surface using small circular motions to smooth out
any bits of foam that still stick out from the surface. Keep sanding until the foam looks perfectly flush with
the surface so you're able to finish over it.[]
1. You can buy sanding blocks from your local hardware store.

Method 2 of 2:

Using a Foam Saw for Wall Insulation

1.

Givethefoam about 24 hoursto harden and cure before cutting it. After spraying your foam, it will
expand to fill in any small gaps before it starts to harden. Leave the spray foam alone for at least 24 hours
so it hasachanceto set. Test if the foam feels tacky, and if it does, allowsit to continue curing until it has
ahard, smooth finish.[®]

1. Avoid cutting the foam before it finishes curing since you could damage the entire treatment.

Warning: Spray foam insulation creates toxic fumes when it's applied and while it's curing. If you need to
go back into the room before the foam cures, wear safety goggles, coveralls, disposable gloves, and a
ventilator to stay protected.[®]

Rent a foam saw from your local hardware or equipment store. Foam saws are power tools that have
long, flexible blades so you can cut all of the foam that extends past your wall studs. Contact afew local
hardware or equipment supply storesto seeif they have afoam saw that you can rent for the day. Compare
the rates and choose the option that you can best afford.
1. If you have areciprocating saw, you may be able to find blades made to cut through spray foam so
you don't have to buy a separate tool.
Choose the saw blade meant for the type of cell structureyour foam has. Y our spray foam will either
have an open-cell or closed-cell structure, which determines how well it blocks water and air. If you're
using indoor foam that's open-cell, it will be easier to work with since it doesn't harden compl etely.
Closed-cell foam completely blocks water and air and gets morerigid, so it will cause more friction on
your saw. Pick the appropriate saw blade for the foam you used before screwing it into the saw.[10]
1. You can buy foam saw blades online or at your local hardware store.
2. Avoid using the wrong type of blade on your foam since you could damage the saw or the
insulation.
3. Foam saw blades are usually around 18-27 inches (46—69 cm) long.
Hold the blade of the foam saw flush against the wall studs. Position the blade so it spans across 2 wall
studs so you can level off the foam between them. Start at the top of your wall so the piecesfall down
[e{als]i ly as you cut them. Keep the blade as flat against the studs as possible so you make the cleanest cut.
1. Keep your saw turned off while you're positioning the blade so you don't accidentally cut or damage
anything.
Guidethe saw down the height of the wall to cut the foam. Hold the handles on the side and back of the
saw to stabilize it before pulling the trigger to turn it on. Slowly move the blade down the wall, making
sureit stays tightly against the studs. When you reach the bottom of the wall, let go of the trigger to stop



the saw and let the foam pieces fall down.[12]

1. You do not need to wear goggles or a ventilator when you're working with cured foam.

2. Dispose of the foam pieces along with your regular garbage.

3. Beextremely careful when working with your saw since you could easily cut yourself and cause

seriousinjury.
6. Continuetrimming the foam from therest of your walls. Reposition the blade at the top of the wall

between the next 2 studs. Pull the trigger and work your way back down toward the floor to remove all of
the foam. K eep trimming back the foam between each of the studs so it's flush with them.[13]

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Trim Spray Foam" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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