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How to split MS-DOS hard drive (FDISK)?

If you want to use a stable and long-term Windows computer, the first thing you need to do is to have a good
hard drive partition. Good here means that the partition will meet your requirements when dividing data on each
specific disk partition.

If you want to use a stable and long-term Windows computer, the first thing you need to do is to have a "good"
hard drive partition. Good here means that the partition will meet your requirements when dividing data on each
specific disk partition.

In addition, this partition also allows you to apply security and privacy policies separately to the operating
system (with Windows 2000 or higher).

Although if you do not use FDISK, after installing Windows, you can still use Partition Magic software to divide
the hard drive; however, in some respects, this application cannot meet your requirements (such as unable to
properly divide the required size). Therefore, FDISK is still the easiest, effective and convenient choice for you.

1. Learn about Fdisk
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Fdisk is used to delete and create partitions on hard drives on previous MS-DOS and Windows versions.

2. What versions of Fdisk are available?

The fdisk command is an external command that is available on the Microsoft operating system.

With MS-DOS 3.3x and below, fdisk.com has been used just like external files. On MS-DOS 4.x and later
versions, including supported Windows versions fdisk.exe command as external files.

3. Syntax Fdisk

FDISK [/ STATUS] / X

Inside:

/ STATUS : Display partition information.

/ X: Use this command if:

1. Cannot access a drive on DOS versions prior to version 7.
2. Disk access error.
3. Stack overflow error.
4. Large amount of data corruption.
5. Add drive letter.



4. Some Fdisk commands

- FDISK / MBR command: Use this command to rewrite the Master Boot Record.

- FDISK / CMBR command: Restore Master Boot Record on a specific drive. Perform the same functions as
FDISK / MBR, however when using FDISK / CMBR command, you can use on other drives.

- FDISK 1 / PRI command: 100: Create a partition of 100 MB DOS on the hard drive.

- FDISK 1 / EXT: 500 command: Create a 500MB meg extended DOS partition on the hard drive.

- FDISK command 1 / LOG: 250 : Create a 250 MB Logical drive on the hard drive.

- FDISK / Q command: Prevent Fdisk from automatically starting the system after exiting fdisk.

- FDISK / STATUS command: Display current hard disk status.

- FDISK / ACTOK command: FDISK compartment does not check the integrity of the drive to create a faster
drive.

- FDISK / FPRMT command: Block FAT32 format support messages and allow FDISK to use FAT32 format
on drives smaller than 540 MB. By default FDISK does not use FAT32 format on any drive with a capacity of
less than 540MB.

5. MS-DOS hard drive division steps (FDISK)

Boot the system from drive A, from the prompt in DOS, type the command: fdisk

The system will then display as follows:

FDISK Options

Current fixed disk drive: 1

Hãy ch?n m?t c?a sau:

1. Create DOS partition or Logical DOS Drive

2. Set the active partition

3. Delete partition or Logical DOS Drive

4. Display partition information

5. Change disk drive fixed current

Enter choice: [1]

Note:



- Create DOS partition or Logical DOS Drive: Create an area on the disk (can be part or whole) and create a
logical drive for Dos to use.

In this section, there are the following subsections:

T?o DOS phân vùng hay Logical DOS Drive

Current fixed disk drive: 1

Hãy ch?n m?t c?a sau:

1. Create Primary DOS Partition

2. Create Extended DOS Partition

3. Create Logical DOS Drive (s) in the Extended Partition Partition

* Item 1: First, you need to create a Primary DOS Partition (option 1). This area is characterized by only one
drive that has the entire space space and only this drive is allowed to boot. If you leave the volume for this drive
(100%) then FDISK will complete and you will have only one drive. I'm sure, few of you want to choose this
option, so what we need to do is to divide the volume of this drive. You can choose about 30-40% from the
prompt.

For example, your hard drive's full capacity is 40GB and when you divide 40% for Primary DOS Partition drive
(default will be Csmile_image drive, then the volume after dividing will be 16GB.

After configuring the specific size for this area, go to section 2.

* Item 2: This section is for creating an extra disk space for Dos. Capacity is the space left of the physical drive
or only partially if you want to reserve a separate area out of Dos's control (for other operating systems) called
Non Dos. This extended Dos area will contain all the Logic drives that you want to create and you proceed to
create them using Section 3.

In addition, there is a note to this item that if you select all the remaining disk space (100%), then after the split
you will have 2 all drives (in this case, C: and Dsmile_image) If you want one more drive (Esmile_image, you
need to specify a specific size (50% for example).

When creating a logical drive, you should not create too much (preferably 2) because the free space will be
scattered on each logical drive making it difficult to install large programs. Also, if you have multiple physical
drives, you need to be aware of how to assign Dos's Logic drive names as follows:

Dos names in alphabetical order and assigns to the Primary (Pri) area on each previous physical drive (in the
order of the physical drive) then comes the Logic drives on the Extension area of ??each drive in order.
Example: There are 2 physical drives, on the master drive (1) dividing 1 Pri, 2 Logic, on the Slave drive (2)
divided as drive 1. They will be assigned the following name: drive 1 has C (Pri ), E, ??F (Logic), drive 2 has D
(Pri), G, H (Logic). The naming order is important if negligence will lead to incorrect formatting of the drive.

The remaining choices are in the FDISK Options section



- Set active partition (option 2 in FDISK Options): Specify the drive to be booted. As a rule of Dos, only the
drive in Pri Partition is allowed to activate (the Csmile_image drive. This section is only used when you do not
allow the Pri partition to occupy the entire physical disk space.

- Delete partition or Logical DOS Drive: Delete what you created in item 1. According to Dos rules, the deletion
process must be the opposite of the creation process, meaning that the first created must be deleted last and vice
versa .

There are sub-categories in this section:

Xóa DOS phân vùng hay Logical DOS Drive

Current fixed disk drive: 3

Hãy ch?n m?t c?a sau:

1. Delete Primary DOS Partition

2. Delete Extended DOS Partition

3. Delete Logical DOS Drive (s) in the Extended Partition Partition

4. Delete Non-DOS Partition

In this section you must proceed from the bottom up to the top ie proceeding in the order of 4,3,2,1.

- Display partition information : Displays the current status of the hard drive. This section should be selected
first to avoid the wrong drive operation.

- Change current fixed disk drive: Select the physical drive to operate.

Attention:

When you FDISK on any hard drive (logical or physical) all data on that drive will be erased. FDISK is only
used for hard drives, you cannot FDISK floppy drives. Also, after FDISK is done, you should also format the
hard drive before proceeding to install Win.

Refer to some of the following articles:

1. How to recover data from "Ghost" hard drive (or image) error / mistake

1. Instructions on how to create a RAM drive on Windows

1. Troubleshooting System Restore does not work on Windows 10/8/7

Good luck!

You finished reading the article "How to split MS-DOS hard drive (FDISK)?" edited by the TipsMake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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