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How to Sign a Painting

Adding a signature to your painting will make it easier for people to identify you as the artist, even after your
painting has been sold and moved around. The signature on your painting should be legible and clear without
being a...

Part 1 of 3:

Coming up with Your Signature

l] .

Sign your painting with your full name or last name. Avoid signing with your initials or amonogram
or people may not be able to identify you as the artist. Even if some people recognize your initials or

monogram now, other people might not, and your painting could eventually become unidentifiable if your
full or last nameisn't on it.l4]
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Useasignaturethat'seasy to read. If people can't read your signature, they won't be able to identify you
asthe artist. It's true that some famous artists have illegible signatures, but they can get away with it
because alot of peoplein the art world are familiar with them. If ]your signature isillegible, future owners
of your painting will have a hard time finding out who you arel2
1. Practice signing alegible signature on a piece of paper. Then, show afew friends and ask if they can
read it. If they can't, work on making it easier to read.

Usethe same signature on all of your paintings. That way people will start to recognize your signature
overtime, which will make your artwork easier to identify. If your signature is always different, people
might not realize your paintings were made by the same artist. If you don't like the signature you've used
in the past, come up with a new one now and useit on al your future painti ngs.[3]



Avoid using an eye-catching signature. A signature that is too bold can take away from the rest of your
painting. Y our signature should be noticeable enough that people looking for it can find it, but not so

noticeable that it's the first thing people's eyes are drawn to. An easy way to make your signature blend in
isto paint it using a color that appears alot in your painting.[4]

Part 2 of 3:

Choosing a Spot to Sign

Sign in a bottom corner of your painting if you want a traditional signature. Y ou can sign in the left
or right bottom corner, although signing in the right bottom corner is more common. If you do sign in the
bottom corner, place your signature 1-2 inches (2.5-5.1 cm) from the edge of your painting. That way if
your painting is framed, your signature won't be covered up.[®]



Sign somewher e inside of the painting if you want a less obvious signature. Y ou could place your
signature inside of an object in your painting, or have it going vertically up the side of something. If you
do place your signature inside of your painting, make sure it blendsin by keeping it small and using a
color that matches the colors around it.[6]
1. For example, if your painting features a bowl of apples, you could place your signature inside one of
the apples and paint it a shade of red so it blendsin.

Put your full name on the back if your signatureisn't your full name. Then people can check the back
of your painting for your full nameif you only have your last name on the front. Thiswill make it easier
for someone to identify you as the artist later on.[”]

Part 3 of 3:



Adding your Signature

Sign your painting right after you finish it. Thiswill help your signature blend in with the rest of your
painting. If you wait for your painting to dry before you sign it, your signature will stand out more and
look like it was added later on. Also, collectors prefer paintings where the signature was added at the time
the painting was finished because they are harder to forge.!8]

Sign your painting using the same medium you painted it with. Using the same medium will help your
signature blend in with the rest of your painting. Avoid using a different medium to sign your signature or
it could clash with your painting and look out of pl acel9]
1. For example, if you used watercolor paints to make your painting, you should use watercolor paints
to sign your signature.
2. If you made your painting with oil paints, you wouldn't want to paint your signature with acrylic
paint.



Add the year you made the painting to your signature. It will help you and future owners of your art
keep track of when it was painted. Right after you sign your name, put the year you made the painting. If
you don't want the year on the front, paint it on the back so people can reference it.[10]
1. You can abbreviate the year if you want. For example, instead of signing '2017," you could just put
'17.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Sign a Painting" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides.
Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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