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How to Show Hidden Filesin Windows 7

Windows 7 hides important folders and filesin order to keep users from modifying or deleting their files and

subsequently damaging their systems. Windows 7 does not show hidden files by default. For example, the
pagefile.sysfileisa...

Method 1 of 4:

Showing Hidden Filesin Windows 7 Using Folder Options

Click on the Windows 7 Start button.
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Click on Control Panel. You can also click the Start button and then type 'folder options' in the search
box. Select 'Folder Options' in Control Panel from the resulting list.
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Click on 'Appearance and Per sonalization.'
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Changethetheme | Change desktop background | Change sound effects = CF
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Click 'Folder Options.'

| Folder Options =

Advanced saitings:
| Files and Folders
[7] Always show icons, never thumbnads
[7] Mlways show menus
[] Display file icon on thumbnails
[] Display fie size information in folder tips
[ Display the full path in the t2le bar (Classic theme only)
|. Hidden fies and folders
() DonY show hidden files, folders. or drives
@ Show hidden files, folders, and dives
[¥] Hide empty drives in the Computer folder
[¥] Hide extensions for known file types

[TF] idiolin, vtk ol o pmsbion i o o, Wil 0 o vt s el e -
,.

m

Click on the View tab in the Folder Optionswindow.
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Advanced seltings:
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[7] Mways show icons, never thumbna
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[¥] Display file icon on thumbnails
[¥/] Display file size information in fg
[7] Cisplay the full path in the title

|, Hidden files and folders
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[¥] Hide protected operating system files (Recommended) — |

6. Restare Defaulis
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Click 'Show hidden files, folders, and drives in 'Advanced settings and click 'OK.'

Apply lo Folders

Advanced settings:

| Files and Folders
[7] Mways show icons, never thumbna
[7] Mways show menus
[¥] Display file icon on thumbnais
[¥/] Display file size information in fg
[7] Cisplay the full path in the title

|, Hidden files and folders
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[¥] Hide protected operating system files (Recommended) — |

7. Restore Defaults
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Choose the 'Show hidden files, folders, and drives radio button in the 'Hidden filesand folders
category.



|, Files and Folders
[7] Mhways show icons, never thumbnails
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Click 'OK" at the bottom of the Folder Optionswindow.

Close the Control Pane window. Y ou should now be able to view all files and folders aswell as drives
hidden in Windows 7.



Mame Date modified Type

i Perflags 7/13/2009 7:37 PM File folder
1. Pragram Files 3/9/2015 2:41 AM File falder
I PragramData I AM File falder
1 Users 07 PM File folder
1 Windows 1:53 AM File folder
10.
T

Test thisby navigating to the C: drive. Look for a program named 'ProgramData.’ If you can see this,
you are now able to view hidden files and folders.
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-PerfLogs Pragram Files PragramD, ; Users Windows

11.
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Noticethat theiconsfor hidden filesand folders are grayed out. Thisis how you can differentiate
between hidden and unhidden files.

Method 2 of 4:

Showing Protected Operating System Files
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Click on Control Panel.
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User Accounts and Family Safety
¥ Add or remove user accounts
'E__é’ Set up parental controls for any user

Change desktop background
Adjust screen resolution
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Click on 'Appearance and Per sonalization.'
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5 Taskbar and Start Menu

Personalization
Change thetheme | Change desktop background | Change scund effects = CH

Display

Make text and ather items larger or smaller | Adjust screen resolution | Connect

Desktop Gadgets
Add gadgets to the desktop | Get more
Restore desktop gadgets installed with

Custornize the Start menu | C Change the picture

Accommodate low visigy access keys Turi

Folder Options
Ciy singe- or gqouble-click to open | Show hidden files and folders

Click "Folder Options.'

Fonts
Preview, delete, or show and hide fonts | Change Font Settings | Adjust ClearTyg
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Advanced seftings:
| Files and Folders
[7] Aways show icons. never thumbnais
[7] Mlways show menus
[/] Display file icon on thumbnails
[] Display fie size information in folder tips
[7] Display the full path in the tile bar (Classic theme only)
5. |. Hidden fies and folders
() Dont show hidden files, folders. or drives
@ Show hidden files, folders, and dives
[¥] Hide empty drives in the Computer folder
[¥] Hide extensions for known file types
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Click 'View.'

Apply lo Folders

Advanced gettings:

I Files and Folders
[7] Mways show icons, never thumbna
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[¥] Display file icon on thumbnails
[¥] Display file size information in fg
[T Display the full path in the itle

L. Hidden files and folders
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Restore Defaults
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Click "'Show hidden files, folders, and drives in 'Advanced settings and click 'OK.'



|---| e e i e A8 R TR Y W T a W A D

i Apply to Folders Reset Folders

Advanced seltings:
J. Files and Folders -
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[#] Display file size information in folder tips ‘
[ Display the full path in the tille bar (Classic theme only)
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Click 'Apply.'
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Uncheck the 'Hide protected operating system files' box.



You have chosen to display protected operating system files (files labeled System and
Hidden) in Windows Explorer.

These files are required to start and run Windows. Deleting or editing them can make your
computer inoperable.
Are you sure you want to display these files?

e i |

See a dialog box asking if you are surethat you want to do this.

You have chosen to display protected operating system files (files labeled System and
Hidden) in Windows Explorer.

These files are required to start and run Windows. Deleting or editing them can make your
computer inoperable.
Are you sure you want to display these files?

Click "Yes!



Click 'OK".

Method 3 of 4:

Showing Hidden Filesusing the Registry Editor

Click the Start button.



_;J See more results
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Type 'regedit’ in the search box and press enter.
1. You must be logged in as an administrator to be able to do these steps.

(E

i @ User Account Contrel

Do you want to allow the following program to make
~# changes to this computer?

Program name:  Registry Editor
Verified publisher: Microsoft Windows

L_ves [ Mo

Bnge when these notifications appear

Click 'Yes if prompted to confirm you are an administrator.



File Edit View Favorites Help

-, CurrentVersicn = | Mame Type Data
| b-di Action Center at) (Default) REG.SZ (value
b s Applets 4 AutoCheckSelect  REG_DWORD 0:4000C
- E""."“;F"'d” % DontPrettyPath  REG_DWORD 0:000¢
e 4 Filker REG_DWORD 0+000C
i D:000C
D:4P00C
_ D1000C
b, BitBucket 0:000¢
|, CabinetState 0:000C
B . CD Burning 0:A000C
b |y ClIDOpen 0x000C
b ClDSave ) Sep REG_ D:4000C
]| o»-g8 asp 4] Server REG_DWORD 0:000¢
4. { | | p-k ComDig32 24| ShowCom REG_DWORD 0:x000¢
{1 | =L ControlPanel 34 ShowlnfoTip REG_DWORD 0x000C
i~ |, Discardable 4] ShowSuperHidd... REG_DWORD D:4000C
by FileBas ) ShowTypeOverlay REG_DWORD Zsizsmvpone
foa | HideNeeltanleans s m A REEA ——— :

Find thiskey In regedit:
HKEY_CURRENT_USERSoftwareMicrosoftWindowsCurrentVer sionExplorer Advanced.

Mame Type Data
) (Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
48 AutoCheckSelect REG_DWORD 0:00000000 (0)
4| DontPrettyPath  REG_DWORD 0:00000000 {0}
24 Filter REG_DWORD 0000000 (0)
4| Hidden REG_DWORD 0:00000001 (1)
#04| HideFileExt REG_DWORD 0500000001 (1)
Enl{]Hiddtﬁm REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
Eng]lcunsﬂnhr REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
74| ListviewAlphaSe... REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
4| UistviewShadow  REG_DWORD 0:00000001 (1)
.E-g]MapNalDwEtn REG_D'WORD 000000000 {0)
ﬂjSaparateﬂmcgs REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
74| ServerAdminll REG_D'WORD 000000000 (0}
ﬂ]ShanampCulor REG_D'WORD 000000001 (1)
5. 74| ShowlnfaTip REG_D'WORD 000000001 (1)
74)showSuperHidd... REG_DWORD 0:00000000 (0)
i’g‘_é]ShuwTypeOverlay REG_DWORD 0600000001 (1)
e i i
e ) How

Gototheright side of the Advanced window, wher e the values can be seen.



Mame Type Drata

b (Default) REG_SZ {value not set)
) AutoCheckSelect  REG_DWORD 0:00000000 (0)
58| DontPrettyPath  REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
i3] Filker REG_DWORD
ﬂm o FUAGRE A
8| HideFileExt 1 (1)
4| Hidelcons
4 lconsOnly
4] ListviewAlphaSe... F
54 ListviewShadow
54 MapMetDrvBtn
%) SeparateProcess
$44) ServerAdminUl
$4ShowCompColor REG_DWORD +  0x00000001 (1)
6. | %ShowinfoTip  REG_DWORD 0:00000001 (1)
54| ShowSuperHidd... REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
8| ShowTypeOverlay REG_DWORD 0:00000001 (1)
$4|Start_SearchFiles REG_DWORD 000000002 (2) —
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Find thevalue'Hidden.'

| Edit DWORD (32-bit) Value
Value name:
Hidden
Value data:

L 1

Right click it and changeit to 1.

Method 4 of 4:

Showing Protected Operating System Files Using Registry Editor



Click the Start button.

Type 'regedit’ in the sear ch box and press enter.



i r@ User Account Control

Do you want to allow the following program to make
~ changes to this computer?

Program name:  Registry Editor
Verified publisher: Microsoft Windows

Click 'Yes if prompted to confirm you are an administrator.

File Edit View Favorites Help

4. |, CurrentVersion 2| Name Type Data
b~y Action Center 8] (Default) REG_SZ (value
Ezzﬁmlw %3 AutoCheckSelect REG_DWORD 0:000C
§ e 4 DontPrettyPath  REG_DWORD 0:000¢
T 4 Filker REG_DWORD 0:000€
: i 0:000€

0:000€

0:000€

|, BitBucket 0:000C

i~ ), CabinetState 0:000¢

5. |, €D Buring 000C

o~ s CIDOpen 0x000(

b i CIDSave REG_ 0:000C

t | | p-d QSID REG_DWORD 0:000
4.1 || s Combign2 REG_DWORD 0:x000¢
Pl o |, ControlPanel 8| ShowinfoTip REG_DWORD 00T
o~ . Discardable #4|ShowSuperHidd... REG_DWORD 0:000(

bl Filebsts 28] ShowTypeOverlay REG_DWORD "iuiaqus 0000

o HidaNseltanlenne o = R e WIkl P——

Find thiskey In regedit:
HKEY_CURRENT_USERSoftwareMicrosoftWindowsCurrentVer sionExplorer Advanced.



Marme Type Data
ab] {Default) REG_SZ value not set)
4| AutoCheckSelect  REG_DWORD 000000000 {0}
4| DontPrettyPath  REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
24 Fitter REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
8| Hidden REG_DWORD 0:00000001 (1)
.‘_-’_Jg]Hithi leExt REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
4 Hidelcons REG_DWORD 0x00000000 {0
#4]TconsOnly REG_DWORD 0:00000000 (0)
4| UistviewAlphaSe.. REG_DWORD 0:00000001 (1)
.‘-fnf-:;]list\riﬂvShadow REG_D'WORD 000000001 (1)
24| MapMetDrBtn  REG_DWORD 000000000 ()
E'{]Separatt?mtss REG_D'WORD 000000000 (0)
T4|ServerAdminUl  REG_DWORD 000000000 {0)
.Q'?é]ShanompCulor REG_D'WORD 000000001 (1)
5. 24| ShowlnfoTip REG_DWORD 0:00000001 (L)
.f‘b_-!.-]Shanupu'Hidd... REG_D'WORD 000000000 (0)
.?_r'_{z]ShuwTyp!Ou!rlay REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
b2l - 2
i il e e I 1 How

Gototheright side of the Advanced window, wher e the values ar e seen.

MName Type Data

4] Hidden REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
| HideFileExt REG_DWORD )
4] Hidelcons REG_DWORD

548 leonsOnly REG_DWORD

48] ListviewAlphaSelect REG_DWORD
58] ListviewShadow  REG_DWORD
4] MapMetDreBtn REG_DWORD
4| SeparateProcess REG_DWORD
54 ServerAdminUl REG_DWORD
5| ShowCompColor  REG_DWORD

28 ShowinfoTip REG_DWORD 1)
F ShowSuperHidden IR e 0 L
4] ShowTypelive Modify... L (1)
) Start_SearchFile Meodify Binary Data... 2(2)
6. 2 startMenulnit D4 (4)
4 superHidden Delete 00 (0)
M) TaskbarAnimat, Rename 01 (1)

S8 WebView T REG_OWORD T 0-00000001 (1)

Right click on 'Super Hidden ' and click on M odify.



Edit DWORD (32-bit) Value

Value name:
ShowSuperHidden

Value data:

I

Type 1.

Click 'OK.'

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Show Hidden Filesin Windows 7" edited by the TipsM ake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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