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How to shareaprinter viaLAN

TipsMake.com will guide you how to share the printer viainternal LAN so many computers can print the
document. The article has 2 steps, 1 is to share the printer with another device and 2 is to connect to the shared
printer.

In the day-to-day work of office workers, many different documents are often printed for meetings or customer
contacts, but each office usually has only 1 printer. Therefore, each printing will take a lot of time, especialy if
you have to print in large quantities. Therefore, today, TipsMake.com will guide you how to share the printer via
internal LAN so that many computers can print documents together. The article has 2 steps, 1 is to share the
printer with another device and 2 isto connect to the shared printer, please refer.

Note : First, you need to connect 2 computers to each other viaLAN and the printer will be plugged into one of 2
computers. TipsMake.com recommend plugging the printer into the computer used for printing the most, the
other is only printed when the main machine is activated. Also, install the printer driver for the computers on the
network.

Step 1. Sharetheprinter via LAN with another computer

This operation will be performed on the computer that is connected to the printer.

1. Go to Control Panel and select Devicesand Printers
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2. Next, check the Set as default printer lineand click Printer properties


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/hardware/
https://tipsmake.com/c/printer/
https://tipsmake.com/how-to-share-a-printer-via-lan

@ ~ 4 5 <« All Control Panel tems + Devices and Printers v & Search De... 2@

Add a device Add a printer See what's printing Manage default printers ~ » = - [7]

P USE OPTICAL
MOUSE

4 Printers (5)

= & l; 7 .
g Set as default printer 1

CutePD Printing preferences Reader PDF Micresoft XPS TinyPDF
| 5 3 rinter Document Writer
Printer properties Z
I Default Status: 0 document(s) in queue
e siogan tePDF Writer
- ) Remove device nter

JRe— Troubleshoot =

3. Inthe new dialog box that opens, select the Sharing tab and check the Sharethis printer line. Then click OK

5 CutePDF Writer Properties

General | Sharing | Ports | Advanced I Color Management I Security I Device Settings

./~ you share this printer, any user on your network can print to it. The
printer will not be available when the computer sleeps. To change
these settings, use the Metwork and Sharing Center.

2 Share this printer
Share name: | CutePDF Writer

Render print jobs on client computers

Drivers

If this printer is shared with users running different versions of
Windows, you may want to install additional drivers, so that the
users do not have to find the print driver when they connect to the
shared printer.

| Additional Drivers...

4. Back to Control Panel , click Network and Sharing Center
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View your active networks
Network Access type: Internet
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Change your networking settings

? Set up a new connection or network

Set up a broadband, dial-up, or VPN connection; or set up a router or
access point,

@ Troubleshoot problems

Diagnese and repair network problems, or get troubleshooting
information.

6. Check the numbered options below




Change sharing options for different network profiles

Windows creates a separate network profile for each network you use. You can choose specific eptions for
each profile.

Private (current profile) f’/_\_}

Metwork discovery

When network discavery is on, this computer can see other network computers and devices and is
visible to other network computers.

1 (®) Turn on network discovery
[ Turn on automatic setup of network connected devices.
() Turn off network discovery

File and printer sharing

When file and printer sharing is on, files and printers that you have shared from this computer can
be accessed by people on the network.

(@ Turn on file and printer sharing

urn off file and printer sharing

HomeGroup connections

Typically, Windows manages the connections to other homegroup computers, But if you have the
same user accounts and passwords on all of your cemputers, you can have HomeGroup use your
account instead,

) Allow Windows to manage homegroup connections (recommended)
(_) Use user accounts and passwords to connect to other computers

Guest or Public @
All Networks )

7. Scroll down to Password protection sharing section and check the Turn off password option to protect
sharing . Then, click Save changes

File sharing connections

Windows uses 128-bit encryption to help protect file sharing connections. Some devices don't
support 128-bit encryption and must use 40- or 36-bit encryption.

Use 128-bit encryption to help protect file sharing connections (recommended)
{_) Enable file sharing for devices that use 40- or 36-bit encryption

Password protected sharing

When password protected sharing is on, only people wheo have a user account and passwerd on this
computer can access shared files, printers attached to this computer, and the Public folders. To give
other people access, you must turn off password protected sharing.

2ﬁ' B Save changt [ o Cancel

Step 2: Accessthe shared printer inthe LAN

) Turn on password protected sharing
) Turn off password protected sharing

This operation will be performed on the computer that needs to print the document.

Go to Control Panel > Devices and Printersand then click Add a Printer
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In the window that appears, select Add a network, Wireless or Bluetooth printer , when the following window
appears, select The printer that | want isn't listed .

= Add Printer

No printers were found.

Printer Name Address

Search again

Next | | Cancel
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Please tick the option Select a shared printer by name and select the correct computer name that has shared the
printer and click Next to finish.



Find a printer by other options

1 (@) Select a shared printer by name

2

Example: \\computername\printername or
http://computername/printers/ printername/, printer

() Add a printer using a TCP/IP address or hostname
() Add a Bluetooth, wireless or netwark discoverable printer

(_) Add a local printer or network printer with manual settings
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In addition to adding the printer above, if you know the IP address of the printer sharing computer, you can do
the following, press the Windows + R key to open the RUN window, enter the IP address of the computer
connecting to the printer. Go to> OK .

A window appears with the list of devices shared by the other computer, you choose the right printer you need,
double-left-click (or right-click and choose Connect) to connect to the printer.

The above is how to share a printer on the LAN and how to connect to a shared printer, hopefully the article will
help you in connecting the printer to the computer.

1. Tipsfor sharing printersin the network

2. Instructions for installing the printer in Windows 8

3. What to do if Windows cannot connect to the printer?

4. How to share printers between Windows 7 computers without Homegroup?

Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "How to share a printer via LAN" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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