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Windows Subsystem for Linux is powerful, but if you integrate Visual Studio Code on your Windows PC with
WSL'skernel, you can do alot in lesstime and in a better way.

Microsoft's Visua Studio Code is very popular and loved by the developer community. Windows Subsystem for
Linux is powerful, but if you integrate Visual Studio Code on your Windows PC with WSL's kernel, you can do
alot in lesstime and in a better way.

The following article will discuss WSL and how you can set up VS Code on Windows for a seamless workflow.

Why use Visual Studio Code with WSL 2?

V'S Code is a powerful integrated development environment (IDE) created by Microsoft that supports all kinds
of programming languages. Developers prefer to use Visual Studio Code because it works on almost any
platform, including macOS, Linux, and Windows. It also has alarge community dedicated to building great
extensions that make development easier.

As adeveloper, the ability to use Visual Studio Code to develop applications on the Windows platform and run
those applications on the Linux kernel is an incredibly handy feature and offers amazing benefits.

When integrating VS Code into the Windows Subsystem for Linux, you can use its specialized Linux kernel to
enhance cross-platform compatibility. Y ou can further streamline your workflow using the built-in terminal in
V'S Code with WSL 2.
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How to integrate WSL 2 with Visual Studio Code

Although the Windows Subsystem for Linux provides a dedicated Linux kernel so you can run your
applications, you cannot directly edit the code through its terminal. Fortunately, you can ease the workflow by
configuring Visual Studio Code to integrate with your WSL 2 Linux distribution.

How toinstall Visual Studio Code

Asaprerequisite, you must first make sure VS Code is set up correctly on your Windows PC. Installing VS
Codeis simple and straightforward, but if you're unsure, you can check out TipsMake.com.com's beginner's
guide to setting up Visua Studio Code on a Windows PC:

1. Go to the following link and download the Windows installer.

2. When the download is complete, run the setup setup.

3. Click Next until you see the Select Additional Tasks step and make sure the Add to PATH option is selected.

ﬁ Setup - Microsoft Visual Studio Code (User) — x
Select Additional Tasks
Which additional tasks should be performed?

Selact the additional tasks you would like Setup to perform whils instaling Visual Studio Code, then dick
Mext.

Additonal icons:

E Create a deskiop icon

Other:

A Add "Open with Code" aciion to Windows Explorer file context menu

£ Add "Open with Code" action to Windows Explorer diréttory caritext menu
b Register Code as an editor for supported fie types

£ Add to PATH (requires shel restart)

4. Complete the installation wizard.

If you have VS Code installed, you need to make sure you can use the terminal to open afolder in VS Code:

1. Launch VS Code from the Desktop or Start menu.
2. Select Ctrl + Shift + P to open the Command Palette .

3. Inthe search box, type shell command and look for the option Shell Command: Install “code" command in
shell PATH .



4. Select the option if you can seeit. Thiswill allow you to open afolder in Visua Studio Code from the
command line.

If the option does not appear, then the VS Code profile is enabled on your PC.

How to configure VS Code with WSL 2

Once you've made sure VS Code is set up properly on your Windows PC, you can safely connect VS Code to
Windows Subsystem for Linux 2:

1. You can move on to the next step if you already have WSL 2 configured on your system. If not, download
Ubuntu from the Microsoft Store to get started.

2. Launch the Start menu, search for Visual Studio Code and select the best match.

3. From the side menu pane, click the Extensions icon or use the keyboard shortcut Ctrl + Shift + X to view
installed extensions.

4. In the Search Extensions in Marketplace field , search for WSL , select the best match and click Install .

5. Once the extension is installed, launch your WSL 2 distribution (in the case of Ubuntu) via the Start menu.
Y ou can aso open it via the new Windows Terminal.

6. Navigate to the project folder in WSL 2 with the cd command and then enter the following command to open
the folder in VS Code:

code .

7. VS Code now opens your source code in a Windows environment but allows you to debug and test your
application in aLinux environment.

If you are adeveloper who is not completely satisfied with Linux but still need to use it for work, the article
really recommends getting familiar with WSL 2. It's an amazing tool that will get better and better. in the coming
years.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to set up VS Code with WSL 2 on Windows 10/11" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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