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How to Set up a Computer Networ k

ThiswikiHow teaches you how to set up a computer network for a group of Windows or Mac computers. Y ou
can set up awireless network for afew computers, or you can use awired connection if you're adding alarge
number of computersto a...
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Using a Wireless Network on Windows
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. It'sin the lower-right corner of the screen. A pop-up window will appear.
1. If Wi-Fi iscurrently disabled, click the Wi-Fi button in the lower-left side of the pop-up window
before proceeding.
2. In some cases, you'll need to click the” icon in the lower-right side of the screen to see the Wi-Fi
icon.

Select a network. Click the network to which you want to connect each of your network computers.
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Enter the network's password. Type in the network's password when prompted.
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Click [ Next ). It's below the network. Aslong as the password is correct, doing so will connect you to
the network.
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Connect other computersin the network to the Internet. For each computer that you want to use in
your network, repeat the Wi-Fi connection process. Once each computer is connected to the Wi-Fi
network, you can proceed with setting up file sharing.



Open Start

. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen.



control pane‘

Typein control panel .Doingsowill searchyour computer for the Control Panel app.

Best match

| Control Panel

Desktop app

i search suggestions

£ control panel - See web results

Click [ Control Panel J. It'sablue rectangleicon at the top of the Start menu.




Click [ Network and Sharing Center . This option resembles a set of blue monitors.
1. If you see "Category" in the upper-right side of the page, first click the Network and I nter net
heading on the main Control Panel page.

Click [_Change advanced sharing settings . It'salink in the upper-left side of the page.




Check the" Turn on network discovery" box. Thiswill ensure that your computer can interact with
other computers that are plugged into the Internet source.
1. You can also enable the "Turn on file and printer sharing” option and the "Allow Windows to
manage homegroup connections' option if they aren't automatically selected.

Click [ _Save changes . It'sat the bottom of the page.




Windows creates a separate network protile for each network you use. You can choose specttic options tor
each profile.

Private {current profile) Q
Metwork discovery -

When network discovery is on, this computer can see other network computers and devices and is
visible to other network computers.

() Turn en network discovery

e of network connected devices.
(23 Turm off network discovery

File and printes sharing

When file and printer sharing is on, files and printers that you have shared from this computer can
be accessed by people on the network.

(®) Turm en file and printer sharing
(") Turn off file and printer sharing

HemeGroup connections
14 Typically, Windows manages the connectiens to other homegroup computers. But if you have the
same user accounts and passwords on all of your computers, you can have HomeGroup use your
account instead.

(@) Allow Windews to manage homegraup connections (recommended)
(T3 Use user accounts and passwords to connect to other computers == .I‘.l_ =

Enable network discovery on the other network computers. Once each computer in the networked
group has network discovery enabled in Control Panel, your wired network will be ready to use.

Method 2 of 4:

Using a Wireless Network on Mac
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. It'sin the top-right side of the screen. A drop-down menu will appear.
1. If your Wi-Fi isn't enabled, click

and then click Turn Wi-Fi On near the top of the menu instead.
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2. Join Other Network...
Create Network...
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Open Network Preferences...

Select a network. Click the Wi-Fi network to which you want to connect each computer in your network.

The Wi-Fi network "TP-LINK_6998" requires a

Enter the network's password. Type the password for the network into the "Password" field.



The Wi network “TP=-LINK_B998" requires 2

Click [ Join . It'sat the bottom of the window. Doing so will connect your computer to the Internet.
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Connect other network computersto the I nternet. For each computer that you want to use in your
network, repeat the Wi-Fi connection process. Once each computer is connected to the Wi-Fi network, you
can proceed with setting up file sharing.
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Open the Apple menu

. Click the Apple logo in the top-left corner of the screen. A drop-down menu will appear.



@ Finder File Edit View Go Window
About This Mac

System Preferences...
— App Store... 1T

Recent ltems (3
Force Quit Finder X {4#¥®

Sleep
Restart...
Shut Down...

Lock Screen

Click __Sharing ). You'll find this blue folder-shaped icon in the middle of the System Preferences
window.



On Service File Sharing: On

Screen Sharing Other users can access
i - - - all volumes, at smb://19
| «  File Sharing _
' Printer Sharing

Remote Login
Shared Folders:
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Remote Management
Remote Apple Events
Internet Sharing
Bluetooth Sharing

9 Content Caching

Check the" File Sharing" box. It's on the left side of the page. Thiswill ensure that you can share files
from your computer to other computers on the network.
1. You can check any other file sharing options that you want to use for your network here as well.

System Preferences Edit View Window

Computer Name: MacBook Pro

Computers on your local net
-MacBook-Pro.local
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Closethe System Preferences window. Y our changes will be saved; the current computer is now set up
for network sharing.
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Enablefile sharing on the other network computers. Each computer that's connected to your Internet
source will need file sharing to be enabled. Once you've completed this process, your wireless network
will be ready to use.

Method 3 of 4:

Using a Wired Network on Windows
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Make surethat you have the necessary hardware. You'll need an Internet source (e.g., arouter) into
which you can plug each individual computer, as well as Ethernet cables to connect the computers to the
Internet source.



1. Most standard routers only come with afew Ethernet ports, but you can buy network hubs that

support upward of 10 connections.
2. Make sure that you know the approximate distance from each computer to the Internet source.

Y ou'll need Ethernet cables that can span this distance.

A -

Set up the Internet source. Plug one end of an Ethernet cable into the "Internet" port on the back of the
modem, then connect the other end of the cable to the "Internet” or "Ethernet” port on your Internet

source.
1. You'l aso need to plug in the Internet source's power cable before proceeding.

Plug each computer into the I nternet source. Attach one end of an Ethernet cable to the square Ethernet
port on your computer, then attach the other end of the cable to the Internet source.
1. Typically speaking, you'll use desktop computers for a network, which means the Ethernet ports will

be on the back of each CPU box.



Open Start

. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen.



control pane‘

Typein control panel .Doingsowill searchyour computer for the Control Panel app.

Best match

| Control Panel

Desktop app

i search suggestions

£ control panel - See web results

Click [ Control Panel J. It'sablue rectangleicon at the top of the Start menu.




Click [ Network and Sharing Center . This option resembles a set of blue monitors.
1. If you see "Category" in the upper-right side of the page, first click the Network and I nter net
heading on the main Control Panel page.

Click [_Change advanced sharing settings . It'salink in the upper-left side of the page.




Check the" Turn on network discovery" box. Thiswill ensure that your computer can interact with
other computers that are plugged into the Internet source.
1. You can also enable the "Turn on file and printer sharing” option and the "Allow Windows to
manage homegroup connections' option if they aren't automatically selected.

Click [ _Save changes . It'sat the bottom of the page.




Enable network discovery on the other network computers. Once each computer in the networked
group has network discovery enabled in Control Panel, your wired network will be ready to use.

Method 4 of 4:

Using a Wired Network on Mac

Make surethat you have the necessary hardware. You'll need an Internet source (e.g., arouter) into
which you can plug each individual computer, as well as Ethernet cables to connect the computersto the
Internet source.
1. Most standard routers only come with afew Ethernet ports, but you can buy network hubs that
support upward of 10 connections.



2. Make sure that you know the approximate distance from each computer to the Internet source.
Y ou'll need Ethernet cables that can span this distance.

Set up the Internet source. Plug one end of an Ethernet cable into the "Internet” port on the back of the
modem, then connect the other end of the cable to the "Internet” or "Ethernet” port on your Internet
source.

1. You'll also need to plug in the Internet source's power cable before proceeding.

Plug each computer into the I nternet source. Attach one end of an Ethernet cable to the square Ethernet
port on your computer, then attach the other end of the cable to the Internet source.
1. Typically speaking, you'll useiMac computers for a network. This means that you'll find the
Ethernet port on the back of the iMac's monitor.
2. If you're using Mac laptops for your network, you'll need to buy a USB-C network adapter for your
computer and then plug it into one of the USB-C dots on the side of your Mac, since Mac |aptops
no longer include Ethernet ports.
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Open the Apple menu

. Click the Apple logo in the top-left corner of the screen. A drop-down menu will appear.
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Click __Sharing ). You'll find this blue folder-shaped icon in the middle of the System Preferences
window.
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Check the" File Sharing" box. It's on the left side of the page. Thiswill ensure that you can share files
from your computer to other computers on the network.
1. You can check any other file sharing options that you want to use for your network here as well.

System Preferences Edit View Window

Computer Name: MacBook Pro

Computers on your local net
-MacBook-Pro.local
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Closethe System Preferences window. Y our changes will be saved; the current computer is now set up
for network sharing.
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Enablefile sharing on the other network computers. Each computer that's connected to your Internet
source will need file sharing to be enabled. Once you've completed this process, your wired network will
be ready to use.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Set up a Computer Network" edited by the TipsM ake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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