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How to Set Program Accessin Windows 8

In Windows 8, changing the access rules for programs you have installed on your device isn't just something
that's possible — it's easy. With the Program access menu, you can set default programs for certain common
tasks, render...

Method 1 of 2:

Opening the Program Access Menu
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Open the search menu.
1. Inthissection, well use Windows 8's search function to get to the Program Access menu quickly.
Start by bringing up the search bar. There are a few waysto do this:
1. Move your mouse to the very top right corner of the screen. Leave it still for a second or two
and a menu should pop in from the right side of the screen. Click the magnifying glassicon.
2. If you have a touchscreen monitor, just swipe inward from the right side of the screen and tap
on the magnifying glassicon.
3. Alternatively, bring up the Start screen (click the Windows icon in the taskbar, which isin the
bottom left by default) and click the small magnifying glassin the top right.
2. Note: If you don't usually have a hard time finding things on Windows 8, you can skip this section
and simply find the Program Access Menu under Control Panel>All Control Panel Items>Default
Programs.
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Type" default programs' into the search bar.
1. A list of related options should pop up. Select the "Default Programs® option that should be at the
top of thelist.
2. If you can't find the "Default Programs" option, you can search for "Control Panel", select the

Control Panel option, click "Program,” and finally click "Default Programs’ to get to the same
location.[1]
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Select " Set program access and computer defaults.”
1. Thisoptionislisted at the bottom of the Default Programs screen.

Method 2 of 2:



Changing Program Access Options

A program configuration specifies default programs for cerfain activities, such as Web browsing or sending e-mail, and
which programs are accessible from the Start menu, desktop, and cther locatiores.

Choose a cenfigurstion:
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Click on the" Custom" option.
1. Under "Choose a configuration:”, you'll see three options: Microsoft Windows, Non-Microsoft, and
Custom. These options give you different choices for how to assign access to the programs on your
computer. To choose your own rules, select Custom.

A pragram configuratoan specidies default pregrams foe cefaim sethaties, such 3 Web brevwiang or sending &-mail, and
which progeams are pecessible from the Start menu, desktop, and other lacations,
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Uncheck the" Enable accessto this program” boxesto disallow programs.
1. Inthismenu, you'll see alist of commonly-used programs. To the right of each is a check box.
Uncheck each box to restrict access to the corresponding program.
2. Once abox is unchecked, the program will cease to appear in the Start menu and most other places
where it previously would have appeared. However, thiswill not uninstall the program.



A program configuration specifies default programs for certain activities, such as Web browsing or sending e-mail, and
which programs are accessible from the 3tart menu, desktop, and other locations.
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Click the bubblesto set default programs.
1. Inthe Program Access menu, you can also choose which of the programs that you do have enabled

will be your default. To do this, simply click the circular "bubble" to the left of the appropriate
program.

2. A default program is the program that Windows will automatically use for reading certain types of
files. For instance, if you have Windows Media Player set as your default media player, if you
double click a song or movie on your computer, it will launch in Windows Media Player.[?]
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Click "OK" to save your changes.
1. The"OK" button is at the bottom of the window next to the "Cancel" and "Help" buttons. Y our

changes will take place immediately.



A pragracn confegunation specifoes default programs for certain acthvities, suzh as Web brewsing of sending e-rnail, and
which pragrams ame accessible from the Start menis, desktep, and other lecations.
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Re-check the boxesto allow accessto programs.
1. If at any point you want to make a program that you've disallowed accessible again, simply return to
the Program Access menu and re-check its box.
2. Click "OK" to re-save your changes.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Set Program Accessin Windows 8" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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