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How to Run Windows XP System Maintenance With
Automated Scripts

A computer needs afew things done to it on aregular basis to ensure that it continues running smoothly. This
guide will show you how to set your Windows XP computer to automatically take care of it self using the task
scheduler and batch...

Method 1 of 5:
Disk Cleanup First Phase

Disk Cleanup - Windows bundled tool that performs Disk Space Cleanup of no longer needed files. To run this
task you will need Administrative privileges
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Click on " Run"

Type the name of a program, folder, decument, or
Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

rw Start ~) Adobe -...

Type" CMD" in therun box; Press Enter. Thiswill bring up the DOS Prompt Window.



= C:\WINDOWS\system32\cmd.exe
Microsoft Windows X Uersion 5.1.2600]
(C) Copyright 1985-200 ft Corp.

\Documents and Settings‘\wikihow>CLEANMGR /sageset:Bg

Type" CLEANMGR /sageset:n"; Press Enter. where n is an arbitrary number from O through 65535

&= Disk Cleanup Settings

8l Disk Cleanup

‘i Chack the itams that you waould like Disk Claanup to
atematically clean up during its schedulad run limes.
| Eiles to delete:
by Tomporany Saup Files @ [U¥
| BEDownloaded Frogram Files
| FlTemporary Inemat Filas
| O ZDebug Dump Files
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These files should no longer be needed. They were criginally
crented by @ setup program thatis no longer running,

[ ox |[ GCanical ]

Check the boxes of the files you wish to clean up.

1. A window will appear similar to the screen shot] - What you are doing is telling the computer that
when you run CLEANMGR with the Registry Entry n, to clean thesefiles.



Yisk Cleanup Settings

ik Claanup |

& Chack the items that you would like Disk Cleanup to
automatically clean Up duiing its scheduled wn imes.

Eiles to delete:

E = Tomporary Sntup Files

Blpownlended Frogram Files

2 &Temperary Intemet Fidas
| EEpabug Dump Filss

EH0Id Chkdek files
B Racyels Bin

& ETamnnears Bamats Meskine flas
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These files should no longer ba needed, They werns originally
cosated by 8 selup program that s na langer runming.

Click "OK" when you are finished selecting.
Method 2 of 5:

Disk Cleanup Second Phase
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@) Microsoft Office >
@) Mozilla Firefox >
(@ Scalable WinINSTALL 3
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Click on " Accessories"



@ Set Program Access and Defaults
%5 Windows Catalog

f@ Accessories

ut]
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) Scalable WinlNSTALL 3
@ startup »
@) WinRAR »
@ Inkernet Explorer

@) Program Compatibility Wizard
Cmy Remote Deskrop Conrestiaiel

Click on " System Tools"

ﬁ, Backup
3 Character Map

& Disk Cleanup

& Disk Defragmenter

¥ Files and Settings Transfer Wizard

= P . mlavar (Bla feld. ar

@ Svstem Tools
‘33 Address Book

& caleulator

Command Prompt

B Notepad

Y Paint

@) Program Compatibilty Wizard
(m Remote Desktop Connection

29 synchronize
&) Tour Windows XP
(553 windows Explorer

Click on " Scheduled Tasks'



Click " Next"

File Edt View Favorites Tools Advanced Help

Qﬂack - @ - @‘pﬁamh %Folders

address | () Scheduled Tasks

...

Dther Places

(@ Control Panel
) My Documents

I Shared Documents
&3 My Network Places

This wizard helps you schedule  task for Windows
to peifiorm.,

You select the program you want Windows bo n;,
and then scheduls it for 8 conveniert lime.

Click Next to continue.




| Scheduled Task Wizard

Click the program you want Windows toun,

To zee more programs, click Browse.

Apphcation | Version =]
& (Accessibiity Wizad 51.2600561..
WA Address Book 6.00,2900.55...
Fladobe Gamma Loaderexe  1.0.0.1

] Adobe ImageReady 2.0 Version 3.0

B 4dobe Fhotoshap 6.0 (i

@mm Digital Signatures 17.256.0 g

8.
l < Back !]| Mext> | [ Cancel ]
wiki
Click " Browse"
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Browseto " C:WINDOWSSystem32" Please note that if you do not have a"C:WINDOWS" look for
"C:WINNT" instead.



Scheduled Task Wizard

€3 Select Program ta Schedule

10.

Click " cleanmgr .exe"

Scheduled Task Wizard

Type a name for this task. The task name can be
the same name as the program name.

|cleanmr |
Petform this task:
() Daily

(&) Weekly

) Monthly

() One time only

O when my compuler starts
Orwhen log on

11.

| <Back ]| Met> | [ Concel |

ki

Click " Weekly"




Click " Next"

Type aname for this task. The task name can be
the same name % the program name.

Idaanmgj 1

Peiform this task:

O Daiy

@) Weekly

O Monthly

() One lime only

O'When my computer starts
(C)When | log on

| PTuesdy  [JFiidey
|| [wednesday [ Satuday
[] Sunday

[ <Back || mem> || cancal |

wiki

Choose Run Timethat is convenient for you. Sunday at 2AM is agood setting.



Scheduled Task Wizard

Erter the name and password of a user. The task will
mun a5 if it were started by that user,

Entes the uger name: ['MKI HOMW 3P wiki

It.‘.

| I & pazswaord iz not entered, scheduled tasks might
| not win,

I < Back |[ Mext > ][ Cancel l
wiki

Enter the Admin User/Password

Scheduled Task Wizard = .

“ou have successiully scheduled the following task:
-# cleanmgr

‘Windows will petfoim this task:

At 200 PM every Mon, Tue, Wed of eveiy wesk,
starting 5/13/2019

i —_—

e | Open advanced propeilies for iz task when | chick
- L M Finieh |
-.._ “' L |

Click Finish lo add lhis task to your Windows schedule.

[ <Back || Finish | | Cancel |

wiki

Check " Open advanced properties’



| Scheduled Task Wizard
‘tou have successiully scheduled the following tazk:
& cleanmgr

\Windows will peiform this task:

Ak 200 PM every Mon, Tue, \Wed of every week,
staiting 5/13/2013

E_madvamaipcmﬁaﬂmmmmmlc&*

Click Finish to add this lask to your Windows schedule.

[

Click " Next"

arch [ cleanmegr

Task | Schedule | Sellings| i

$ C:AWINDOWSAT asks\cleanmgr.job
Bur: E

mg,

Stattin: | C:AWINDOWS\system32 |
Comments:

17.
Fun as: ‘MKIHDWM I l Set password... I

%

From the" Task" Tab updatethe Run linewith the following: "C:WINDOW Ssystem32cleanmgr.exe
/sagerun:n™ using the same n that was set in the Disk Cleanup First Phase Section



[ Task | Schedus| Sellings |

Scheduled Task Completed
[C] Dot the task i it i not scheddbsd bo nn again

[ Stop the task # s for (72 3 howf)|0 2| minwtefs)

I Tirnar
[ Gy stat thie base if the computes has been idle for at least

“ | minatefs]
IF the computer has not been idle that long. rety for up b -
I )
[ S1op the task # lhe computer ceases 1o be ide.
ey e
[] Dot stast the bask: if the computer is running on battesiss.,
[ 510 the task # battesy mode begns.
[ wake the computes 1o sun this task.

Lok J[ concel || 2eob |

wiki

From the " Settings' Tab, under " Power Management" check off the" Wake the Computer™"

Method 3 of 5:
Disk Check First Phase

Check Disk - Windows bundled tool for checking for errors and repairing them on your hard drive, the next time
the computer is rebooted.

Return the Focusto the DOS Prompt Window, by clicking the Window Border.



cr CAAWINDOWS\system32\cmd.exe

Microsoft Windows WP [Uersion 5.1.2680]
¢G> Copyright 1985-2001 Microsoft Corp.

C:x\Documents and Settinds>uwiki*notepad

Type" notepad” ; Press Enter.

I Untitled - Notepad
File Edit Format View Help

‘echo y| chkdsk c: /f/r]

m wilki

Type echo y|chkdsk C: /f/r
1. echo y|chkdsk for each additional drive letter: /f/r
2. shutdown /r



Seliniitled - Notepad

oW £t Format View Help
— =
NEW Ctrl+m £/
Ctrl+0O
Chrl+5
Ctrl+P

When finished save thefile by Clicking on " File"

™ Untitled - Notepad

Chrl+N
Ctrl+0O

Page Setup...
Print...

Ctrl+P

Exit

Click " Save As'



| Test Docursents ("0}

Inthe" File Name" linetype" checkdisk.bat" with the Double-Quotation Marks.

Method 4 of 5:

Disk Check Second Phase

) Accessibilty »
@ Communications »
I Entertainment »
@ Svstem Tools

W) Address Book

EL Backup
3 Character Map

& caleulator &, Disk Cleanup
Command Prompt & Disk Defragmenter
B Notepad # Files and Settings Transfer Wizard
Y Paint = (
€) Program Compatibilty Wizard
m Remote Desktop Connection 4J Security Center
1. W =2 Scanner and Camera Wizard W) System Information
) synchronize WP System Restore
@ Tour Windows X
(557 windows Explorer

Return the Focusto the" Scheduled Tasks"



Click " Next"

File Edt View Favorites Tools Advanced Help

Qﬂack - @ - @‘pﬁamh %Folders

address | () Scheduled Tasks

...

Dther Places

(@ Control Panel
) My Documents

I Shared Documents
&3 My Network Places

This wizard helps you schedule  task for Windows
to peifiorm.,

You select the program you want Windows bo n;,
and then scheduls it for 8 conveniert lime.

Click Next to continue.




| Scheduled Task Wizard

Click the progtam you want Windows to un,
To zee more programs, click Browse.

Apphcation | Version =]
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] Adobe ImageReady 2.0 Version 3.0
B 4dobe Fhotoshap 6.0 (i
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Click " Browse"
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Select Program to Schedule

¥ o¢erm
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L WMy Network Places
E

e |
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| = Jshorteut o FUZMAST
0

S My Documearnts

_ MyNetwok | Flesofiupe:  |Programs ] [ cancel ]
rblei -

Browseto thelocation whereyou save thefile" checkdisk.bat"



Scheduled Task Wizard

Type a name for thiz task. The task name can be
the same name as the progiam name.

| checkdisk |

| Peiform this task:
| ODay

| weekly

" O Monthl
O Dne lime only
 (Crwhen my computer staits
) when| log on

6.
[ <Back || Mest> | | Cancel |
wiki
Click "Weekly"
== o= [ v— | [y — |
Scheduled Task Wizard X =
Type aname for thistask. The task name can be
the zame name as lhe program name.
[eheckdisk |
Perform this lask:
O Daiy
@ Weakly
() Mandhk
() One time only
() When my computer starts
(O)Wwhen | log on
7.

Click " Next"
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Scheduled Task Wizard XM

Select the time and day you veant this task to stait,
Stat lime:

NETEE

. Evemw E:ﬁ- weeks

B Select the day(s] of lhe week below:
[ Thursday

‘\' -I [ Tuesday [ Friday

[J'wednesday [ 5aturday
[ Sunday

[ <Back | mewt> | [ canca |

wiki

Choose Run Time that is convenient for you, Monday at 2AM isa good setting.

Yt — e,

Scheduled Task Wizard

Enter the name and password of a user. The tazk will
1un as if it were starbed by that uzer.

Enter the uger name: %WJKIHGWW"MM

Entes the password, | eewe |

" Confim password: J|_- see ]

If a pagsword is not entered, scheduled tasks might
not n,

<Back || MNew> | | Cancel |

wiki

Enter the Admin User/Password



Scheduled Task Wizard

‘foul have successiully scheduled the following task:
checkdisk

Windows will petform this task:

ALZ00PM every Mon, Tue, Wed of every week,
staiting 5/13/2019

i
|i i o
t Open advanced properlies for this task when | click

Finish.

Click Finish to add this task to your Windows schedule.

10.

<Back || Finish | [ Cancel |

T

Check " Open advanced properties’

Scheduled Task Wizard

You have successfully scheduled the follovng task:
checkdisk

\Windows will perform this task:

Ab 200 P every Mon, Tue, \Wed of evey week,
starling 5/1372019

ngnadvuwoedptwenﬁasfoi this task when | click
Finizh.

Click Finish to add this task to vour Windows schedule.

Cancel |

T

[ < Back m
- ——

Click " Next"



@ ~ Scheduled Task Completed
[C] Delele the task if it is not scheduled to nun again.

nddscheaud | | B Stopthetamittunston 72 3] houta0 1] minutefe)

~ Idie Tine
[ Oy start the task if the computer has been idle for 3t least:

—

li the computer hat not beer idle that long, retry for up to:
[

[C]Stop the task if the compuler ceases to be idle.

| Powe Management
1 Don't stant the task if the computer is mwinning on balteries.

[[] Step the lask if batlery mode begine.

12.

Waksmamrwtulolmﬂislask

o] Com J a1

From the" Settings' Tab, under " Power Management" check off the" Wake the Computer™"

Method 5 of 5:

Disk Defrag Phase

Disk Defrag - Windows bundled tool that reorganizes files more efficiently. Windows is very sloppy when it
comes to handling files. Instead of saving them where they belong on your hard drive Windows sticks them
where ever it's most convenient. Over time this will slow your computer down.

fE@ System Tooks E-, Backup

W) Address Book #% Character Map
& caleulator & Disk Cleanup
Bl Command Prompt & Disk Defragmenter
B notepad ¥ Files and Settings Transfer Wizard
wp,;m @8 Trtarmak Fyvnlarer (s ddd.an
@) Program Compatibiity Wizard & Scheduled Tasks
(m Remote Desktop Connection e Security Center
1. || S8 Scanner and Camera Wizard ) System Information
) synchronize WP System Restore
@ Tour Windows X
(5 windows Explorer

Return the Focusto the" Scheduled Tasks"



Click " Next"

File Edt View Favorites Tools Advanced Help

Qﬂack - @ - @‘pﬁamh %Folders

address | () Scheduled Tasks

...

Dther Places

(@ Control Panel
) My Documents

I Shared Documents
&3 My Network Places

This wizard helps you schedule  task for Windows
to peifiorm.,

You select the program you want Windows bo n;,
and then scheduls it for 8 conveniert lime.

Click Next to continue.




| Scheduled Task Wizard

Click the program you want Windows toun,

To zee more programs, click Browse.
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Browseto " C:WINDOWSSystem32" Please note that if you do not have a"C:WINDOWS" look for
"C:WINNT" instead.



Click " defrag.exe"

Click " Weekly"

Select Propram to Schedule

C RN s e

|5] dgrpsatu.di

(4] [

—— =

]

s
Scheduled Task Wizard

Type & name for this tazk. The tatk name can be
lhe same name a3 the progiam name.

[diig

:' Peaiiomm lhis Lagk:
) Daly

@ weekly

| O Monithy

() One lime only

O Wwhen | logon

O When myp computer stats
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Scheduled Task Wizard

Type aname for this task. The task name can be
the zame name as lhe progiam name.

|dig

Peiform this task:

O Daiy

(2 Weekly

O Monthly

) One time: only

(O Wwhen my computer staits
(OWwhen | log on

Cancel |

| <Back

Click " Next"

Ivtel

| <Back || Mes> | [ Concel |

wiki

Choose Run Timethat is convenient for you, Tuesday at 2AM isa good setting.
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Scheduled Task Wizard

Enter the name and password of a user. The task vl
tuen &% it weie started by that use:,

| el

Enter the user name: | WIKIHOW>Pwiki

| Enter the password; [u e

Confirm password: ! eans| |

If & password iz not entered, scheduled tasks might

10.

[ <Back || mew> | [ cance |

wiki

Enter the Admin User/Password

Scheduled Task Wizard

‘rou have successfully scheduled the following task:
dig McDe
‘wiindows wall peiforrn this back:

AL 8:41 PM every Mon, Tue, Wed of every week,
stasting 5H3/018 i

| Open advanced properties for this task when | cick |
L Finish.

Click Finish lo add this task to your Windows schedule.

11.

<Back || Finsh | | Cancel |

wiki

Check " Open advanced properties’
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Scheduled Task Wizard

You have successiull scheduled the following task:
diig

Windows will perform this task:

Aa:41 P every Mon, Tue, Wed of every week,
staiting 541372019

Eggnhmwplwﬂliﬁforlmmmﬂnl click

Click: Finish to add this task to your windows schedide.

12.

Click " Next"

lD\WIND DWS\system32\defrag.exe ]

Statire | C:AWINDOWSsystem32 |
Comments:
13.

From the" Task" Tab updatethe Run linewith the following: "C:WINDOW Ssystem32defrag.exe C"



@ - Scheduled Tazk Completed——————————— =

[C] Delete the task if i is not scheduled to run again
[ Stopthe task iftunsfor: 72 5| howfel[0 15| minte(sl

Add Schedule

~Idie Tine ——— =
[ Oy start the task if the computer has been idle for 3t least:

(5] ot
li the computer hat not beer idle that long, retry for up to:
[

- [] stop the task. if the compuler ceases to be idle.

“ower Manage

(] Donit stat the task if the computer is nning on balleriss.
[[] Step the lask if batlery mode begine.
Waksmamrwtulolmﬂ'u’sla.sk

14.

oK IIW]IAnw.iJiﬁ

From the" Settings' Tab, under " Power Management" check off the" Wake the Computer™"

o =

Task | Schedule || Setiings|
E CAWINDOWS\Tasks\diig job E
Bun: | rcDef
Start in: \t:munmusxmmaz i
Comments:
15.

Run as: | WIKIHOW-XP\wiki | [setpeswod )"

[&r

Repeat this processfor each additional drive letter replacing C for the current drive that you wish to
defrag, and add a day to the Schedule.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Run Windows XP System Maintenance With Automated Scripts"
edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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