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How to run multiple Linux distrosinside Ter minal
using Distrobox

If you've been aLinux user for awhile, you'll probably want to use multiple distributions on your machine. Now
it's possible thanks to a great tool called Distrobox.

It allows you to create containers on your Linux system using Podman or Docker. These containers are
integrated with serversto allow users to share home folders, external storage and USB devices, GUI
applications, sounds, etc.

This guide will help you learn everything about Distrobox including how to use it with any Linux distribution.

How to install and use Distr obox

Let's see how to install and use Distrobox on Linux. The article is using Ubuntu to provide detailed step-by-step
instructions on how to use thistool, but the steps will be the same on other Linux distributions.

First, open the Linux terminal and execute the following command to download and execute the Distrobox
installation script:

If you get the "curl: command not found" error, you should install cURL on Linux and run the above command
again. Now it'stimeto install and set up Docker for Distrobox, so execute the following command to install
Docker on Linux:

sudo apt install docker.io -y

After installing Docker, run the commands below to start and enable the Docker service:
sudo systenctt!| enabl e --now docker

Y ou can aso run the following command to check the status of the Docker service:
sudo systentt!l status --now docker

Output:
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:~% sudo systemctl status
docker.service - Docker Appli ion Container En
loaded (/lib/syste enabled; vendor presetf
: 0 :02 IST; 2h 28min ago

et
/docs.docker.com

xerd)

kerd -H fd:// --containerd=/run/containerd/contf

Apr @ 5
Apr 05 57 Shaankit dockerd[1043]:
Apr @ Shaankit dockerd[18431: time-
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Shaankit dockerd[1043]: time 4-05T15:26:50.694104257+05: 4
- >

-

-

Now issue the following command to add the current user to the Docker group named "docker":
sudo usernod -aG docker $USER

Once you're done, alow the system to check out the newly changed Docker bucket:

newgrp docker

After successfully installing Distrobox and Docker, create a Docker container for Distrobox. Assuming you want
to use AlmaLinux from the terminal, run the following command to continue:

di strobox create --imge al malinux:|atest --nane al ma

Output:

:~$ distrobox create --image almalinux:latest --name alma
Image almalinux:latest not found.
Do you want to pull the image now? [Y/n]: v
lLatest: Pulling from library/almalinux
08af04ac2B8ab: Pull complete
Digest: sha2s 996e1faa 48c7fe3aes5652efc4bBeacbdead710f@cca®167251dd2
7e

Status: Dow ed newer image for almalinux:latest

docker .10 y/almalinux:latest

4682884422303 071082326467517d3ff8808ea469346da0c074fbBO27578¢
Distrobox 'alma' successfully created.

To enter_ run:
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The above command will automatically deploy the latest version of AlmaLinux to Distrobox. Finally, start up
Distrobox and access the Docker container:

di strobox-enter --nane al m

Output:



=1 shaankit@alma: ~

distrobox-1.2.14/tests/compatibillity- test
distrobox-1.2.14/uni all
install: omitting di y ‘distrobox-1.2.14/man/man1’

: image rockylinux:latest --name rocky
Distrobox named ‘rocky' already ex
To enter, run:
distrobox-enter --name rocky
G distrobox create --image almalinux:latest --name alma
Image almalinux:latest not found.
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After issuing the command, you will notice that the terminal prompt will change to "alma." It means you are
now using AlmaLinux from Ubuntu terminal.

For example, the system displays the "command not found" error when you execute the command sudo apt
update. However, sudo yum update works fine in terminal because AlmaLinux supports YUM instead of APT.

:~% sudo apt update
sudo: apt: command not found
:~§ sudo yum update
Failed to t locale, defaulting to C.UTF-8
Last iration check: ©:03:52 ago on Tue Apr 5 10:33:44

=

-

x86_64
x86_64

==z =
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When you create multiple containers for Distrobox, you can quickly view the complete list of containers
available on the system using:

di strobox-1i st

Output:

$ distrobox-1ist
| NAME
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Note that you should not use sudo with the above command as it will show the error "/usr/local/bin/distrobox-list
as sudo is not supported".

To remove any container from the list, execute below command.

di strobox-rm --nane rocky



Output:

k :~5 distrobox-rm --name rocky
Do you really want to delete rocky? [Y/n]: ¥
rocky
- |
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After running the command, the system will ask for your confirmation, so please type"Y" to proceed with the
deletion process. Y ou can change the rocky name in the aforementioned command to any other container you
want to remove from the system.

There isacommand line tool called Neofetch, using this tool you can check the current operating system with its
related information and logo. Let'sinstall it in the AlmaLinux system with the following commands:

dnf install epel-relase dnf install neofetch

Make sure you import the AlmaLinux Distrobox container first and then install Neofetch. Otherwise, it won't
work when the host system runs Ubuntu. The example was inside the container and using AlmaLinux, so the
above commands were executed directly.

If you are running some other Linux distro inside Distrobox, install Neofetch with these commands:
For Debian/Ubuntu:

sudo apt install neofetch

On Arch Linux and its derivatives:

sudo pacnan -S neofetch

Now, launch the Neofetch utility from the terminal by executing the neofetch command and you will get the
following output:

:~$ neofetch
shaankit@alma.Shaankit

05: AlmaLinux ctic Sphynx) x86_64
Host: VirtualB:
Kernel: 5.13.0
i Uptime: 41 min
SRR Packages: 295 1)
BEBBBBBHBERR Shell: bash 4.4.20
EURURBBREY Resolution: 1288x768
BERRERR DE: GNOME
Lonnany WM: Mutter

# Terminal: containerd-s
CPU: Intel i5- @ 2.400GHz
GPU: 08:02.0 Vi VGA I1 Adapter
Memory: 777MiB |/ 68G65MiB
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Here you will get all information about current operating system with its official logo. The article recommends
using Neofetch with Distrobox because it helps verify the operating system currently running inside the terminal.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to run multiple Linux distrosinside Terminal using Distrobox" edited
by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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