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How to revive an old gaming PC with AtlasOS

See how you can get the most out of your old PC with AtlasOS, boosting responsiveness and game frame rates.

Your old PC has started to age and you can't run the latest and greatest games on it. However, that doesn't mean
it's time to make an expensive upgrade. If you're not dealing with hardware issues, the problem isn't that the PC
itself is "old" but that newer software demands more from it. And this "software" includes the operating system
itself, Windows.

See how you can get the most out of your old PC with AtlasOS, boosting responsiveness and game frame rates.

How to download AtlasOS

AtlasOS works by modifying your existing Windows installation. As of the time of writing, it is available for
Windows 10 and that is what will be used for this article.

If you're using Windows 11, you'll have to wait for a new version of AtlasOS in development for that operating
system - it may be available by the time you read this. Otherwise, you'll have to downgrade to Windows 10 or
perform a fresh install of Microsoft's previous operating system to use it.

1. Go to the official AtlasOS website and click Getting started .

 

2. Select the version of AtlasOS you want to download. As mentioned above, as of the time of writing, there is
only Atlas Windows 10.
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3. Download both the AME Wizard and the Atlas Playbook from the next page. For ease of use, create a new
folder and save both files inside it.

 

Before continuing, back up your data!

While AtlasOS doesn't install a completely new version of Windows and doesn't affect your installed data or
applications, it is such a basic set of tweaks for Windows that it feels like an alternative operating system.

So while your data and apps will be safe, it's best to back everything up just in case something goes wrong.
Better yet, you should also back up your entire operating system with a tool like Macrium Reflect to make sure
you can get back to your "normal" Windows in case you find AtlasOS isn't for you.

Preparing to set up AtlasOS



During this initial period, AtlasOS will check your current Windows installation to make sure it's not different
than expected, download updates, and teach you how to disable security measures (to allow it to modify
Windows settings and system files).

1. Run your favorite file manager (or press Windows + E to launch Windows File Explorer) and navigate to the
folder where you saved the AtlasOS and Playbook AME Wizard executable file for your version of Windows.
Run the AME Wizard executable.

2. If the AtlasOS setup wizard doesn't show the loaded Playbook on the left side of its window, drag and drop
the Playbook you downloaded there. With an appropriate Playbook loaded, the AtlasOS setup will ask you to
Disable Security to "allow access to the AME Wizard file system". Click Run action to do it.

 

3. The AtlasOS setup wizard will show you a button, Open Windows Security , which you can click to jump
quickly to that Windows installation.



4. Disable all 4 types of security measures on the Windows Security settings page.

 

5. When done, AtlasOS' setup will detect the changes and notify you that "Windows Security is disabled",
prompting you to close the settings window and move on to the next step.



6. AtlasOS is designed for a specific combination of a specific Windows version and several updates and will
notify you if those requirements are not met. Usually it will also provide a " Prepare (the) System " option
according to the conditions that the loaded Playbook requires. Click Run action to do it.

7. The setup wizard will start the "Preparing (your) system" by installing, removing or modifying components
and settings. Your PC may restart during that part of the process, and other than that, no user intervention is
required.

8. You will also have to allow the AME Wizard to make changes to your device for that to work.



 

9. If the AME Wizard prompts you to do so afterwards or fails, you should manually download the latest updates
for your version of Windows.

10. Finally, when the AME Wizard reports that " Requirements (are) met ", click Next to proceed with the
actual installation.



Install AtlasOS

As of now, your Windows installation is (mostly) untouched and you can still cancel the installation of AtlasOS.
Again, we strongly recommend that you perform a complete Windows operating system backup if you haven't
already done so so you can revert the changes that will be applied in the next steps.

1. The AtlasOS setup wizard will show you a typical license agreement. Click Next to move to the next step or
cancel if you have changed your mind about modifying your Windows installation.

2. In the next step, the AtlasOS installer will extract the necessary resources and may also download additional
files.

3. The installer can download resources like .Net 3.5.



 

4. .and remove things that the loaded Playbook considers "useless", such as Microsoft's OneDrive cloud storage
solution.

5. AtlasOS will also "ignore" a lot of system packages and disable many services to "light up" your operating
system.



6. You will also be given the option to choose how to deal with Security Mitigations . The article will not go
into detail, but you can think of them as additional security software patches for older CPUs. If your CPUs are
newer (released within the last 5 years), it's (usually) better not to disable them. If your CPU is relatively old, by
disabling Security Mitigations you will have to reduce the security capabilities to increase performance. It's
your choice, but AtlasOS will automatically turn them off if you don't respond within 5 minutes.

7. When almost done, AtlasOS Wizard will inform you that it is " Finalizing (the) configuration ".



8. Once all the steps are complete and all the rules in the AtlasOS Playbook are applied, your PC will
automatically reboot.

9. Windows may have to perform a reconfiguration on the next boot.



You finished reading the article "How to revive an old gaming PC with AtlasOS" edited by the TipsMake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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