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How to Quote in a Resear ch Paper

A research paper can be made stronger through the use of quotations. Y ou may use quotes when you need to cite
akey piece of primary source material, strengthen your argument through another writer's work, or highlight a
term of art. Itis...

Quote Help

Picture 1 of How to Quote in a Research Paper
Sample Short Quotes

Picture 2 of How to Quote in a Research Paper
Sample Modified Quotes

Picture 3 of How to Quote in a Research Paper
Sample Block Quotes

Method 1 of 4:

Using Different Types of Quotes

Understand how to use dropped quotes ]

Using a complete sentence :
As Rembrandt’s skill developed, he began painting

landscapes that are “romantic and visionary” (Wallace 96).
Using atag :

Rembrandt's landscapes are “romantic and visionary™
{Wallace 96).
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Under stand how to use dropped quotes. Dropped quotes are partial phrases taken from the middle of a
piece of text. Dropped quotes are comprised of only afew words and give no information about the
speaker. These must always be introduced within a sentence, and cannot comprise a compl ete sentence on
their own.
1. Use acomplete sentence to incorporate a dropped quote. Ex: As Rembrandt's skill developed, he
began painting landscapes that are 'romantic and visionary' (Wallace 96).
2. Use ashort phrase to incorporate a dropped quote: Rembrandt's landscapes are ‘romantic and
visionary' (Wallace 96).

Understand how to use full sentence qun'res}

Using a complete sentence :

Over the course of time Rembrandt's work began to change
and focus on different themes, but as Wallace points out:
"Rembrandt's great gift as an etcher lay in preserving a
sense of spontaneity while scrupulously attending to close
detail” (142).

Using a signal phrase:
As Wallace states, “Rembrandt’s great gift as an etcher lay
in preserving a sense of spontaneity while scrupulously

attending to close detail” (142).
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Under stand how to use full sentence quotes. As the name implies, full sentence quotes are created by
guoting compl ete sentences that take up less than 4 lines. Although these are compl ete sentences, they
cannot be used as stand-alone sentences in your paper. Introduce them with an additional complete
sentence or asignal phrase.

1. Use acomplete sentence to introduce a full sentence quote. Ex: Over the course of time Rembrandt's
work began to change and focus on different themes, but as Wallace points out: "Rembrandt's great
gift as an etcher lay in preserving a sense of spontaneity while scrupulously attending to close detail’
(142).

2. Useasignal phrase to introduce your full sentence quote. Ex: As Wallace states, ‘Rembrandt’s great
gift as an etcher lay in preserving a sense of spontaneity while scrupulously attending to close detail’
(142).



Understand how fo use block quotes }

Scholar Michael Corinaldi makes a similar point about the

history of Israel and the Ethiopians:
The Israeli government, however, made no attempt to
include the Ethiopians in the waves of immigrants that
arrived in Israel, and in some cases Ethiopian Jews were
forced to go into hiding lest they be deported by the local
authorities. This was based on their considerations of
how Jewish the Ethiopians were and how easily they

3. could adapt into their new environment. (180)
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Under stand how to use block quotes. Block quotes are multiple sentences quoted directly from a source
which take up more than 4 linesin your paper, or no more than 3 if you are quoting verse 1] Because
these take up alot of physical space, they should be used sparingly with a maximum of 1-2 for a complete
paper. Incorporate a block quote by adding a complete line space between your own content and the quote,
and offsetting it by indenting the entire quote to the right asingle time.

1. Introduce your block quote with a colon. Ex: According to Wallace: (add aline break here, and then
indent the entire quote).

2. Block quotes do not use quotation marks. Y ou have already stated who the author is/what is being
referred to in the introduction sentence. Add the in-text parenthetical citation after the period at the
end of the quote, though.

3. If your block quote isinside a paragraph, you don't have to start a new paragraph at the end of it.
Simply add another line break and begin writing along the left margin (with no indent).[2] However,
you will need to indent the second paragraph by an extra 0.25 in (0.64 cm) if you are citing more
than 1 paragraph.[3]



Understand how fo use indirect quui‘es]

Children of the poor at the turn of the century received little
if any emotional or intellectual nurturing from their mothers,
whose main charge was family survival. Working for and
organizing household subsistence were what defined
mothering. Next to this, even the children's basic comfort

was forced into the background (Ross, 1995).

4. [Example : Love and Toil: Motherhood in Outcast London, 1870-1918 by Ellen Ross
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Under stand how to use indirect quotes. Indirect quoting, or paraphrasing, is when you use a sentence
from a source but change the wording slightly into your own words. This is useful when you cannot meet
rubric requirements by quoting, or if you've quoted too much. Be careful to avoid plagiarism though by
changing at least 50% of the sentence.

1. Change the structure of the sentence by moving clauses around. Aim to change at least half of the
sentence into a new structure, but also make sure that the grammar is correct and the meaning of the
sentenceis still clear. Y ou can use a thesaurus to exchange words with synonyms.

2. Paraphrasing should only be done if you are certain that you understand the content you are
copying. If you are unclear as to the meaning of the quote, you won't be able to put it adequately
into your own words.

3. When you write your paraphrase, don't look at the quote. Keep the meaning in your head and create
anew sentence to match.[4]

Method 2 of 4:

Formatting Your Quotes



Know where fo ploce commas and periods

S

According to Will Durant; “Their economy remained
local in structure even while their fleets and products
reached out to distant ports” (609}
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Know whereto place commas and periods. When you're placing a quote inside your essay, you'll likely
have to use acomma or period at the end. If you're quoting without giving a citation (because your entire
essay is about a single work, for example) commas and periods go inside the quotations marks. If you've
included a parenthetical citation, the comma or period goes outside the quotation marks after the citation.
1. To useacomma, you might structure the quote with in sentence like this: "Y ogurt provides
beneficial bacteriato your gut,’ so it is good to include 1 serving per day in your diet.
2. Touseaperiod, you might structure the quote like this: ‘Carrots are a valuable source of vitamin A’

Know where fo place exclamation points and question marks ]7

Quotation that comes with a question mark:
Alice said “but where will | go?” (24).

Asking a question about a quotation:
With so much contention, will literary scholars ever agree
on “the dream-like quality of Alice’s adventure” (39)%

Question about a quoted question:
2. At this point in the story, readers communally ask “but
where will | go2” (24).
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Know wher e to place exclamation points and question marks. If there is an exclamation point or
guestion mark inside the quote you are using, keep it inside the quotation marks. If you're asking a
guestion or exclaiming the importance of a quote, add the punctuation outside of the quotation marks. If
you are asking a question about a quoted question, use a single question mark inside the quotations.

1. Example of a quotation that comes with a question mark: Alice said 'but where will | go? (24).



2. Example of asking a question about a quotation: With so much contention, will literary scholars ever
agree on 'the dream-like quality of Alice's adventure' (39)?

3. Example of a question about a quoted question: At this point in the story, readers communally ask
‘but where will | go? (24).

)

Use ellipses correctly J

As the man stated, “reading the book over the last few

weeks was not only incredibly enjoyable, but also

a

2 d enlightening and life-changing.”
12

As the man stated, "reading the book wasssenlightening

and life-changing.”
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Use ellipses correctly. When you use the mgjority of, but not all of a quote, or if you begin in the middle
of aquote, it is necessary to insert ellipses. These show that some of the sentence is not included in your
guote. Use'..." to show that a part of the quote before or after your selection has been excluded.

1. Ellipses can be used in the center of a quote to leave out words that you feel add unnecessary length
to the statement without adding value. For example: Asthe man stated, ‘reading the book
was...enlightening and life-changing.' Thisis done rather than: As the man stated, ‘'reading the book
over the last few weeks was not only incredibly enjoyable, but also enlightening and life-changing.'

2. Ellipses should be used only before or after a quote, not both. If you are only use a part of a quote
from the center of aselection, it isjust apartial or dropped quote. However, keep in mind that
ellipses rarely come at the beginning of a quotation.[®]



Use brackets correctly ]

“Rembrandt’'s portrait of her [Henrickje, his mistress]
was both accurate and emotion-filled” (Wallace 49).
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Use brackets correctly. The opposite of ellipses (used to leave something out), brackets are inserted into
aquote to add information that you deem important/necessary but which is not included in the quote itself.
Y ou can include brackets in a quote to give afew words, typically the name of a person or place that the
quote is focusing on, to help the reader understand the context.
1. For example: As scholars have noted, 'Rembrandt's portrait of her [Henrickje, his mistress] was both
accurate and emotion-filled' (Wallace 49).

]

Use colons and semicolons correctly |

John described the experiment as "a important
breakthrough™; other scientists disagreed.

Scholar Gadi BenEzer writes on the hardship of
assimilation: “From the point of view of the Ethiopian
Jews . .. it might be summed up precisely as a failure to
feel the sense of completeness and belonging they had
5. expected . . . Instead, they experienced a continu[ing]
struggle to realise their identity and self-concept”
(BenEzer 185).
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Use colons and semicolons correctly. If you are using a colon or semicolon after aquote, or thereisa
colon or semicolon at the end of your selection which you are quoting, place the punctuation mark outside
of the quotation marks.[€]



Copy the quote exactly }

As Dormer has noted, “his work is much more valuable

now then [sic] it was at the time of its creation.”
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Copy the quote exactly. If you are using adirect quote, it isimperative that you copy it word-for-word.
Include all spelling and grammatical mistakes as well, even if you are aware they are incorrect. If your
guote has a mistake that you are aware of, put [sic] (italicized and in brackets) immediately after the
mistake. This signifies that you are aware that there is a mistake in the quote, and that it is not a mistake on
your part.

1. Ex: AsDormer has noted, 'his work is much more valuable now then [sic] it was at the time of its
creation.’

Method 3 of 4:

Quoating in Different Styles

Quote in MLA format }

We can therefore ascertain that “Rembrandt’s decline in
popularity may have been his dedication to Biblical
painting” (Wallace 112).

According to some, “another reason for Rembrandt's
decline in popularity may have been his dedication to
Biblical painting” (Wallace 112}, but not everyone agree
on this matter.

1 Wallace states that “another reason for Rembrandt's
decline in popularity may have been his dedication to
Biblical painting” (112).
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Quotein MLA format. When citing in MLA format, your in-text citation should include the author's
name and the page number that the information is from. Y ou can include these together in a parenthetical
citation, or you can mention one in your writing and the other in a parenthetical citation.
1. Ex: We can therefore ascertain that ‘Rembrandt’s decline in popularity may have been his dedication
to Biblical painting' (Wallace 112).
2. Ex: According to some, ‘another reason for Rembrandt's decline in popularity may have been his
dedication to Biblical painting' (Wallace 112), but not everyone agree on this matter.
3. Ex: Wallace states that "another reason for Rembrandt's decline in popularity may have been his
dedication to Biblical painting' (112).[7]

Quote in APA format }

As Billy's character is described, we learn “Billy wasn't a
Catholic, even though he grew up with a ghastly crucifix
on his wall” (Vonnegut 1969),

Vonnegut gives a factual statement with a clear opinion
thrown in when he says “Billy wasn’t a Catholic, even though

he grew up with a ghastly crucifix on his wall” {1969).

With the knowledge that “Billy wasn't a Catholic, even though
2. he grew up with a ghastly crucifix on his wall” (Vonnegut
1969), we begin to understand his philosophical standings.
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Quotein APA format. Slightly different than MLA format, APA requires an in-text parenthetical citation
with the author's last name and the year the text was published. They must be included together in the
parentheses, or you can mention the name of the author in your writing and put just the year in parentheses
afterwards.[8]
1. Ex: AsBilly's character is described, we learn 'Billy wasn't a Catholic, even though he grew up with
aghastly crucifix on hiswall' (Vonnegut 1969).
2. Ex: Vonnegut gives afactual statement with a clear opinion thrown in when he says 'Billy wasn't a
Cathalic, even though he grew up with a ghastly crucifix on hiswall' (1969).
3. Ex: With the knowledge that 'Billy wasn't a Catholic, even though he grew up with a ghastly
crucifix on hiswall' (Vonnegut 1969), we begin to understand his philosophical standings.



Quote in Chicago style }

The people who worked in the meat factories of Chicago
at the turn of the century “were tied to the great
packing-machine, and tied to it for life.™

'Upton Sinclair, The Jungle (Doubleday, Page & Company:
3 1906), 99.
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Quotein Chicago style. The Chicago style of formatting research essays uses footnotes at the bottom of
your page rather than in-text parenthetical citations. In order to cite a quotation in your paper, add a
footnote number immediately after the ending quotation mark (not inside the quotes). This should be
paired with a matching citation at the bottom of the page.[°]

Method 4 of 4:

Quoting Successfully

Choose the quotations you want fo use in the paper with care IIM'M]-

Another study showed that “clouds are white” (“More

Obvious Observations,” n.d., para. 7).
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Choose the quotations you want to usein the paper with care. Overuse of quotationsis considered
sloppy in academic writing because it relies too heavily on others to make your point. Show not only that
can you write, but that you can also judiciously sift through large amounts of research to glean the most



important quotes that will support your argument.

]

Avoid summarizing |

Guicciardin also claims that the French descent into
ltaly “not only [gave] rise to changes of dominions,
subversion of kingdoms, desolation of countries,
destruction of cities and the cruelest [of] massacres”
but that it also brought about “new fashions, new
customs, new and bloody ways of waging warfare . . .
and diseases which had been unknown up to that

2. time” (48).
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Avoid summarizing. If you're quoting something directly, it should be done because you have valuable
insights based on that particular phrase or set of information. Quotes should not be used asfiller, followed
by along summary or paraphrase of what you copied. Make sure that when you discuss the quote, you
aren't smply repeating what the text saysin different words.[10]

Use quotes to highlight a specific phrase }

Scholar Gregory Hanlon asserted in his book that “not
only did France under Charles VIl begin this
unleash[ing] [of] a Pandora’s box of calamities lasting
for over half a century . . . but that after he left the
throne, Louis XlI, his successor, invaded ltaly again in
1499, claiming other parts of ltaly . . . and agree[ing] to
split Naples with Ferdinand of Spain” (Hanlon 63).
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Use quotesto highlight a specific phrase. Often times in academic writing, a very specific phrase or term
may be used and described by an empirical source. If there is no way for your to better explain or reword
this phrase, use a quotation. When possible, try to paraphrase or use an indirect quote to avoid seeming
lazy with your writing.



Quote important evidence }

According to Will Durant, “Their economy remained
local in structure even while their fleets and products
reached out to distant ports” (609).
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Quote important evidence. Quotations can be particularly helpful for an argumentative or study-based
research paper, as you can use them to provide direct evidence for an important point you are making. Add
oomph to your position by quoting someone who also backs it, with good reason. Be sure to elaborate on
their point after quoting though, rather than just dropping it into your essay without further discussion.

|
I

Be clear when using quotes

Scholar Gadi BenEzer writes on the hardship of
assimilation: “From the point of view of the Ethiopian
Jews . . . it might be summed up precisely as a failure
to feel the sense of completeness and belonging they
had expected . . . Instead, they experienced a
continufing] struggle to realise their identity and

self-concept” (BenEzer 185). @
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Be clear when using quotes. Although helpful at times, quotes that have not been clearly attributed can
be confusing and out of place. Make sure your quote is given context before stating it. Although you
should have a citation involved as well, it isimportant to make it clear to the reader that the ideas you are
presenting are those of someone else.



Create a bibliography ]
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Include bibliographic information at the end of the paper. A "Works Cited" page, or other
bibliographic source page, is used at the end of the paper to list full publishing information on each quoted
source.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Quote in a Resear ch Paper" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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