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How to quickly extract .tar.gz file on Windows 10

Typicaly, tar files are commonly used by Ubuntu and macOS users for data storage and backup, but sometimes
Windows 10 users may encounter these types of files and need to extract its contents.

A file using the .tar.gz format is a file created with a Unix-based archive application and then compressed using
the gzip tool. These files are often called tarballs. Although you can find them with the extension.tar.gz, the file
extension can also be shortened to .tgz or .gz.

Typicaly, tar files are commonly used by Ubuntu and macOS users for data storage and backup, but sometimes
Windows 10 users may encounter these types of files and need to extract its contents.

Although you can use some third-party applications like 7-Zip and PeaZip, sometimes these applications may
not work well with files created on other platforms and are very slow when extracting a bulk files.

Windows 10 includes native support for tar. Y ou can use the Command Prompt to extract these files. In addition,
you can even use Windows Subsystem for Linux (WSL), which provides native support for Ubuntu, Fedora and
SUSE, so you can also access many Linux tools, including tar to extract. Quick content from tarball.

In this tutorial, you will learn the steps to use the original tar commands on Windows 10 with Command Prompt
and Ubuntu to extract the contents of the .tar.gz file.

Extract tarball .tar.gz, .tgz or .gz with tar on Windows 10

To extract .tar.gz, .tgz, .gz and .zip files with tar on Windows 10, follow these steps:

Step 1. Open Start on Windows 10.

Step 2. Open Command Prompt with admin rights.

Step 3. Enter the following command to use tar to extract the filesand press Ent er :

tar -xvzf C. PATHTOFI LEFI LE- NAME. tar. gz - C C PATHTOFOLDEREXTRACTI ON
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Extract tarball .tar.gz, .tgz or .gz with tar on Windows 10

Quick tip : In the command, make sure to update the syntax to include source and destination paths. Also, since
you already use tar on Windows 10, you don't need to specify the path as if you're running Linux. Y ou can only
use the path format used by Windows.
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When you complete the steps, after a while, you will have all the files and folders extracted to the destination
path you specified.

Assuming that you extracted a tarball created on another system, the article ignores some of the arguments that
are often needed to protect rights, but are not necessary on Windows 10 to access thefiles.

Extract tarball .tar.gz, .tgz or .gz with tar in Linux on Windows 10

To use tar on Linux, you need to install a distribution (such as Ubuntu) by turning on Windows Subsystem for
Linux (WSL), then installing Ubuntu from the Microsoft Store.

To extract .tar.gz file with Linux on Windows 10, follow these steps:

Step 1. Open Start.

Step 2. Search Ubuntu and click on the top result to open the application.

Step 3. Enter the following command to extract the contents of the .tar.gz file and press Ent er :

sudo tar -xvzf /mt/c/ PATH TQ TAR- FI LE/ Deskt op/ FI LE-NAME. tar.gz -C /mt/c/ PATH T
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Quick tip : In the command, make sure to update the syntax to include source and destination paths. If there is
only one .tar file, you can use the same command described above, but do not include the z argument.

In the above command, for example type sudo to run the application with admin rights, tar to invoke the
application and then give it some arguments, including:

X - Instruct tar that you want to extract the content.

v - Thisis an optional argument to display the extraction process. If not, you will only see the cursor blinking
until the processis complete.

z - Tell tar to extract the contents of the .tar.gz file with gzip.
f - Instruct tar the name of the file you are about to extract.

Then you need to specify the path of the tarball file you want to extract. You may have noticed that the path
startswith/ mnt / ¢/, instead of c:, and this is because we actually work in the Linux world.

-C - Used to tell tar to change directories. When executing the command, you start in the source directory and
then you need to specify the destination directory, thisis the path the article specified to complete the command.
You can extract files to any directory you want, but remember to start the path with / mnt / followed by the
Windows path.

It isimportant to pay attention to uppercase and lowercase letters while typing a command in Linux.



In this tutorial, TipsM ake.com looked at the basic steps to perform a specific task. If you are not a Linux user,
thereisalot to learn about tar. If you want to learn more about thistool, in the Ubuntu dashboard, typet ar - -

hel p.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to quickly extract .tar.gz file on Windows 10" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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