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How to Publish a Research Paper

Publishing aresearch paper in a peer-reviewed journal is an important activity within the academic community.
It allows you to network with other scholars, get your name and work into circulation, and further refine your
ideas and...

Method 1 of 3:

Submitting (and Resubmitting) Your Paper

Ask a colleague or professor to review your research paper. They should edit your paper for grammar,
spelling errors, typos, clarity, and conciseness. They should also verify your content. Research papers need
to present an issue that is significant and relevant. They should be clearly written, easy to follow, and
appropriate for the intended audience.[!]
1. Havetwo or three people review your paper. At least one should be a non-expert in the major topic
— their ‘outsider's perspective' can be particularly valuable, as not all reviewerswill be experts on
your specific topic.
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Revise your paper based on your reviewers recommendations. It islikely you will go through several
drafts before final submission of your research paper. Give a special effort to make your Faper Clear,
engaging, and easy to follow. Thiswill greatly increase your chances of being published.[?]

Prepare your manuscript according to your chosen journal's requirements. Format your research
paper so it fits the guidelines for that publication. Most journals provide a document called "Instruction to
Authors’ or "Author's Guide" that offers specific instructions about layout, type font, and length. This
guide will also tell you how to submit your paper and will provide details of the review process.[3]
1. Journal articlesin the sciences often follow a specific organizational format, such as: Abstract;
Introduction; Methods; Results; Discussion; Conclusion; Acknowledgements/References. Those in
the arts and humanities are usually less regimented.



Submit your article when you feel it'sready to go. Go to the Author's Guide (or similar) on the journal's
website to review its submission requirements. Once you are satisfied that your paper meets all of the
guidelines, submit the paper through the appropriate channels. Some journals allow online submission,
while others prefer a hard copy.[4]
1. Submit your article to only one journal at atime. Work your way down your list, one at atime, as
needed.
2. When submitting online, use your university email account. This connects you with a scholarly
institution, which adds credibility to your work.

How

Don't panic when you get the journal'sinitial response. Very few article submissions get an immediate
'‘Accept’ reply from a peer-reviewed journal. If you do get one of these, go celebrate! Otherwise, calmly
deal with the reply you get. It will likely be one of the following:[°]



1. Accept with Revision — only minor adjustments are needed, based on the provided feedback by the
reviewers.

2. Revise and Resubmit — more substantial changes (as described) are needed before publication can
be considered, but the journal is still very interested in your work.

3. Rgect and Resubmit — the article is not currently viable for consideration, but substantial
alterations and refocusing may be able to change this outcome.

4. Reject — the paper isn't and won't be suitable for this publication, but that doesn't mean it might not
work for another journal.

Embrace reviewer comments as constructive criticism. Quite often, you'll be asked to revise your paper
and resubmit it, based on the comments provided by several (often three) anonymous reviewers and the
editor. Study their critiques carefully and make the necessary changes.

1. Do not get over-attached to your original submission. Instead, remain flexible and rework the paper
in light of the feedback you receive. Use your skills as aresearcher and awriter to create a superior
paper.

2. However, you don't have to 'roll over' and meekly follow reviewer comments that you feel are off
the mark. Open a dialogue with the editor and explain your position, respectfully but confidently.
Remember, you're an expert on this specific topic![6]



Keep trying to get your paper published. Even if you are ultimately rejected by your preferred journal,
continue to re-write your research paper and submit it to other publicationsm
1. Remember, arejected paper doesn't necessarily equal a bad paper. Numerous factors, many of them
completely out of your control, go into determining which articles are accepted.
2. Move on to your second-choice journal for submission. Y ou might even ask for guidance on finding
abetter fit from the editor of thefirst journal.

Method 2 of 3:

Choosing the Right Journal for Submission




Familiarize your self with potential publications. Be aware of the research already published and the
current questions and studies in your field. Pay special attention to how other research papersin your field
are written: the format, the type of articles (quantitative studies versus qualitative ones, primary research,
review of existing papers), the writing style, the subject matter, and the vocabulary.[8l

1. Read academic journalsrelated to your field of study.

2. Search online for published research papers, conference papers, and journal articles.

3. Ask acolleague or professor for a suggested reading list.
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Choose the publication that best suitsyour research paper. Each publication has its own audience and
tone of writing. Decide, for instance, if your research paper would fit better in ajournal that is highly
technical and meant only for other scholars, or ajournal that is more general in nature for a broader
audience.[%]
1. 'Fit' iscritical here — the most renowned journal in your field might not be the one best suited to
your specific work. At the same time, though, don't sell yourself short by assuming your paper could
never be good enough for that top-shelf publication.



Keep thecirculation or exposure of the journal in mind. Once you've narrowed down your list of
potential submission sites, do alittle digging to find out how widely-read and widely-cited articlesin those
journals seem to be. Greater exposure for your work will be a definite benefit, especially when you're
trying to make a name for yourself early in your career.[10]
1. However, always prioritize peer-reviewed journals — in which field scholars anonymously review
submitted works. Thisis the basic standard for scholarly publishing.
2. You can increase your readership dramatically by publishing in an open access journal. As such, it
will be freely available as part of an online repository of peer-reviewed scholarly papers.[11]

Method 3 of 3:

Strengthening Your Submission



Giveyour paper aclear vision. Good journal articles usually get straight to the point and remain there
the whole way through. Establish what exactly your paper explores/investigates/accomplishes right from
the start, and make sure that every subsequent paragraph builds on thisvisi on.[12]
1. Make astrong, clear statement of thisvision in your thesis statement. Compare the following weak
VS. strong statements:
1. 'This paper explores how George Washington's experiences as a young officer may have
shaped his views during difficult circumstances as a commanding officer.’
2. 'This paper contends that George Washington's experiences as a young officer on the 1750s
Pennsylvaniafrontier directly impacted his relationship with his Continental Army troops
during the harsh winter at Valley Forge.'

A
Narrow your focus. Clear visions can also be grand visions, but journal articles don't lend themselvesto
thorough examinations of large-scale topics. Scholars who are revising content from athesis or



dissertation often struggle with this element; you need to be able to strip away (or at least significantly dial
back) t[hi n]gs like background information, literature reviews, and methodological discussions for ajournal
article.[13
1. Thisisespecially true for younger scholars who are breaking into the field. Leave the grand (yet till
only 20-30 page) explorations to more established scholars.

Write atop-notch abstract. The abstract is the first impression the reviewers will get of your work, so
you need to make it count. Make sure there are absolutely no typos or unnecessary elements; you'll only
have around 300 words to work with. Be bold in your claims and original in your approach, but don't over-
sell what your article actually provides.[14]
1. Your abstract should make people eager to start reading the article, but never disappointed when
they finish the article.
2. Get as many people as you can to read over your abstract and provide feedback before you submit
your paper to ajournal.
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Y ou finished reading the article "How to Publish a Resear ch Paper" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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