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How to Protect a Zip Filewith a Password on PC or
Mac

This wikiHow teaches you how to password-protect a zip archive using WinRAR for Windows, and macOS's
built-in zip toal. Install WinRAR on your PC. If you don't already have this free archive tool, see Use WinRAR
to learn how to get it.

Method 1 of 2:

Using WinRAR for Windows

iis a frial version of WinRAR archiver. Anyone may use it during a
periad of 40 days.

ASE CAREFULLY READ THE LICENSE AGREEMENT BELOW
ORE CONTINUING THE INSTALLATION PROCESS.

) USER LICENSE AGREEMENT

following agreement regarding RAR (and its Windows version - WinRAR.
iver - referred to as "software” - is made between win.rar GmbH - referrec

1. igree to the END USER LICENSE AGREEMENT (EULA), please click [Install]. If you do nc
Jlease click [Cancel].

[ - Ins;tall | | Cancel
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Install WinRAR on your PC. If you don't already have this free archive tool, see Use WinRAR to learn
how to get it.
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Press?Wwin + E|. This opensthe File Explorer.
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Browseto thefolder with thefilesyou want to zip.



Select thefile(s) and/or folder (s) you want to zip. To select more than one file and/or folder at atime,
hold Ctr|| asyou click each file or folder name.

[ scan with Windows Defender...
1= Share
Give access to
B8 Add to archive..
EH Add to “Documents.rar®
R compress and email...
B compress to “Documents.rar” and email

Send to

Right-click the highlighted file(s). A context menu will expand.



Namethefile. You can type a different file name by erasing the default under "Archive name.”
1. Leave".zip' at the end of the file name to show that it'sazip file. For example, archive.zip.



Select under 'Archiveformat.’

Click [ Set password... J. It'sat the bottom-right corner of the window. A password entry window will
appear.




Click [ OK J. It'sat the bottom-left corner of the password window.



Click [ OK . It'sat the bottom-center part of the archive window. This creates the zip file and protects it
with the password you entered.

Method 2 of 2;

Using Zip for macOS

Open a Terminal window on your Mac. You'll find Terminal in the Applications folder in a sub-folder
called Utilities.



Type zi p -er atthecommand lineand pre&;)_agum]. Thistells your Mac to create an encrypted
zipfile.

ip —er ~/Desktop/Archive.zip

Type the name and location of the zip file you want to create, followed by a space. Make sure to end
the new file name with '.zip' to show it'sazip file.
1. For example, if you want to create azip file called Archive.zip on your desktop, type
~Deskt op/ Archi ve. zi p and then type a space.



.2ip ~/Desktop/Samples

Typethename of the folder you want to zip and pr&s?_ag,um]. Type thisright after the space after the
path to the new zip file. Y ou'll then be prompted to enter a password.
1. For example, if you want to zip afolder on your desktop called Samples, type
~Deskt op/ Sampl es after the space and press ? .
2. Theentire command would look likethis ~Deskt op/ Archi ve. zi p
~Deskt op/ Sampl es .

Enter password: |3

Type a password and press 2Return. Thisisthe password you'll need to enter when unzipping the
archive. A confirmation message will appear.



®0e % stevebolinger — zip -er ~[DesktopfArchive
[Steves-Mac:~ stevebolinger$ zip -er ~/Deskto)

IEwmdmas  ma s s s

Verify password:
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Re-enter the password and press ? Return . This compresses the folder and files into a password-
protected zip file.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Protect a Zip File with a Password on PC or Mac" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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