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How to permanently display Windows 10 version on
desktop

With a simple tweak to the Windows 10 Registry file, users and system administrators can see exactly which
operating system version isinstalled on a particular PC just by looking at the desktop.

Microsoft has released updated versions of its Windows 10 operating system on a scheduled basis about twice a
year. If you are a system administrator for dozens, hundreds, or even thousands of workstations, determining
which version of Windows 10 is running on each computer can be very time consuming even in the best
condition.

Of course, when troubleshooting a computer problem, determining which version of Windows 10 is running on
your computer is afairly simple matter to properly open the System Configuration screen . However, doing so
many times can be frustrating, even for the most patient people.

With asimple tweak to the Windows 10 Registry file, users and system administrators can see exactly which
operating system version isinstalled on a particular PC just by looking at the desktop.

This guide will show you how to adjust the Registry file to display the current version of Windows 10 on the
desktop all thetime.

Note beforeimplementation

Editing the Windows Registry fileisaserious job. A corrupted Windows Registry file can render your computer
inoperable, require reinstalling the Windows 10 operating system, and may cause data |loss. Back up the Registry
file and create a Windows 10 restore point before you make any modifications.

Show Windows 10 version on desktop

The figure below shows the lower right corner of the typical Microsoft Windows 10 desktop - no version
information is displayed. This tweak to the Registry file will change that.
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The typical Microsoft Windows 10 desktop has no version information displayed

Asisthe case with any Registry tweak, start by typing " regedit” into the Cortana search box on the Windows
10 screen. Click that item in the search results to open the Registry Editor (regedit.exe). ). Once the application
IS open, navigate to this key:

Comput er HKEY_CURRENT _USERCont r ol Panel Deskt op

B Registry Editor - o %
Fidle Edit View Favorites Help
~ - Computer ~ || Name Type Data
HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT 2] (Default) REG_SZ {value not set)
¥ HKEY_CURRENT_USER ) ActiveWndTrack.. REG_DWORD Cx000D000O (0)
AppEvents 4 AutcColorization  REG_DWORD 00000000 (0)
Cansole ¥ BlockSendinputf. REG_SZ 0
‘-8 Cantrol Parwl | CaretTimeout  REG_DWORD 0x00001388 (5000)
>0 Accessibility 4] CaretWidth REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
3R Zppastance ) ClicklockTime  REG_DWORD 0x00000450 (1200)
Bastonth 45| CoolSwitchColu.. REG_SZ 7
Colars 8 B
i {._;Cools'ml.ﬂ'!ﬁnws REG_SZ 3
« T -.“_'.;Cursorﬁlmkﬂate REG_SZ 530
P 45| DockMoving REG_SZ 1
LanguageConfiguration HopiscalingVer  REG_DWORD 0x00001000 (4096)
MuiCached A% DragFromMaxim... REG_SZ 1
WindewMetrics 25| DragFullWindows REG_SZ 1
Infrared ) DragHeight REG_SZ 4
Input Method 2% DragWidth REG_SZ 4
> Infemational | FocusBerdertei..  REG_DWORD 0300000001 (1)
Keyboard 34| FocusBorderWid_. REG_DWORD 0200000001 (1)
Mouse b FontSmoothing  REG_SZ 2
> Personalization ‘rf-f-_‘:FontSl“omhing... REG_DWORD Q00000000 (0}
5| PowerCig 4 FontSmoothing... REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
> 1 Quick Actions | FontSmoothingT.. REG_DWORD 0x00000002 (2)
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Navigate to the above key in Registry Editor




Click on the Desktop key and scroll down to the list of keys shown in the right window until you find an item

labeled " PaintDesktopVersion".

B Registry Editor - o %
File Edit View Favorites Help
-é-nmpulel‘\.J-'l.KE‘;’._C_L-lR-REﬁT_U;EIRiéc-nnlwl B‘anei"\b;skmp
- % Computer A || Name Type Data o
HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT 4| ImageColor REG_DWORD (Oxafe29edd (2950
v | HKEY_CURRENT_USER 7] LastUpdated REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
AppEvents 2] LeftOverlapChars REG_SZ 3
Consele 3| LogPixels REG_DWORD 0x0000006e (110
-8 Cantrol Farwl %] MaxMonitorDimension REG_DWORD 0x00000780 (192
30 Accessillty %] MaxVirualDeskiopDi.. REG_DWORD 0x00000780 (192
3B Appearance 3] MenuShowDelay REG_S7 400
E:’:?‘h % MouseWheeRouting  REG_DWORD 0x00000002 (2)
et REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
- Deskiop f'-{f?a:tern REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
Colors .*‘?\' PreferredUlLanguages REG_MULTI_SZ en-US
LanguageConfiguration -’!ERightOvedapChars REG_SZ 3
MuiCadhod 28] SereenSaveActive REG_SZ 1
WindowMetrice !"‘:SnapSi:ing REG_SZ 1
Infrared 24| TileWallpaper REG_SZ Q
Input Method ) TranseodedimageCache REG_BINARY Tae301002614
> 1 International ¥4 TranscodedimageCac.. REG_BINARY Tac3 0100261
Keyboard 4] TranscodedimageCount REG_OWORD 000000001 (1)
Mouse | UserPreferencesMask  REG_BINARY Qe 1e 07 8012 OC
Personalization 5| WallPaper REG_SZ ChlUsers\Mark Kai
PowerCfg 14| WallpaperOriginX REG_OWORD 0x00000000 (0)
Quick Actions. 5| WalipaperOrigin¥ REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
3 Sound || S e S oo :

Find the item labeled "PaintDesktopVersion”

Double click the PaintDesktopVer sion key and change the default value from "

complete the process.
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EDmpulel‘U‘!‘KE‘;’._CURREﬁT_UE\&R\Cc-mlwl -Panei';xb;skMp
v | A || Name Type Data ]
Edit DWORD (32-bit) Value X ] ImageColor REG_DWORD Oxafe29edd (2950
v ] LastUpdated REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
*| [PariDeskogVerson 3% LeftOverlapChars REG_SZ 3
3 — ) LogPixels REG_DWORD 0<0000006e (110,
o [ﬂ— 1®) Hemadecamal 1] MaxMeonitorDimension REG_DWORD 000000780 (192
" ODeced ] MaxVirtualDesktopDi.. REG_DWORD (00000780 (192
¥ MenuShowDelay REG_SZ 400
Cancel % MouseWheeRouting  REG_DWORD 000000002 (2)
e %% PaintDesktopVersion REG_DWORD Ox00000000 (O
o (TS #pattern REG_DWORD Ox00000000 (0)
Coloit .“?\' PreferredUlLanguages REG_MULTI_SZ en-US
LanguageConfiguration *!’._RightOvedapChars REG_SZ 3
MuiCached a¥]sereenSaveActive REG_SZ 1
WindowMetrics ab| SnapSizing REG_SZ 1
Indeaced ) TilgWallpaper REG_SZ 0
Input Method 2% TranscodedimageCache REG_BINARY Tac301002614
» International 74| TranscodedimageCac..  REG_BINARY Tae3 0100264
Keyboard 14| TranscodedimageCount REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
Mouse 7o UserPreferenceshask  REG_BINARY 9e 16 07 8012 OC
Personalization 5| WallPaper REG_SZ ChUsers\Mark Kaq
PowerCig 4 WallpaperOriginX REG_DWORD 00000000 (0)
Quick Actions. 1% WallpaperOrigin REG_DWORD (00000000 (0)
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Double click the PaintDesktopV ersion key and change the default value from "0" to "1"

Click on the File section of Registry Editor and exit the application. For the new installation to take full effect,
you may need to restart your Windows 10 computer. From this point on, you will see the version information
displayed in the lower right corner of the screen.
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Version information is displayed in the lower right corner of the screen
To remove the display version from the Windows 10 desktop, change the PaintDesktopVersion key valueto O .

Y ou finished reading the article "How to per manently display Windows 10 version on desktop” edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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