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How to Pass a Smog Test

Smog tests are done to reduce the amount of pollution cars add to the air. Check with your local or state
government to see if passing thistest is required by law. To improve your car's odds of passing, take good care
of it by repairing...

Part 1 of 2;

Fixing the Car beforethe Test

Repair your car if it isn't running correctly. If you know your car needs repairs, get it fixed before
taking a smog test. Find an auto mechanic in your areato get a diagnostic test for your car. Have them fix
the issue or repair it yourself so you don't waste time and money on a failed smog test.[1]

1. When the 'check engine' light islit on the dashboard, your car will usually fail the test.

2. Problems, such as afaulty oxygen sensor, become more serious and costly when left untreated.
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Drivethe car for at least a week after the battery is disconnected. The battery istypically disconnected
during repair work. This resets the car's internal computer, which deletes the computer's diagnostic reports.
Drive the car for 100 to 200 mi (160 to 320 km) over the course of aweek or 2 before the test.[2]

1. The smog test technician will retrieve the diagnostic reports from the car's computer during the test.

Get an ail changeif the car needsit. An oil change isonly needed if your car is near the next scheduled
service. Oil changes are typically recommended every 5,000 mi (8,000 km) or 6 months. Old oil releases
pollutants that can cause your car to fail the test.[3]

1. If you have atechnician do it, ask them to look for cracksin the car's hoses.



Check the engine's coolant level. Thisis done by opening the car's hood and unscrewing the radiator cap.
The fluid level should be near the top of the tube. During the test, your car will stay in place and have less
air flowing to cool it.[4]

1. Thisfluid may be replaced during any repair work or oil change.

—

Get a pre-inspection to save money. Pre-inspections are done at the same facilities as the official tests.
Ask the technicians to have a pre-inspection. They'll give your car the official smog test, but the results
won't be reported to the government. Thisis cheaper than the official test and should be done when you're

unsure the car will passit.[®]

Part 2 of 2;



Taking the Smog Test

Inflate the car'stires before the test. Many smog tests include a dynamometer test, which rotates your
tires at high speeds. Most gas stations have air pumps you can use to fill the ti res.[l
1. Properly inflating the tires means less stress on the engine during the test since your car will be more
stable.

Get afull tank of gas before going to the test. Some dynamometer smog tests hold the car at an angle.
This exposes the fuel pump, which can mean atest failure due to more vapor in the fuel line. Keep the
tank as full as possible before going to the testing facility.[7]



Avoid taking thetest on arainy day. Wet tires can cause the car to sip off the dynamometer, leading to
afalsereading and failure. The testing machines will dry your tires, so you can still complete the test on a
rainy day. However, it's better to avoid the risk and wait for better weather.[8]

System
Cleaner

Use fud additivesto clean the fudl lines. Fuel additives can be purchased at auto parts stores. Follow the
directions on the bottle to add the additives to the car's gas tank. This s usually done during refueling.®]
1. Most gasisalready treated with some additives. However, extra additives can help your car pass the
test.
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Drive 20 minutes before thetest. If the testing facility is around the corner from your house, avoid going
there immediately. The drive will warm up your engine, ensuring that it's operating as efficiently as
possible.[19]

Takethetest at aregistered facility. Go to your area or state government's website. Certified stations are
operated all over the area, so you most likely won't have a problem finding one close to you. Some of the
stations may even be able to repair your car after the test.[11]
1. For testsin California, for example, go to
https.//www.bar.ca.gov/pubwebquery/station/stationlist.aspx.



Takethetest resultsto arepair shop if the car fails. At the end of the test, the technician will give you
aprintout. Hand the printout to arepair shop so the technicians there can diagnose your car and make any
necessary repairs.

Retake the smog test until the car passes. After afailed test, you'll usually be given afew weeksto fix
the car without penalty. Adjust the car as needed, then return to the testing facility. Continue doing this
until your car officially passes the test.[12]

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Pass a Smog Test" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides.
Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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