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How to open the Library folder on Mac

When troubleshooting a problem on your Mac, sometimes you need to roll up your sleeves and directly adjust
the system settings files in the Library folder. This folder is hidden by Apple by default, so it is not easy to find.
Here's how to find them.

Macs have Local, User, and System Library folders, which you can access from different folders. Of these 3
folders, the User Library folder is hidden by default in macOS. The article will show you how to access all the
folders below because the steps are a little different.

Open the Local Library folder on your Mac

You will find the Local Library folder at the root of your Mac's hard drive. This folder is shared by all user
accounts on the Mac. This folder contains system-wide settings and items such as screensavers, wallpapers, and
applications that share their data and settings with other users on the system. Apple does not recommend storing
files and folders here.

To access the Local Library folder, open a Finder window and select your Mac's hard drive, usually named
Macintosh HD , in the Locations section in the sidebar. You will see the Local Library folder on the right.
Double-click that folder to view its contents.

Open the User Library folder on your Mac

As the name suggests, the User Library folder is specifically for Mac user accounts. Here, you will find user-
specific application data, support files, Mail preferences, browsing history, etc. Although the User Library folder
is hidden by default, you can still easily access it. Easily accessible from the macOS menu bar with a simple
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shortcut.

Click Go in the menu bar and hold the Option key to display the Library option in the drop-down menu. Then,
click that option to display all the files and folders inside.

Alternatively, you can open a Finder window, select the Home folder in the sidebar, and press Command +
Shift + Period (.) to reveal the hidden User Library folder. Doing this also allows you to view other hidden files
on your Mac.

If you want Finder to permanently display the User Library folder, select the Home folder in Finder and click
View > Show View Options from the menu bar. Then, check the box next to Show Library Folder in the pop-
up window.



You can also open the User Library folder by clicking Go > Go to Folder from the menu bar and entering
~/Library in the dialog box.

Open the System Library folder on your Mac

This Library folder contains all the files that macOS needs to function properly. Due to System Integrity
Protection (SIP), you will not be able to modify and delete the contents of this folder. Only system-level events
can affect files within it.

Accessing the System Library folder is as easy as accessing the Local Library folder. Open a new Finder
window and select your Mac's internal hard drive ( Macintosh HD ) in the Locations section in the sidebar.
Then go to System > Library on the right.

Alternatively, you can click Go > Go to Folder from the menu bar, type /System/Library and press Return to
open.



These are the easiest ways to open all Library folders on Mac. You may often want to access the User Library
folder to free up space on your Mac by deleting cache files, log files, and other leftover files. But you shouldn't
delete anything from here unless you know what you're doing.

You finished reading the article "How to open the Library folder on Mac" edited by the TipsMake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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