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How to open Microsoft Word from Command
Prompt

Like most applications, you can launch Word from Command Prompt. However, Word also supports some
optional switchesto control the boot process.

Like most applications, you can launch Word from Command Prompt. However, Word also supports some
optional switches to control the boot process. Starting Word with additional parameters allows you to do things
like running Word in Safe Mode to troubleshoot or start with a specific template.

1. The procedure to open Microsoft Office 2013/2016 in Safe Mode
2. Tipsfor reading Word files without opening them
3. Summary of common Microsoft Word shortcuts

Use Command Prompt to launch Word

Before using the Command Prompt to open Word, we need to find the folder containing the file winword.exe.
You can perform manual searches or use Command Prompt. To find the folder using CMD, open Command
Prompt from the Start menu by typing cmd and sel ecting the appropriate result.
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When the Command Prompt opens, you will see the user account folder. To find the file winword.exe you need
to go deeper into the Program Files directory by entering the following command and press Enter :

cd programfiles (x86)'
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Command Prompt

command,

You will now be in the Program Files folder, the next step is to determine the folder containing the file
winword.exe by entering the following command and pressing Enter .

dir winword. exe /s

When you enter this command, the Command Prompt will locate the directory for you.
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After you know the directory containing the file winword.exe, you can use the cd command to open the file path.
In this example, you need to enter the following command:

cd Mcrosoft OficerootOfficel6

You will bein the folder containing the file winword.exe.
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Par ameter s and switch command line Word common

Below isalist of some ways to open Word, along with the corresponding command.

1. / safe: Open Word in Safe Mode. This means that Word is opened without add-ins, templates, and other
options. Thisis useful when troubleshooting in Word.

You can aso start Word in Safe Mode by holding down the Ct r | key while launching Word from the Start
menu, creating shortcuts with this parameter for easier access.

1. /g : Open Word without displaying the Word Splash screen.
2. | ttemplatename : Open Word with anew document based on another template with Normal pattern.

Example: Suppose you want to open a document stored on drive C named example.docx, type the following
command:

/tc: exanpl e. docx
Note: Do not set a space between the switch and the file name.
1. /tfilename: Start Word and open an existing file.
For example: To start Word and open the example.docx file stored on drive C, enter the following command:
/tc: exanpl e. docx

To open multiple files, example.docx and example2.docx, located in the C drive at the same time, enter the
following:

/tc: exanpl e. docx c: exanpl e2. docx
1. /f filename: Start Word with a new document based on an existing file.

For example: To start Word and create a new document based on the example.docx file, stored on the desktop,
enter the following:



/f 'c:Docunments and SettingsAll UsersDeskt opexanpl e. docx

1. / h http:/// filename : Start Word and open aread-only copy stored on Microsoft Windows SharePoint
Services page, on a computer that is running Word 2007 or later or Windows SharePoint Services 2.0 or
later.

For example: To start Word and open a copy of the example.docx file, stored in the document library at http:///
MySite / Documents, enter the following command:

/'h http://MSitel Docunent s/ exanpl e. docx
Note: If the document is checked, switch / h has no effect. Word opens the files you can edit.
1. / pxdt : Start Word and open an existing XML document based on the specified XSLT.
For example: To start and apply the XSLT MyTransform stored on drive C, enter the following command:
/ pc: MyTransform xsl c: Data. snl

1. /a: Start Word and prevent common add-ins and templates (including Normal templates) from loading
automatically. Switch / aaso locks installation files.
2. ['ladd-in: Open Word and then download a specific Word add-in.

For example: To open Word and load the add-in Sales.dll, stored on the C drive, enter the following information:

/ic:Sales.dll
Note: Do not leave spaces between the switch and the add-in name.

1. / m: Start Word without running any AutoExec macros.
2. / mmacroname : Open Word and run a specific macro. Switch m/ also prevents the word from running
any AutoExec macros.

For example: To start Word and then run the Salelead macro, enter the following:

/ nBal el ead
Note: Thereis no space between the switch and the macro name.

1. /n: Open anew version of Word without opening the document. Documents opened in each version of
Word will not appear as options in the Windows switch list of other versions.

2. [ w: Start anew version of Word with a blank document. Documents opened in each version of Word will
not appear as optionsin the Windows switch list of other versions.

3. /'t : Re-register Word in the Windows registry. This switch starts Word, runs Office Setup, updates the
Windows registry.

4. | x: Open Word from the operating shell so that Word only responds to a DDE request (for example, to
print documents programmeatically).

5. [ ztemplatename : Display exactly as switch / t. However, you can use switch / z in Word to create
Startup and New events while switch / t only creates Startup events.

Y ou should now be able to open Word in different ways by following the above commands.



| wish you all success!

Y ou finished reading the article "How to open Microsoft Word from Command Prompt" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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