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How to Open EXE Files

Computer fileswith an ".exe' extension are called executables, or EXE files. Thistype of file is one of the most
ubiquitous in the Windows operating system, where it isused to install or run software applications. EXE files
areadso...

Method 1 of 3:

Running EXE Files (Windows)

wiki

Double-click an EXE filetorun it. EXE files are Windows executable files, and are designed to be run
as programs. Double-clicking any EXE file will start it.

1. If the EXE file was downloaded from the internet, you'll be asked to confirm that you want to run it.
Be wary when running EXE files from unknown sources, as this is the easiest way to get infected
with avirus. Never open an EXE file downloaded as an email attachment, even if you know the
sender.

2. EXE filesmay not run properly if they were designed for an outdated version of Windows. Y ou can
try adjusting the compatibility settings by right-clicking on the file, selecting "Properties’, and then
clickingthe, Compatibility | tab. Y ou can set what version of Windows you want run the EXE
file as, but thisis not guaranteed to solve the problem.


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/system/
https://tipsmake.com/how-to-open-exe-files

= Type the name of a program, folder, document, or Internet
2= resource, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: IREGEDIT I

Open the Registry Editor if you can't run EXE files. If you get error messages when you try to run an
EXE file or nothing happens, there may be a problem with your Windows registry settings. Editing your
registry may seem alittle daunting, but it should only take afew mi nutes.[1]

1. To open the Registry Editor, pressthe Windowskey + Rand type r egedi t
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Navigateto HKEY CLASSES ROOT. exe. Use the navigation tree on the |eft to open this directory.
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Right-click on the" (Default)" entry and select " M odify" . Thiswill open a new window.
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Type exefil e intothe"Valuedata" field. Clickto save the changes.
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Navigateto HKEY CLASSES ROOTexef i | e.Usethe navigation tree on the left to open this directory.
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Right-click on the" (Default)" entry and select " Modify" . Thiswill open a new window.
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Right-click on the" (Default)" entry and select " M odify" . Thiswill open a new window.
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Enter "%l" 9% intothe"Valuedata" field.CIicktowvethechang&.



Sleep

li.lj—:J Shut down *E:;

Metwork m Inavailable
e ——

a o

Matifications Powrer Keyboard

12.

Change PC settings

How

Reboot your computer. After editing the three entries above, close the Registry Editor and reboot your
computer. Y ou should be able to open EXE files again. It is highly recommended that you try to track
down what caused this problem in the first place. Y ou may have a virus or malware infection, which could
cause the same problem again in the future. Click here for instructions on finding and removing viruses.

Method 2 of 3:

Running EXE Files (OS X)
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Under stand the process. EXE files are not designed for OS X, so you'll need to use special software to
get them to run. You'll be installing the open-source "wine" utility, which adds a Windows "wrapper” to
the EXE file, giving it accessto the essential Windows files that it needs to run. The wine utility does not



work with every Windows EXE file, and some programs work better than others. Y ou do not need a
Windows disc to install wine.
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Download and install Xcode from the Mac App Store. Thisis afree development tool that is required
in order to compile software code. Y ou won't be using it directly, but the tools you'll be installing to open
EXE filesrelieson it.
1. Start Xcode after you finish downloading it, and click the "X code" menu. Select "Preferences’ and
then click the "Downloads" tab. Click the( Install ) button next to "Command Line Tools".
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Download and install MacPorts. Thisisafree utility that simplifies the compiling process, which you'll
be using to build your version of wine. Y ou can download MacPorts from

macports. org/install.php.Click thelink for the version of OS X that you are using, and then
double-click the .pkg file that is downloaded to your computer to install MacPorts.
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Open the Terminal. You'll need to use the Terminal to adjust some of MacPorts' settings. Y ou can open
the Terminal from the Utilities folder.

y o0 ® & kate — bash — 8Bx21

| Kaes-ﬂac:n- kates echo export PATH:!upJ'lncalfhin:fuptf'luca'lfshin:\s
mmsm'expurt MANPATH=/opt/local/man: \SMANPATH | sudo tee -a fetc/
profi

Copy and paste the following command. Paste this command into the Terminal window and press
Return:

echo export PATH=/opt/| ocal /bin:/opt/local/sbin: $PATH$' n' export MANPATH=/ opt



Enter your admin password. Y ou will be prompted for your admin password before the command can
run. Y ou won't see anything as you type the password. Press Return after you have finished typing the
password. If you don't have a password associated with the admin account, the process will fail.

Copy and paste the following command. This command will tell MacPorts whether or not you have a

| ®0® i kate — sudo — BBx21
Last Login: Fri Jul 24 @8:87:04 on cyMnle =)
Kates-Mac:~ kates echo export PATH lecal/bin: fopt/local/sbin:\5
PATHS'\n'export MANPATH=/opt/loca ISMANPATH do tee -a fetc/
profile

® 1o data loss
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WARNING: Improper use of thyg
or the deletion of importy
typing when using sudo.

To proceed, enter yg to abort.
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profile
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or the deletion of important syste
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To proceed, enter your password, d

Password:
export PATH=fopt/lecal/bin:/opt/1a
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Kates—Mac:~ kates if [ "sysctl -n hw.cpubdbit_capable’ -eq 1 ] ; the
n echo "+universal® | sudo tee =a fopt/localfetc/macports/variants.c
onf; else echo "n/a"; fil]

=

64-bit system. Paste the following command and press Return:

i f

[

“sysct |

-n hw. cpu64bit _capable -eq 1 ] ; then echo "+universal"

sudo



|20 @ & kate — bash — 6Bx2
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To procesd, enter your password,

Password:
export PATHs/fopt/local/bin: fopt/
export MANPATH=/opt/ local/man:
Kates-Mac:~ kates if [ "sysetl -
n echo “suniversal” | sudo tee -
anf; else echo "nsa"; fi

+universal
Kates-Maci~ kates| sudo xeodebuild -l.h:cnsei

it_copable” -eq 1] ; the
Y localsetc/macports/variants.c

Enter the command to agreeto the Xcode license. This quick command will tell Xcode that you agree
to the license agreement, alowing you to compile code. Close and reopen the Terminal window after
running this command:

1. sudo xcodebuild -license
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Enter the command to install wine. Once you've reopened the Terminal window, you can start installing
wine. You may be prompted for the admin password again. The installation process may take awhile to
complete. You'll know that it's finished when you are returned to the Terminal input:

1. sudo port install wine
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10.

Navigate to the location of the EXE file. Usethe cd command to navigate to the location that your
EXE fileis stored on your Mac. You'll need to do this through the Terminal.

o0 ® [ Desktop — bash — 63x22
Last login: Fri Jul 24 @8:20:06 on ttys@al ]

Kates-Mac:~ kates cd Desktop
Kates-Mac:Desktop kateq wine 316.exe

11.

Usewineto run the EXE file. Enter the following command to run an EXE file that's in your current

directory. Replace fileName with the actual file's name:
1. wine fileName. exe
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Usethe program asyou normally would. If the EXE file is a standalone program, you'll be able to start

using it immediately. If it's a setup file for a program, you'll be able to proceed through the installation
prompts asif you were using Windows.

1. Not every program works with wine. For afull list of compatible programs, visit
appdb. wi nehqg. org.
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Last legin: Fri Jul 24 il -]
Kates-Mac:Deskrop kat cd ~/winefdrive_c/Programy, Files
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Open programsthat have been installed. If you used an EXE fileto install a program, you'll need to use
wineto run the installed program file.

1. Type cd ~/.wine/drive_c/Program Fil es/ toopentheProgramFiles
directory that your wine programs are installed to.
2. Type | s toseealistof al of your installed programs. Type c¢d pr ogr amName to open a

program's directory. If the program'’s directory has a space, you'll need to include a before the space.
For example, Microsoft Officewouldbe c¢cd M crosoft Office .



3. Type | s againinthe program's directory to find the EXE file.
4. Type wi ne fil eName. exe toruntheprogram.

|0 @ [ Desktop — bash — 63x22
Last login: Fri Jul 24 gR.21.47 oo il .
Kates-Mac:Desktop kates§sudo port install winetricks

14.

Install the Mono librariesif the program requires .NET. .NET is a software library for many Windows
programs, and Mono is the open-source replacement that wine can use. you only need to install thisif your
programs require .NET.[2]

1. Type sudo port install winetricks andpressReturn.

2. Type wi netricks mono210 and pressReturnto install Mono.

Method 3 of 3:

Extracting EXE Files

7-Zip is a file archiver with a high compression ratio.

Download 7-Zip 9.20 (2010-11-18) for Windows:

Link Type Windows Size

Download

Downlo

Download 7-Zip 15. Windows:

Link Type
1 winl exe
wnl .exe



Download and install 7-Zip. 7-Zip is afree, open-source archive program that can open EXE files asif
they were an archive like aZIP or RAR file. Thiswill work with many EXE files, but not every one.
1. Youcandownload 7-Zipfrom 7- zi p. or g.
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Right-click on the EXE fileand select " 7-Zip" ? " Open archive". Thiswill open the EXE filein the 7-
Zip archive explorer. If you don't have the 7-Zip options when you right-click on afile, open 7-Zip from
the Start menu and then browse for the EXE file that you want to open.
1. 7-Zip cannot open all EXE files. You may get an error when attempting to open certain EXE files.
Y ou can try using a different archive program, such as WinRAR, but chances are you won't be able
to open the file due to the way it was originally compiled.
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Browsefor thefileor filesthat you want to extract. When you open the EXE filein 7-Zip, you'll be
shown alist of files and folders that the EXE file contains. Y ou can double-click foldersto seethe files
stored inside. Y ou can select multiple files by holding Ctrl and clicking each one.
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Click the" Extract" button after selecting thefiles. You'll be prompted to select alocation, which will
default to the same location as the EXE file.
EXPERT TIP
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Luigi Oppido isthe Owner and Operator of Pleasure Point Computers in Santa Cruz, California. Luigi has
over 25 years of experience in general computer repair, data recovery, virus removal, and upgrades.

Picture 32 of How to Open EXE Files

Luigi Oppido
Computer Repair Technician & Owner, Pleasure Point Computers

Make sure you scan any EXE file for malware. EXEs can be dangerous, especialy if you don't know
what they are or if it'sjust asingle file in EXE format. That's why it's important to have a good antivirus
program that you can use to scan the file first before you runiit.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Open EXE Files" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides.

Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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