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How to Open BIN Files

If you've downloaded an old image file of some forgotten game or program, you may be wondering how to open

it on your computer. The BIN format is an older file type that contains al of the information from the CD or
DVD it originated...

Method 1 of 3:

Burning the BIN File
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Find your files. If you aretrying to burn the BIN fileto a CD or DVD, you will also need the CUE file to
go withiit. If you have the BIN file but can't find the CUE file, you can create one.
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Createa CUE file (if you don't have one). Open Notepad and enter the following lines:

FILE "filename.bin” BINARY
TRACK 01 MODE1/2352
INDEX 01 00:00:00

1. Change filename.bin to the name of the BIN file you are trying to burn. Keep the quotation marks.
2. Savethefileto the same folder asthe BIN file. The CUE file should be named exactly the same as
the BIN file, except with the .CUE extension. Click File ? Save As. Click the "Save as type" drop-

down menu and select "All Files'. Givethefile a.CUE extension.
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Open your burning program. AsBIN is an outdated format, only older programs fully support it,
especialy when it comes to multitrack BIN files. Popular programs include CDRWIN, Alcohol 120%, and



Nero.
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L oad the image file. Depending on the program, you may need to load the CUE file or it may ask for the

BIN file. Once the image fileisloaded, you should see a readout showing how much space the image will
take on the disc.
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Start burning. Once you've verified that the image has loaded correctly, insert a blank disc and start

burning. Thetime it takes to burn will depend on the size of the image, your burner's speed, and your
computer performance.



“ Computer View Bisnmge

2 =k 5‘5 = i {55 Uninatatt o2 cange 3 peogras

=9 = s o - 1L Sytes progenties
Frapifliel Open Renime  AC0iSs BUP Avtwedk ABd 8 ndtwadk  Open Contial -
sedia= e Batian Pamsel & Munage

Location Hebwork Syite

-

& 0w T M ThePC

¥ Favorites * & Folders (6)
o Autodedt MO + Dhevices and drives (9)
[ Deskicp
& Downloads @ Autedesk 160
3F Dropbex
] Recent placet WERTaEA (D)
-
i Tha PC
* Autodesk 360 oL L S
& Desktep [ s | 57 tasmiieect3510n
B O == COF
8 Domnioad; E BVD R Biive (H) w5 Remerable Dik 04
B Masie = -
6. (£ Pictures 3
B Videas - E BO-ROM Darve (R}
i WineBd (C) ==
o WinTadd (D)
o Bathup [E)
o} €D Diive () wiki

Test the disc. Once the burn is complete, test the disc by inserting it into the device you burned it for.
Ensure that everything loads correctly, and that any tracks are in the right spot.[l]

Method 2 of 3:

Mounting the Image
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Install virtual drive software. A virtual drive will emulate a physical optical drivein your computer, and
will allow you to "mount” the image filein it. This tricks your computer into thinking a disc has been
inserted, and theimageisloaded just asif it was running from a disc.
1. There are severa virtual drive options available. WinCDEmMu is one of the most popular ones
available for free. Be careful when installing it, asthere are several times where it triesto install



browser toolbars and extra software you probably don't need.

2. Mounting the image will only work if the image is designed to run on a computer. For example,
mounting an image of an old console game will not load anything, because the disc originally only
works on that console.

3. Windows 8 and OS X have built-in virtual drive software, but the BIN file will need to be converted
to an 1SO filefirst.
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Mount the image. Programs such as WinCDEmu will place an icon in your System Tray. Right-click on
thisicon, hover over one of the fake drives, and then select Mount Image.
1. Browse the CUE file on your hard drive. Remember that the BIN and CUE files need to bein the
same folder. Once you've found the CUE file, load it to mount the image.
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Open the disc. Once the image is mounted, your computer will act asif a physical disc hasjust been
inserted. This means Autoplay might open, or you might be asked what you want to do with the disc. The



messages you receive depend on the contents of the disc as well as your system settings.
1. Usetheimagefilejust asyou would a CD or DVD that you inserted in your computer.[z]

Method 3 of 3:

Converting a BIN Fileto | SO Format
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Download a conversion program. Y ou will need a conversion program to change the BIN fileto an ISO
file. Once you changeit to an SO file, you will be able to mount or burn the file with many more
programs.

1. One of the most popular free conversion programs is Magicl SO.
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Open the converter tool. Start Magicl SO and click the Tools menu. Select "BIN to 1SO".
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Choosethe namefor the new | SO file.
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Convert thefile. Click| Convert |to convert the BIN fileto an ISO file. This may take afew minutes.
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Mount the 1 SO file. Once the file has been converted, you can mount it using avirtual drive. If you are
using Windows 8 or OS X, right-click on the 1SO file and select "Mount".
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Burn the I SO file. You can burn 1SO files to discs using most burning programs. See this guide for more
details.
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Explorethe SO file. You can use programs like Magicl SO to explore the contents of the ISO file,
allowing you to copy specific files from within the archive.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Open BIN Files' edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides.
Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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