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How to Migrate from Windows to Ubuntu

When migrating from Windows to Ubuntu, there are afew things you might need to reflect over, like how to
cope the new system, the new interface, and how to adapt to Ubuntu in general, and of course, how to transfer
your persona files...

Steps
Method 1 of 6:

Migrate your E - mail from Windows to Ubuntu
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On the PC, download and install Mozilla Thunderbird unlessyou are already using it. Start
Thunderbird, and then download and install the plugin "ImportExportTools' from this site.
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Import

This wizard will import mail messages, address book entries, feed
subscriptions, preferences, and/or filters from other mail programs and
common address book formats into Thunderbird.,

Once they have been imported, you will be able to access them from
within Thunderbird.

(@ Import Everything

or select the type of material to import:
() Address Books
) Mail
() Feed Subscriptions
() Settings
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If you are using Outlook expressor Microsoft Outlook on Windows, Click " Tools" on thetop menu
bar onceyou have started Thunderbird. The Import guide will tell you to either "Import everything" or
only e-mail, e-mail addresses, settings or filters. Click "Next" to continue, and choose the e-mail client you
are currently using (Outlook Express, Microsoft Outlook, or Seamonkey). To import from aweb mail
account, add an account by going to the account settings, and insert name, mail address and password
belonging to the webmail 1D.
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Right click on the folder you imported (It is probably named xxx import, where" xxx" stands for
the name of the e-mail client you imported the account from), hover over "import/export”, then

" Export all messagesin thefolder" and click "EML format" . You will then be prompted to choose a
directory for your e-mail folders. Make sure the mail lands on aremovable flash drive. Alternatively you
can click "copy folder path on disk" on the drop - down menu once you have selected "import/export".
Then paste in the folder path in the "Run" application and copy the folder with your e-mail over to the



removable drive.
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On the Ubuntu computer, download and install Mozilla Thunderbird (you can find it in Ubuntu's
Softwar e Center). Run Thunderbird and install ImportExportTools. Plug in the flash drive with the e-mail
folders, right click somewhere on the empty space in the mail browser, choose "import/export”, "import all
eml files from directory” and click "also from its subdirectories’. Now you should be able to see your mail
in Thunderbird.
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Migrate web browsing data from Windows to Ubuntu
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If you use Mozilla Firefox on the PC, you can simply bookmark all of your favourite pages and
export them asHTML files (To bookmark a page, press Ctr+D once you've browsed to it). Click
"Bookmarks" on the menu and choose "organize bookmarks'. A window pops up, and on the top menu
bar, select "Import and backup”, and on the drop - down menu, click "Export HTML". Save the .html file
on the flash drive or external hard drive you will be using to transfer the content to the new OS.

1. You can follow the same procedure above to export your browsing history asHTML.
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When openingthe HTML document, the exported will not turn back as bookmarks again, you will
haveto bookmark them again.
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Transfer filesfrom Windowsto Ubuntu
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On the PC you are migrating from, browse to the filesyou want to " rescue" , and copy them over to
the stick/external disk.

1. Tip: If you want to do it the smart way, organize the filesinto different folders separating movie
files, music, documents, and pictures from each other.
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2. Yet another tip: You may not be able to run any kind of file successfully in Ubuntu. Have media

fileslike picturesin first prior. If your collections of music, pictures and movies are big, compress
them or set alimit of how much you want to back up.
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Method 4 of 6:
Install Ubuntu on the computer
Boot

Option #1

Windows Boot Manager

UEF. : SAMSUNG SSD 830 Series

P4: TSSTcorp CDDVDW SH-8223L
PO: SAMSUNG SSD B30 Ser.
Disabled

Start up your computer and enter the boot menu if possible and choose the media to boot the
oper ative system from. If you cannot access the boot menu, follow the steps below. If you are able to
choose what unit to boot from, start the installation process.



Fress DEL to enter SETUP, Press= TAB to disp

Start up the machine and enter the BIOS by hitting the button the instruction manual for your
mother boar d/computer refersto, which isusually F1, F2, F10 or DEL, but it varieswith the brand
and model. Make sure your bootable drive (the CD/DVD or USB stick which Linux will boot from) is
properly inserted.

Specifies the boot
ist Boot Device [CORON1 sequence fron the
7nd Boot [ yailable devices.
Ird Boot Device [FXE UHDIC

4th Boot Device [Floppy Drivel

++  Select Screen
T4  Select Iten
+=  Change Dption
F1  General Help
3 F10  Save and Exit
) ESC  Exit

02,10 (C)Copyright 1985-2001, American Megatrends, Ligs

Changethe boot order and set CD/DVD or USB beforeyour primary hard drive.



Save configuration changes and exit now!

[Cancel]

Save and exit the BIOS. Y ou should manage to do it with the F10 button, but you can access this option
viathe main menu.

How

Turn off the computer when you are done with the backup your stuff and turn it back on again to
boot Ubuntu and start "wubi", the installation program. The installation for version 10.10 is quite
simple and the configuration is done on avisual interface.

Method 5 of 6:

Replace softwarein Ubuntu
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Make alist over your most needed and beloved softwar e you use in Windows and categorize them.
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Try tofind substitutes for the most vital software in Ubuntu's softwar e center. VLC Media Player is
actually available for most Linux distros, just so you know it.



D LibreOffice

In Ubuntu 10.10, OpenOfficeis pre-installed, and can open Word 2003/2007 documents.
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To edit pictures, you may want to use Shotwell, which ispre-installed in Ubuntu 10.10. Otherwise,
you can use Sumo Paint, the online paint tool available for free. GIMP isalso to find in the software
center.
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If you need to edit audio, you can do it with Audacity. Y ou can download via Ubuntu software center.
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When it comesto video editing softwar e, try out Pitivi, which isalso pre-installed on Ubuntu 10.10,
or download LIVES, kdenlive or Avidemux.



Ubuntu Seftware Center
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If the available video editorsfail to satisfy your needs, you could try to download and install a
Virtual Machine software, like Virtualbox, and run Windows as guest OS. To do so you will need a
Windows disk image. If you have a Windows installation CD/DVD, you can create a disk image using k3b
or Brasero in Ubuntu.

' Ubwntu Software Center

All Software By Relevance

b Microsoft Windows Compatibility Layer (meta-package)
) wee

=% Unirstall Wine Saftware
]’—-5 Usinstall Wiedews appBcations for Wine

fg: Configure Wing ¥ ¥ L)
W) Change applcation-spedfic and geseral Wine apticas

@ Wire Windows Program Loader
Mtigrosoft Windows Compatiblity Layer |

CrossOver (Trial) # & L
P o windows Apchications on Linux

Qawine * k&% k]
Qb uitibty For Wine appBiations and prefe manapement.

* Wiretricks o & % 7
Uiy sl spplcations on Vilng
ﬁ Linue Magazine lssue 141 {Europe) Usg 12,09

Living with Windows
-

-
Shaw 16 bechnical items W‘.II-FI

You could also try out Windows emulation softwar e, like Wine. Windows emulation programs simply
create avirtual "C" drive to run executable programs in. However, this solution does not support
professional editing software like Sony Vegas or Cyberlink Powerdirector. Within Wine, your Linux disk

isreferredtoas"Z".

Method 6 of 6:



Adapt to Ubuntu
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First off, the button that closes windowsis still an X button, but is now found on the top left corner,
instead of theright, and it's smaller than theclassic bigred " close" - button in Windows XP.
1. The button for turning off the machineis still shaped like a standby button, but it hides on top of the
gray panel along with a bunch of other buttons. Besides, it triggers a drop - down menu with
different choices, from hibernate to shut down.

fy € 522PM {%




)8 F Ubuntu Software Center

9 =

Our star apps

Come and explore our favourites

Aooesseries What's Hew
BaSEE & Magarines . CardVIZ30 Pro mind miniPonga #“ Virbeal-5ketch
Developer Took ’ ACCEELories Panga Gaimes 3 | Dirawing
USS 15959 : — Froe
Edetation Eiee
Foeks Spindl Palm Reading Premiem L._. Paln Reading Premivm
2. Glsies ALLessories M Acceisoio: M Accestanics

Craphics LS5 2.99 Ll & UsS 335
L4 = 5 s

0, Astrvlogy Premium Libe R %k Keane [ migital Caloulator
Office %, .F Mcessories PR Pt Playing @ Avcessries
Seitnes LEngineerng || Fuue 55 9.95 ree WKL

You can't use the softwar e you are used to in Windows, so you have to take advantage from what
you can find in the softwar e center. To run your beloved Windows games, you need to setup avirtua
machine.
1. Itisn't critical any moreto learn how to use the Terminal, but when first getting to it, learning how
to cope with is not as hard as it may seem. The graphical user interface is easy to cope with, but it
looks different from Windows 7 or XP. It's mainly just a matter of habit.
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Y ou finished reading the article "How to Migrate from Windows to Ubuntu" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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