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How to merge multiple Google Drive and Googe
Photos accounts

It's not possible to merge Google accounts directly, so it's difficult to move datafrom A to B. If you want to
merge data across multiple Google Drive and Google Photos accounts, here's how.

It's not possible to merge Google accounts directly, so it's difficult to move data from A to B. If you want to
merge data across multiple Google Drive and Google Photos accounts, here's how.

| nstructionsto merge multiple Google Drive and Google Photos
accounts

1. Merge Google Drive account
1. Set up Google Backup and Sync
2. Download Google data
3. Extract Google Drive data storage
2. Merge Google Photos account
1. Share a Google Photos library
2. Merge photo gallery

Since you cannot directly merge, some other solutions must be used. Google allows Google Photos users to
share photo galleries with partner accounts, enabling this feature to sync photos on each account.

Unlike Google Photos, you cannot automatically sync Google Drive data to create a copy of data across multiple

accounts. However, when data is merged into one account, you can focus on using that personal account to store
cloud data.

M er ge Google Drive account

There is no easy method to move data from one Google Drive account to another. The easiest way, especialy if
you have multiple accounts, is to use Google's data export tool to download data from each Google account.

From there, you can use Google Backup and Sync to combine exported data from multiple accounts into one
Google account.

Set up Google Backup and Sync
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First, you will need to set up Google Backup and Sync on your PC or Mac. Start by downloading Google
Backup and Sync and running the installer. It will download the required files and install itself without user
intervention.

1. Download Google Backup and Sync for Windows
2. Download Google Backup and Sync for Mac

After installing Google Backup and Sync, open it and click on Get Started . You need to be logged into the
Google account you want to copy data from.

Welcome to Backup and Sync (step 1 of 3) *
° Sign in GO gle
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Having trouble? Sign in with your browser instead

Next, select the folder from the computer you want to back up to your Google Drive account. By default, Google
Backup and Sync will sync desktop, documents and pictures folders on Windows. If these are the folders you
want to sync, leave them alone, otherwise uncheck them.

To make it easier, create a new folder on your computer to store files and folders from another Google Drive
account backup. If you sync one of the default folders, you can save the archive to one of those folders.

If creating a new folder, click Choose Folder . Locate a new, unified folder, select it and click on Select folder
then click Next .



Welcorne to Backup and Sync (step 2 of 3) =
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If you want to merge files from Google Drive into your computer, you can follow the instructions in the next
step. Select Sync everything in My Drive if you want to sync everything currently on Google Drive to your
computer or Sync these foldersonly if you want to remove some folders.

After making your selection, just click Start to complete the setup process.

Welceme te Backup and Syne (step 3 of 3) *

° Sign in & Google Drive Learn more

Syne My Drive to this computer
° My Laptop

Folder location: CAlUsers), \Google Drive Change...

o Google Drive
(®) Sync everything in My Drive (17 MB)

(O syne these folders only (17 MB selected)...




Y ou can now start downloading data from other Google accounts to merge.
Download Google data

One of the benefits of recent personal datalawsisthat Google will make it easier for users to download archives
from Google accounts. Each bit of data associated with the Google account will be loaded into an archive file for
usersto view or move elsewhere.

Y ou can use this tool to download Google Drive data from multiple accounts, then sync to the new Google Drive
storage.

To get started, make sure you're logged into the account (or one of the accounts) you want to download data
from. Once logged in, visit the Google data download page and click on Deselect all .
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< Download your data

1 Select data to include

Products
r Android Device Configuration Service
QD Android device attributes, performance data, software versions and account
identifiers. More info
E HTML format
0 Arts & Culture
Favourites and galleries that you've created on Google Arts & Culture

Scroll down until you see the option for Google Drive and check the box to the right. Scroll to the bottom and
click on Next step to continue.

& Download your data

1 Select data to include

Drive
Files that you own that have been stored in your My Drive and Computers. More
nfo

B Multipte formats £ Advanced settings i= All Drive data included

Confirm how to receive data (the default is the download link via email). Y ou also need to confirm the size and
type of archivefile. If there are multiple files or directories, Google will split the Drive archive into multiple ZIP
or TGZ files.



You can aso set Google to export Drive files once or schedule regular archives. Unless you want to repeat this
process often, leave the Export type with the default One-time ar chive option .

Then click on Create ar chive.

< Download your data

2 Customise archive format

Delivery method

send download link via email | (@)

er we finish creating your archive, we'll email a link so that you can download it to your

personal device. You will have one week to retrieve your archive

Export type

@ @ One-time archive

(O scheduled exports every 2 months for a year

6 archives

File type

Zip files can be of

pened on almost any computer

Archive size

Archives larger than this size will be split intoe multiple files

o =

The archiving process will begin for Google files. Do you have to wait for the storage process to complete,
especially when there are large numbers of files saved to Google Drive?

Keep an eye on Gmail until you receive an email that allows you to download the archive file. When you receive
an email, follow the instructions to download the file to a Windows or Mac computer.

Extract Google Drive data storage
Now all you need to do is extract the archive files into the created unified directory.

1. How to extract Zip file on computer

Y ou can repeat this process for all Google Drive accounts. Open the archive and click Extract all in the upper
right corner on Windows or use the Archive Utility on macOS.



-3
LI | = Extract .
Hame Share View Compressed Folder Tools [2]

Extract
all
Extract To
B > Takeout-20130921T173343Z-001.5ip v O T 2
Name - Type Compressed size Password .. | Size Ratio

Apps

Merge sccounts

Screenshots

&) Screenshot_20190823-164704 My F.. JPGF
M| Screenshot_20190823-164805_MyF.. PG File

5 items l: =
Change the destination folder to the merge folder you created, then click Extract .

Extract Compressed (Zipped) Felders

Select a Destination and Extract Files

Files will be extracted to this folder:

| ChUsers\benst\Desktop\Merged Google Drive Data . Browse...

Show extracted files when complete

®

When all the files are extracted, Google Backup and Sync will automatically sync the files to the main Google
account.
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If you want to check the sync process, find the Google Backup and Sync icon on the Taskbar and click on it.
Y ou can follow the sync process from here.

M er ge Google Photos account

The process of merging Google Photos accounts is easier thanks to its shared libraries feature. This feature
allows sharing the entire photo library with multiple 'partner' accounts.

After completing the data transfer process, you have two options. One is to stop using the old account and focus
on asingle, merged account. Second, you still use all accounts and photos will be shared on each account.

Share a Google Photos library

To get started, go to Google Photos and log in. After logging in, click on the three horizontal menu at the top
left.

Google Photos Q

Photos

]

Albums




In Google Photos, click on Settings .

Google Photos

B Photos

|_|3 Albums
Assistant
2. Sharing

D_!] Fhoto books
Archive

]EI Bin

€E3 Settings

®

Help & feedback

Click on Shared libraries.




UPLOAD SIZE FOR PHOTOS AND VIDEDS

@ Original (4.8 GB left)

Full resolution that counts against your quota

o High quality (free unlimited storage)
Great visual quality at reduced file size

Unsupported videos

. View
Manage your videos that can’t be processed

Shared libraries

Automatically share photos with a partner

The Shareyour library window will appear, click on Get started to get started.

Share your library

Select your partner

Choose what you'd like to share

Get started

Learn more

Enter the email address for the second Google account (the account you want to copy photos from) and click
Next .



Select partner

Tc-; |

suUGGESTIONS (O

Back

Mext

Make sure the Only show photos since this day option is off and then click Next .




Choose settings »
Share with
LIMIT ACCESS TO OLDER PHOTOS

Only show photos since this day
off

Back MNext

At the final confirmation screen, click Send invitation to give other accounts access to the photos stored on the
original Google Photos account.



Confirm b4

Sharing as

SHARE WITH

6 Google user

WILL HAVE ACCESS TO

+  All of your photos

Back Send invitation

At thistime, log out of the original Google Photos account and log in to the invited Google account.

Merge photo gallery

Accessto Gmail has an invitation. In the invitation email, click Open Google Photos .



# Google Photos

Hi Ben,

Ben Stockton granted you access to their photos

Click Accept in the window that appears Shared library invitation .

Shared library invitation

Ben Stockton

Get access to their photos. None of your own
photos will be shared.




If you want photos to be shared on all merged Google accounts, you need to make sure photos from other
accounts are also shared with the original account first. Y ou will also need to perform the same process for other
accounts.

To do this, in the Share back to window, click on Get started .

Share back to Ben? )4

MNow that you're receiving photos from
Ben, select what you want to share in
return

As before, turn off the Only show photos option since thisday , click Next , then select Send invitation .

An important setting to keep in mind is the setting to automatically save photos from other accounts to your new
account. In the Save to your library window that appears after inviting the original account (or after closing the
popup window), click Get started .

Save to your library p .4

Set up rules to automatically save
photos from Ben to your own library

Change the Saveto library option from None to All photos and then click Done.



Choose settings

Save your favourites. Automatically.

SAVE TO LIBRARY

All photos OO
None ®
@ Done

When clicking Done, Google Photos will start copying from the original account to the new account.

For photos that are continuously shared across multiple accounts, complete the invitation process by opening the
invitation email, sending it to your original account, and following the same instructions as above.

I wish you successful implementation!

Y ou finished reading the article "How to mer ge multiple Google Drive and Googe Photos accounts" edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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