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How to Make an Invisible Folder

This wikiHow teaches you how to create a hidden folder. Y ou can create hidden folders on both Windows and
Mac computers as well as on Android smartphones and tablets. Although you can't technically create a hidden
folder on an iPhone, a...
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On Windows
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. Click the folder-shaped File Explorer app icon in the taskbar at the bottom of the screen, or press ? win +

El

1. You can also open File Explorer by typing fi |l e expl or er into Start and then clicking File
Explorer in the resulting pop-up menu.

Select a location for your invisible folder. Click the folder in which you want to store your invisible
folder on the far-left side of the File Explorer window.
1. For example, to create a new folder in the Documents folder, you'd click Documents here.
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Right-click a blank spacein the folder. This prompts a drop-down menu.

Select [ New ). Thisoptionisnear the top of the drop-down menu. A pop-out menu will appear.



Click [_Folder ). It'sat the top of the pop-out menu. Doing so creates a new folder in your selected
location.

Name your folder. Typein whatever you want to name your hidden folder, then press ZEQLQ'J
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Click your folder once, then right-click it. Thiswill prompt a drop-down menu with options for your
folder.

Click [_Properties ). It's at the bottom of the drop-down menu. Doing so opens the Properties window
for your folder.




Check the" Hidden" box. This option is near the bottom of the Properties window.

Click __OK J. It'sat the bottom of the window. The folder will turn transparent if your folder options
allow you to see hidden folders; otherwise, it will disappear entirely.
1. If you havefiles or foldersinside of the folder you're hiding, you'll be prompted to select either
Apply changesto thisfolder only or Apply changesto thisfolder, subfoldersand files and then
click OK before continuing.



Turn off viewing for hidden items if necessary. If your hidden folder appears transparent but you can
till seeit, your computer allows viewing for hidden items. Y ou can fix this by doing the following:

1. Click the View tab at the top of the File Explorer window.

2. Uncheck the "Hidden items" box in the "Show/hide" section of the View tab.
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On Mac

Open



Finder. Click the Finder app icon, which resembles a blue face, in the Dock.

Select a location in which to save your folder. Your Mac's folders are located on the left side of the
Finder window; clicking alocation will open it in the Finder.
1. For example, you'd click Documents to open the Documents folder.



Click the[ File ) menu item. It'sin the upper-left side of the screen. A drop-down menu will appear.

New Folder

Click [ New Folder ). Thisoption is near the top of the drop-down menu. Doing so will create a new
folder in your current location.




Name your folder. Typein afolder name and press ?.Bﬁum]

Click Spotlight



. Thisoption isin the top-right corner of the screen. A text box will appear in the middle of the screen.

[-1 Terminal I

Open Terminal. Type t er mi nal into the Spotlight search bar, then double-click



Terminal in the results.

@ Terminal Shell Edit View Window Help
®@o0e 72 s — bash — 80x24

Last login: Mon Jul 31 18:55: - v cuimmwen
== -MacBook-Pro:i~ chflags hidden]]

iki

Typechfl ags hi dden intoTerminal. Make sure you leave a space after "chf | ags” and "
hi dden" and don't press ? Return after typing in this command.



Movethefolder into Terminal. Click and drag the folder you want to hide right onto the Terminal
window and let go. This drops the folder's information into the Terminal command you started typing.
Y ou should now see the folder's address appear after "chf | ags hi dden " inthe Terminal window.
1. For example, if you're hiding afolder named "Rutabaga’ on your Mac's desktop, you'll see
something likethis: chf | ags hi dden / User s/ name/ Deskt op/ Rut abaga

Press ?.Bﬂ.u.m] Thiswill hide the folder from view completely, though if your Mac is set to view hidden
folders, the folder will smply appear greyed-out.
1. Toremove hidden folders from view, open the Finder and then press mmmandh?ﬂiﬁﬁ J
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On Android

ES File Explorer File Manager

&

Install ES File Explorer. ES File Explorer isacommonly used file manager that you can use to create
folders on your Android; it can also unhide hidden foldersif need be, making it easy to find your folder
later. To install it, do the following:

1. Openthe
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Google Play Store.

Tap the search bar.

Typein es file .

Tap ESFile Explorer File Manager in thelist of results.
Tap INSTALL, thentap ALLOW if prompted.




Open ESFile Explorer. Tap OPEN in the Google Play Store, or tap the ES File Explorer app icon in
your Android's App Drawer.

What's New

New theme is coming

ES Summer Chill Theme:
~ bring you're the coolest

feeling in this hot summer.
Check it now to put the new

theme on!
3. Try Now

Navigate though the initial setup. Swipe through the introduction screens, then tap START NOW at the
bottom of the screen. Y ou can then tap X in the top-right corner of the "What's New" pop-up.
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Open a storage location. Tap the storage location (e.g., I nternal Storage) at the top of the page.



Select a folder. Tap the folder in which you want to create an invisible folder.
1. If you don't know which folder to choose, tap the Documents folder.

WikiHow To

Cancel

Create a new folder. To add anew folder to the current location, do the following:
1. Tap New.
2. Tap Folder in the pop-up menu.
3. Enter aname for your folder.
4. Tap OK.



Rename

.Hidden

Cancel

Hidethefolder. Hiding afolder on Android is accomplished by placing a period before the folder's name.
Y ou can add the period by renaming your folder:

1
2.
3.

4.
5.

Long-press the folder to select it.

Tap Rename at the bottom of the screen.

Place your cursor before the first letter in the folder's name (for example, if the folder is named
"Hidden", you would have the cursor to the left of the"H").

Add a period before the name (e.g., the "Hidden" folder would become ".Hidden").

Tap OK.
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View thefolder if necessary. If you ever want to view the hidden folder, you can do so from within ES
File Explorer's settings:

1
2.

Tap ? in the upper-left side of the screen to prompt a pop-out menu.
Tap Show hidden files near the bottom of the menu.



3. Go back to the location of the hidden folder.
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On iPhone

. Listen for “"Hey Siri" ()

Press Home for Siri

Under stand how this glitch works. By placing the apps you want to hide in afolder and then moving
that folder while simultaneously opening Siri, you can cause your iPhone to glitch out and remove the
folder of apps from the Home Screen.
1. Thiswill most likely take afew triesto get right, as the timing of swiping away your apps folder
while opening Siri requires some practice.
2. If you don't have Siri enabled on your iPhone, enable Siri before proceeding.
3. You cannot use this method to hide photos on your iPhone.



Health

b T How
Tt

Createafolder with the appsyou want to hide. If the apps you want to hide aren't already in afolder,
do the following:

1. Lightly tap and hold an app until it starts shaking.

2. Tap and drag the app onto another app, then rel ease the app after a second.

3. Drag other apps into the folder that formed when you dropped the first app.
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Lightly tap and hold the folder. Y ou'll need to keep holding this folder as you proceed.
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4. Home

Hold down the Home button with your other hand. Thiswill cause Siri to pop up after a second or so.
1. OnaniPhone X, you'll hold down the side button to launch Siri.
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Settings

Swipethe app folder down as soon as Siri appears. If you time this correctly, the folder should turn
transparent and then disappear.

1. You can press the Home button (or swipe up on an iPhone X) to close Siri after this point.

2. If your folder is till on the Home Screen, try again.
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Access your hidden apps. Though the apps aren't visible, you can still use them:
1. Swipe down from the middle of your iPhone's screen to bring up Spotlight Search.
2. Typein the name of the hidden app that you want to open.
3. Taptheapp'snameinthe"APPLICATIONS" section of results.

Unhide the apps. Restarting your iPhone will unhide the apps and move them back onto your Home
Screen. Y our apps will be moved out of their folder, and they may appear in a different order than they
were in when you first moved them.

1. It'sbest to power down your iPhone by holding the Power button, then swiping right the slideto
power off switch, and then holding the Power button to turn it back on. Y our iPhone may overheat
if you force-restart it instead.

2. Your appswill also be unhidden if your iPhone updates.



Y ou finished reading the article "How to Make an Invisible Folder" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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