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How to Maintain a Tractor

Tractors are extremely useful pieces of equipment, and with the right maintenance, they can run for years with
very little trouble. Because there are so many different kinds of tractors with specific applications, maintenance

may vary...
Part 1 of 3:

Conducting Regular I nspections

Familiarize your self with your tractor's manual. There are many different types of tractors on the
market with awide variety of applications and associated accessories. To be sure you properly maintain
your specific make and model of tractor, you should read through the manual that came with it.[2]
1. Many tractors require specific types of lubricants and hydraulic fluids that you can identify in the
manual. Using the wrong kind could damage your tractor.
2. If you do not have a manual for your tractor, you may be able to find the information on the
manufacturer's website.
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Givethetractor avisual inspection. Before you get started with any planned maintenance on your
tractor, give the whole thing a good once over to see if anything looks overly worn, broken, or dirty. Many
newer [m]odel tractors even have plastic windows on fluid reservoirs to check things like hydraulic fluid
levels.[2

1. Giveyour tractor avisual inspection before and after each use.

2. Make note of any issues you identify to make sure you address them before the next time you use

the tractor.

Do atirepressure check. Use atire pressure gauge on each tire and compare it to the tire's pressure rating
written on the sidewall. Tractor tires can last years, but operating a tractor with under-inflated tires can
ruin the sidewall and cause the tires to wear faster than they should. Under-inflated tires will also cause the
tractor to burn more fuel in normal operati ons.[3l



1. You may want to adjust tire pressure for different types of jobs. For instance, if you plan on driving
your tractor on the road, you might want to add a few more pounds of air. Reducing tire pressure on
slick surfaces like mud can help increase traction.

2. Tireslose pressure more quickly when temperatures change from cold to hot, so you may want to
check your tire pressure more frequently in the spring and fall.
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Test the lights. Some tractors may not be equipped with any lights at all, while others could have an
extensive lighting system that includes turn signals and interior lighting. Check each of the lights after
each use of the tractor so you can address any electrical issues as they arise.[4l
1. If alight failsto work, it may be a blown out bulb or fuse that needs to be replaced. If neither of
those solve the problem, your tractor may need to be serviced by atechnician.
2. Check your owner's manual to find the correct type of bulb or fuse needed to fix abad light.




Inspect the beltsand hoses. Just like in acar, atractor's engine relies on a number of rubber hoses and
usually at least one belt. Look all of the rubber components over for signs of wear or damage. Excessively
worn rubber components should all be replaced.[®]

1. Look for glazing on the sides and bottom of any belts that may indicate that it's been slipping.

2. Any rubber that has cracked should be replaced.

Replacetheair filter as needed. Depending on the environment you use your tractor in, you may need to
change your air filter more or less frequently. Locate the air filter using the tractor's user manual, then
visually inspect it. If it's really dirty, it should be replaced.€]

1. There'sno real rule of thumb with air filters; they should just be replaced as they appear dirty.

2. You should check your air filter after 8 hours of use or so.

Test the hydraulic system. Y ou need specialized tools to check your tractor's hydraulic system. If you
have the correct coupler fitting and a pressure gauge, you can connect it to any of the black ports on the



hydraul i[%] system while it's running, and compare that figure to the correct specifications outlined in the
manual .
1. If you don't have the correct tools, it's recommended that you have your hydraulic system serviced
by a professional after every 500 hours of use.

Part 2 of 3:

Checking and Replacing Fluids

Verify theoil level. Start your tractor up and let it run for afew minutes to warm up, then remove the oil
dipstick, wipe it off, and reinsert it into the engine. Pull it out again and look at the oil level indicated on
the stick.[8]

1. Thedip stick will show the high and low marks for you to compare your oil levels.

2. Ifit'slow ail, you should add some, or just change the oil if it's due.



Shut off the tractor. Doing any kind of maintenance on atractor that's still running is dangerous. After
i/gc])u shut the tractor off, remove the keys and set them aside to ensure no one accidentally starts it back up.

1. Tractorswith mowers can be especially dangerous to work on while running.
2. If you let the tractor warm up to check the oil, you may want to wait a bit asit cools.

L ower the hydraulics. Use the controls of your tractor to do so. If you're unsure of how in your specific
application, refer to the user's manual. Tractors that have a bucket or other hydraulically powered
accessories will need to have the hydraulic load removed by lowering them to the ground. Otherwise,
those accessories may fall suddenly as you work on the hydraulic system.[10]

1. Many hydraulic accessories can be extremely heavy, and may really hurt you if they wereto fall.



Changethe oil every 100 hours (or as specified in the manual). Different tractors are designed to
operate for different amounts of time between oil changes, so be sure to consult the manual to determine
how long you can go between them. To chan?e the ail, remove the drain plug from the oil pan and let the
oil drain out into an appropriate container.[11
1. Once the oil has been drained put the drain plug back in and remove the ail filter.
2. Screw on the new oil filter and fill the tractor with the right amount of oil, as specified by its user
manual.

Check theradiator fluid level. It'stotally normal for the level of coolant and water in your radiator to
diminish over time, and it may need the occasional topping off. However, checking the fluid level
regularly will also provide you with an early warning if there's a serious leak anywhere in the cooling
wstem.?/lz]



1. Check the owner's manual for your specific tractor to know what type of coolant to add to the
radiator.
2. Don't operate the tractor until it's been repaired if you notice a serious drop in radiator fluid.

Hydraulic
Fluid

Change your hydraulic fluid. Y ou might want to consider having your hydraulic fluid changed by a
professional, as it will require capturing and disposing of as much as 15 gallons (57 L) of fluid in some
cases and involves the use of specialized tools.[13]

1. You should have your hydraulic fluid changed every 400 hours of use.

2. You should also have the hydraulic fluid filter changed.

Part 3 of 3:

Cleaning and Properly Storing Your Tractor



Keep thetractor clean. While it's nice to have a good looking tractor, the most important reason to keep
it clean isto prevent debris from causing any damage to the tractor's moving parts and so you can clearly
see any issues as they develop.[14]
1. Cleaning the tractor will aso help you identify any damage to the paint that could lead to rusting.
2. Besure surfaces you step on are clear of debris and anything that might make them slippery.

Disconnect the battery before storing it. Leaving the battery connected will eventually kill it, and
leaving a battery uncharged for too long will ruin it. Avoid this by using the appropriate sized socket to
loosen the fasteners on both of the two battery terminals, then remove the battery.[19]
1. Make sureto remove any strap that may hold the battery in place before you try to removeit.
2. Store the battery somewhere with climate control, and if possible, leave it connected to a battery
maintainer (available at most auto parts stores).



Seal off theair filter before storing your tractor. If you leave atractor outdoors or in a barn, chances
are good that animals seeking shelter will find their way into places like the tractor's air inlet. Use paper
and tape to seal off openings before leaving the tractor for the season.[16]

1. You can also use plastic wrap and tape.

2. Make sure to remove all paper, plastic, and tape before starting the tractor again next year.

Drain thefluidsfrom thetractor before winter. If the tractor will be stored in an area that goes below
freezing, you should drain any water from it. Freezing water expands and can destroy reservoirs or even
F1070]| ant lines. The gasoline will go bad if stored over the winter as well, so be sure to drain the gas tank.

1. Only dispose of drained fluids at authorized chemical disposal locations.

2. Do not store the gasoline for later use. Gas goes bad over time.

3. Condensation will allow water to form in the fuel tank and mix with the fuel if you don't drain it.



Y ou finished reading the article "How to Maintain a Tractor" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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