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How to Launch Python Files Using Windows
Command Prompt

Today's TipsMake will show you how to open Python files using the built-in Command Prompt program on
Windows computers. In most cases, you will open the file without any problems as long as Python is available
on your device. If your computer uses an old version of Python, or you customized it when installing and did not
add the 'python’ command to the 'Path’ variable list, proceed to add Python to the 'Path’ variable list to be able to
start. Run Python files through Command Prompt.

Find Python file path

TipsMake

Gotothedirectory containing the Python file. Find the Python file you want to open on Command Prompt.

If you aready know the directory path of the Python file you want to open, you can open the file on Command
Prompt immediately.


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/application/
https://tipsmake.com/how-to-launch-python-files-using-windows-command-prompt

1| 4 & = |Files
Home Share View

- D ¥ cut % X _I 1 ﬁ-‘wmmm«

M4 Copy path J|:| Easy access T
Finto Ouick “Copyt  Paste Move Copy  Delete Raname  Mew
) E| Pagta shorteul s b = foldar
Cliphaard Sirganize Hew
1+ » Files
Date'modified,

i OneDrive

= This PC
5 3D Ghjects
i Desktop

% Douments

Select the Python file. Click on the Python file for which you want to view the directory path.
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Right click on the Python file. A menu will drop down.
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Click the Propertiesoption in the dr op-down menu. The Properties window will open.

1}' script.py Properties 5

General Security Details Previous Versions

Iscript.py

Type of file: Python Fila {.py) =
M- o

Opens with: ~ [Jal Python — © 75 & ne , ‘Change...

T ——————
Location: ‘ iC:\.U sem\wikih\Desmp\Filaﬁi‘\

_.|:15|. ——

Size: 12.8 KB (13,199 bytes)

Size ondisk:  16.0 KB (16,384 bytes)

Record the" Location" value. The directory address (or "path™) to the right of the "Location" heading is the
information you need to enter into the Command Prompt to switch to the directory containing the Python file.

Y ou can copy alocation by highlighting the information (click and drag over the "L ocation” value) and then
pressCtrl +C.

Launch the Python file
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Open Start . Click the Windows icon in the lower left corner of the screen. The Start menu will pop up.

TipsMake ..
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Find Command Prompt. Type cndto find Command Prompt.
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Click the Command Prompt program that appears at the top of the Start menu. Command Prompt will
open.
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Switch to the directory containing the Python file. Enter the command cdand a space, then enter the
"Location" address of the Python fileand press? Ent er .

For example, to open a Python file located in the "Files' folder on the Desktop, you need to enter cd
deskt op/ Fi | eshere.

If you copied the file path, enter it cdwith a space and press Ct r | + Vto paste the path.
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Enter the command " python" along with the file nameto open. Enter the command pyt hon fi |l e. py,
which replaces file with the Python filename.

For example, if the Python file is named "script" then you need to enter it pyt hon scri pt. pyhere.

If the Python file has more than one space in the name, we will enclose the name and file extension between
quotation marks (e.g., pyt hon "ny script. py").
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Press? Ent er . The command will be executed and open the Python file in the Python program available on
the computer.



Ifanerror’ python' is not recogni zed as an internal or external comandappears
after pressing Enter , you need to add Python to the PATH list and try again.

Add Python tothe PATH list

[ Growp by [} Item check boxes 7
., U o
| Add columns __‘|I.F[ ile name « sions
Sark i im—ég—’e';- Hide selected  Options
by | Size allcolumis to fit .,«] +| Hidden itemsﬂ ERe -
e
Current view : Show/hide

LT
I ri-"?" 2l
FVECRIMG

Desktop 4 Documents

" 4 ==
Pictures E Videos

{

Show hidden folders. Since one of the folders containing the Python installation directory is most likely hidden,
we need to unhide them before continuing:

Open File Explorer.
Click the View tab.

Check the "Hidden items" box.
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Go to the Python directory. In some cases, the path to Python will be "C:Python27"; however, if you installed
the latest version of Python using the default settings, the program will be in ahidden folder. Y ou can copy the
appropriate file path by:

Click This PC on the left side of the File Explorer window.
Double-click the hard drive located in the "Devices and drives" section.
Scroll down and double-click the "Users" folder.

Double-click the folder with your username.

Scroll down and double-click "AppData’.

Double click "Local".

Scroll down and double-click "Programs”.

Double-click the "Python" folder.

Double-click the Python folder along with the appropriate version number (for example, "Python36").
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Copy the path to the Python folder. Click the address bar at the top of the File Explorer window to highlight
the content, then press Ct r | + Cto copy the address.
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Open the Power User menu. To proceed, right-click the Start icon . A menu will pop up.

You can aso press? W n+ Xto open the Power User pop-up menu.
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Click the System option . It'sin the pop-up menu. A new window will open.

gip --.-_- M ﬁﬁ-@ueﬁiﬁn?

Get help

Make Windows better
Give us feedback

TipsMake

Click System info . Thislink isin the upper right corner of the window. The System Information window will
open.



B gystem
4 = > Control Panel » System and Security » System

SRpUotRanch Hoire View basic information about your c

@ Device Manager Windows edition -

Windows 10 Pro

¥P Remote settings

P S I

jrs 2018 Microsoft Corporation. All rights rese
5 Advan ngs iviake

R——————_ System

Processor; Intel(R) Core
Installed memory (RAM):  3.00 GB

Systemn type:

Pen and Touch:

TipsMake

Click the Advanced system settings link . Thislink isin the upper left of the System Information window. At
this point, another window will pop up.
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Click Environment Variables... (Environment variables). This option isin the lower right corner of the pop-
up window.



Erwironment Variables

N User variables for wikih §

Fath ChLsersiw ta\LocalProgramsi\Python\Python3T 3245, j'

ChllsershwikinvappDataiLocaliTermp

Make

| New

Systarn variables

Variable Value
asliog Destination=fila"
ComSpec CAWINDOWS\system32hemd exe

TipsMake

Find the" Path" headingin the" User variables' table. This paneis at the top of the Environment Variables
window.

Y ou may need to scroll your mouse pointer up or down on the "User variables' box to find the "Path" variable.
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Double-click the" Path" heading. A window will pop up.
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Click the New option . It'son theright side of the window. A text field will appear in the middle of the
window.
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Paste the path you copied earlier. PressCt r | + Vto paste the content. The path you copied will appear in the
text field in the middle of the window.
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Move Up.

Move Down

... Edit text..

Click OK on thethree open windows. The system will save the changes and close the three windows " Path”,
"Environmental Variables' and "System Properties’.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to L aunch Python Files Using Windows Command Prompt" edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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