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How to Keep Kids Engaged in a Remote Classr oom

Having the right tools and technologies to run a remote classroom doesn't make a difference if the kids aren't
engaged and actively learning. Fortunately, there's plenty you can do to keep your students engaged, even though
they're not...

Making Your Class Fun and Engaging

1. Start each classwith warm-up activity to get them engaged. Get your kids' brains warmed up with a
simple 5-minute assignment at the beginning of your remote class. When they're finished, have a question-
and-answer session where you ask individual students questions or have a group discussion where the
students talk about the assignment.[1]

1. Useaquick class warm-up to break through the impersonal and distant feeling that remote
classrooms can have.

2. For example, you could put up 2 similar pictures and have the students spot the differences between
them.

3. You could also do a short journal assignment where the students talk about their weekend and then
have them read their entries aloud.

2. Use movement activitiesto keep the kids focused. Staring at a screen can lull anybody to sleep, so to
keep your kids actively engaged, add some movement activities that relate to the material so they're using
their bodies and focusing their minds. A good way to pepper in some movement activitiesisto recap a
section or subject before you move on to the next one, which will get the kids' blood pumping and help
reinforce the material .[2]

1. For instance, you could use a hand-clapping pattern that goes along with multiplication tables.
2. You could also take a short break and have the kids stand up from their chairs and take a good
stretch to refocus their minds.

3. Include musical elementsin your lessonsto help the kidslearn. There's areason commercial jingles get
stuck in your head! Use musical elementsto help facts and information stick in their brains and to keep
them engaged in the class. Look for songs that talk about a subject you're teaching in class and play it for
your kids so they can learn about it and stay engaged.[3]

1. A famous example is Schoolhouse Rock, which has aton of educational songs about topics such as
conjunctions, electricity, and even how abill becomes alaw.

2. Search online for songs that talk about Science, History, or Math that you can incorporate into your
class.

4. Add creative exercises and activitiesto break things up. Include activities that allow your students to
use their creative energy so they're excited to learn and are more engaged in the class. Use a creative
project or activity asaway to reinforce or illustrate a concept or idea that you're teaching them to help it
stick in their minds.[4]

1. For example, you could have your kids draw a picture of the sun's rays feeding plantsto help
illustrate photosynthesis.
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2. Make the activities fun aswell. For instance, you could have your students draw and design their
own cells and include structures from real cells so they're also learning their functions.

5. Assign group projectsthat get studentsto collaborate with each other. Because your classroom is
remote, it's more difficult for your students to interact and collaborate with one another, so it's important
that you include projects and assignments that require them to communicate and work together. Put your
students into groups and give them each an assignment that they have to complete. They can use your
learning management system (LM S), a messaging app, or a video conferencing app to work together.[5]

1. Haveyour students assign parts of their project to each other. For instance, if you assign agroup
project about Shakespeare, 1 student can talk about his sonnets, 1 can talk about his plays, and
another can talk about hislife.

Tip: Use the same program that you use for your class so your kids aready know how to use it. For
example, if you use Google Hangouts or Microsoft Teams for your class, then have your students use that
to work together on their project.

6. Allow for some unstructured time so the kids can interact. At some point in your class, perhapsin the
middle during a break or near the end of the class, give your kids 5 minutes or so to just talk to each other.
Let the kids be kids and talk about what they're learning, what movies they like to watch, what their
favorite pizzais, or whatever else they want to talk to. Taking a short break will help refocus their minds
and get them reenergized for class[l

1. Don't leave the conference or move away from your screen so your students don't go too crazy, but
let them just chat about anything for afew minutes.

Communicating Effectively

1. Makesureyour students know how they can reach you. It'simportant that you're available and that
your students and their parents know when and where they can reach you so they participate in your class
more effectively. Make sure they know when your class begins and ends, when you're available for office
hours, and how they can send you a message or get in touch if they need you.[7]

1. A student is more likely to be engaged in your class if they feel like they can reach you when they
need you.

2. Becauseit's easy for studentsto feel disconnected or distant online, try your best to be present in
their lives and show them that you want them to engage with you.

2. Giveclear directions so your students know what they need to do. Make sure your written directions
are clear and explain the assignment in detail so your students don't feel lost or overwhelmed. If your
students get frustrated because they don't understand an assignment, they may not want to do it.[8]

1. Writeyour directions using awarm, informal tone as though you're speaking to your students and
not like they're reading from an old, stuffy textbook.

Tip: Record and post a short 2-5 minute video with your written assignments that fleshes out details of the
assignment and allows your kids to see your face and hear your voice, which will get them more engaged.

3. Break up content into smaller piecessoit'seasier to absorb. Learning in aremote classroom
environment can be more taxing physically and intellectually than atraditional classroom setting. Avoid
assigning long text passages, large sections of material at once, or even playing videos longer than 10
minutes or you may lose your kids focus. Instead, chunk the content into smaller pieces so your students
are better able to understand and retain the information.[®]



1. For example, rather than assigning an entire chapter to be read during class, assign afew paragraphs
at atime, then check in with your kids before assigning more material so they stay focused on the
task.

4. Email updates and infor mation to the parents once a week. Parents can make useful allies when it
comes to keeping kids engaged, but only if they're kept in the loop and know what's going on in the
classroom. Send afriendly email at |east once aweek that gives parents a brief overview of the material
you're going over and directs them to any new content or information you've added to the learning
management system.[10]

1. Mention upcoming assignments and any other reminders so the parents are aware of any deadlines.

2. Include your contact information and availability for easy reference in case they need to get in touch
with you.

3. Don't single out individual students or family membersin your weekly emails.

5. Send group messagesto your studentsfor quick reminders. If your students are old enough to use
group messaging, send them short messages outside of class time to remind them of upcoming deadlines
or to check-in and make sure they don't have any questions about assignments. K eep the messages short
E’;\lnﬁ invite the students to reach out to you if they're having any issues or they need help with something.

1. Checking in with your students will keep them focused and engaged.

6. Hold office hours so students and parents can reach out to you. Set a 1-2 hour period each day where
students or their parents can contact you to ask about their grades, assignments, material, or anything else
they have questions about. During your office hours, stay close to your email or phone so you can quickly
respond to messages or cal 1s.12]

1. Besureto let your students and their parents know if you need to cancel your office hours for the
day.

2. The hour after your class endsis a good time to hold your office hours so students or their parents
can contact you if they have questions.

Helping Your Students Engage

1. Send regular feedback to your studentsso they can track their progress. Keep your students updated
with how they're doing in your class so they'll more actively participate. Send them a short message or
Flrg]ail their parents periodically to let them know how they're performing and what they can do to improve.

1. If they have additional questions or want to know what they can do to improve their grades, ask
them to reach out during your office hours so you can assist them.

2. Focusmoreon a student's progr ess than assignments and due dates. Remote learning requires you to
be alittle more patient and flexible with your students so they don't get discouraged or feel overwhelmed.
A student's learning and progression are more important than whether or not they completed every
assignment on time. Praise your students when they make progress and avoid condemning them harshly if
they fail to turn in an assignment on time.[14]

1. It'saready tough enough for young students to focus on learning in a remote classroom, so avoid
discouraging them by punishing them for late assignments.

3. Give parentstoolsthey can useto help their kidslearn. Include linksin your learning management
system and in your weekly emails to parents that provide resources and materials that parents can use to
help their kids learn at home. Enlisting the help of your student's parents can help them be more engaged
in class and retain the material better.[19]



1. It'saways helpful to encourage parents to get involved in their children's education, and you can
really help them out by giving them resources and materials they can use.

Tip: For a super helpful list of free online resources that parents can use, check out:
https.//www.cde.ca.gov/Is/he/hn/appendix1.asp.

4. Reach out directly to a student that's struggling. If you have an individual student who isfalling behind
or struggling with their grades, reach out to them directly and ask if they're having any issues with the
remote class or with the material. Show them that you care about them and you want them to learn and
they're more likely to want to participate and engage.[16]

1. Sometimesit can be as simple as a student struggling to access the material or the technology, and if
you give them a hand, it can make world of a difference.
2. If astudent continues to struggle, try reaching out to their parentsindividually by email aswell.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Keep Kids Engaged in a Remote Classroom” edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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