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How to I nstall Softwarein Debian Linux

ThiswikiHow teaches you how to use tools built into Debian Linux to install software packages. If you're using
the desktop version of Debian, you can use Synaptic to install application packages with a point-and-click
graphical interface....

Method 1 of 3:

Using a Graphical Package M anager
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5273 packages listed, 2076 installed, O beoken, O to installfupgrade, 0 to remove

Open the Synaptic graphical package manager . Synaptic comes preinstalled in Debian as long as
you've installed the version with desktop support.[l] You'l find it in your Applications menu, or under
System > Administration. If you want to use a different graphical package manager, open that
instead—most work similarly.

1. You can also run Synaptic from the command lineusing sydo synaptic .

Tip: If you can't find any graphical package manager, consider installing one through the command line,
for example, one of the following: KPackage, Klik, Autopackage, Bitnami, Click N Run.
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Click [_Search . It'sthe magnifying glassicon near the top of the window.

| Search: [icedcue|

Lookin: = Descriptionand Name

Search for the software you want to install. You can use the search bar to find something in particular or
browse the list by category.



Package Installed Version  Latest Versiorgl
nautilus-sendto 18.6-3 3.8.6-3

Select the package(s) you want to install. Check the box next to the name of any package you want to
install. You can install multiple packages at once if you wish.

Click the[ Apply ]button. It's at the bottom of the window. Synaptic will now download and install the
selected packages.

Method 2 of 3:

Using Apt



an@debian: ~
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Open aterminal. If you're using agraphical user interface (GUI), you can usually do this by clicking the
terminal icon or by pressing Ctrl |+ Alt/+ T.

File Edit View Search Terminal Help

itvanfdebian: -5 sudo apt-get update
[sudo] password for ivan:

Run sudo apt-get updat e toupdatethepackage manager. After typing that command at
the prompt, press ? Enter| or ? Return: to run it. After verifying your root password, the package manager
will update to include the latest software sources.[2]



hioni-% sude apt-cache search paint

Sear ch for the package you want to install. If you already know the exact name of the package you want
toinstall, skip to the next step. Otherwise, run apt - cache search softwar eName (with
sof t war eNane being the name of your software) at the prompt.

1. Thiscan sometimes print out alot of options, of which many areirrelevant. Be patient and read the
description of every package to determine which one you want to install. If you're unsure, you can
asouse apt show packageName ,withpackageNane beingthe name of any listed
package, to get alonger description of what the packageiis.

2. If you're unsure what your softwareis called, you might try searching for aword that describes what
the package does. For example, typing apt - cache search pai nt will printthe
package names of many painting programs, including GIMP and Krita.

debian:-§ Sude BpT-get install libmypaint-1_3_of]

Run sudo apt-get install packageName toinstall thepackage. Replace
packageNanme with the actual package name. For example, if you want to install the package di | | o



(that's aweb browser), youwouldtype sudo apt-get install dillo.
1. If additional dependencies are required for the package to install, follow the on-screen instructions
to choose whether to install them now.
2. Toremove aninstalled package, use sudo apt-get remove packageName [3]

Method 3 of 3:

Using Dpkg

Opening dpkg-dev_1.15.7_allLdeb

1" Youhave chosen to oper:

[ dpkg-dev_1.19.7_alldeb

whichis: Debian package (1.7 MB)
from: hitpdiftpus.debian.org

| What should Firefon do with this file?
Openwith  Archive Manager {default)
= Save File

Do this gutematically for files Like this firom now on.

Download a packagefile. If you want to install a package that endswiththe . deb file extension, you
can use a built-in tool called dpkg.[4] Start by downloading the desired *.deb file from your preferred
source.
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Open aterminal. If you're using agraphical user interface (GUI), you can usually do this by clicking the
terminal icon or by pressing Ctrl |+ Alt/+ T ..

debian:~% ¢d downloads

Use cd toenter thedirectory of the downloaded file. For example, if you've saved the file to afolder
inyour local directory called downl oads ,type cd downl oads and press?Enter: or ?Return .

iehiant=/Downloads$ sudo dpky -i dpkg-dev 1.19.7 all.deb
pasaward for fwan:

Run sudo dpkg —-i packageName .Replace packageName withthefull name of the
package ending in .deb. Thisinstalls the software package.
1. For example, to install a package called icewm 0.8.11-2.deb, type sudo dpkg =—i
icewm 0.8.11-2. deb andpress?Enter or ?Return .
2. Type your root password when prompted to complete the command.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to I nstall Softwarein Debian Linux" edited by the TipsM ake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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