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How to Install Python on Windows

If you want to start programming in Python on your Windows PC, you'll need to download and install a version
of Python. ThiswikiHow teaches you how to install Python (2 or 3) using the official Windows installer, as well
as how tofix the...

Method 1 of 3:

Installing Python 3

Go to https://www.python.or g/downloads. The most recent version of Python will always appear on the
"Download" button near the top of the page.
1. If you want to use Python 2, see the "Installing Python 2" method.
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Click [ Download Python . If thisdoes not start the download immediately, click [ Save ) on the pop-
up window to start it.
1. Python 3.7 and newer will run on any Windows operating system except Windows XP. If you need
toinstall Python 3 on XP, scroll down and click | Download ) next to the most recently-updated
version of Python 3.4.[1]

Run theinstaller. You can do so by double-clicking python-.exe in your Downloads folder.



£A Add Python 3.7 to PATH

Check the box next to " Add Python to PATH." It's at the bottom of the window.
1. If you don't see this option, you'll need to complete this method after you finish installing Python.

= Customize installation
Choose location and features

Click [ Customize installation |. It'sthe second blue link on the window.




b Documentation
Instalis the Python documentation file,
M pip
Installs pip, which can download and install other Python packages.

B4 telftk and IDLE

Instalis tkinter and the IDLE development environment,
£ Python test suite
Imstalis the standard library test suite,

b4 py launcher B for all users frequires elevation)
6 Imstalls the global ‘py’ launcher to make it easier to start Python,

Review theinstallation optionsand click [ Next ). All of Python's features are selected by default.
Unless you have a specific need to skip installing any part of this package, just leave these settings alone.

B Install for all users

Customize install location

7. CA\Program Files (x86)\Python37-32

Check the box next to " Install for all users." If you're a system administrator, this option ensures that
other users on this computer are able to use Python. This also changes the installation location to the
Program Fil es(x86) Pyt hon(versi on) instead of your persona library.
1. If you didn't have the option to select "Add Python to PATH" earlier, make note of the installation
directory that appears here. You'll need to add it to your system variables after installing.
2. If you don't want anyone else on the computer to be able to use Python, you can leave the box
unchecked.



Click [ Install ). It'sat the bottom of the window.

Click [ Yes ]toconfirm. Thisinstalls Python on your PC. Once the installation is complete, you'll see a
" Setup was successful” window—don't close it just yet.



® Disable path length limit
Changes your maching configuration to altow program, including Pythan, to
bypass the 200 character “WAX_PATH™ limitation.

Click [ Disable path length limit . It's toward the bottom of the " Setup was successful” window. This
final step ensures that Python (and other apps) to use paths more than 260 charactersin length.

Click [ Yes ]toconfirm. Pythonisnow installed and ready to use.



Click [ Close )toexittheinstaller.

Test your Python installation. Here's how to make sure the path is set up properly:
1. Type cmd intothe Windows search bar and press ? Enter .
2. Type pyt hon andpress?Enter’. Youshould see >>> at the beginning of the current line.
This means Python is working and the path is set correctly.
3. If you see an error that says "python is not recognized as an internal or external command,” see the
"Adding the Python Path to Windows" method.
4. Type exi t () toreturntothecommand prompt.

Method 2 of 3:



Installing Python 2

Go to https://www.python.or g/downloads in a web browser. Use this method if you want to write code
in Python 2 instead of (or in addition to) Python 3 in Windows.

Scroll down and click a Python 2 version. The versions appear under the "L ooking for a specific
release?’ header.
1. If you don't know which version of Python 2 to install, just click the first version beginning with
"2." Inthelist. This ensures you're using the most recently-updated version.
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Scroll down and select an installer. This downloads the installer to your computer, though you may have

to click to start the download.
1. If you have a 64-bit computer, select | Windows x86-64 MSI installer ).

2. If you're using a 32-bit computer, select [ Windows x86 MSl installer ].

Run the Python installer. Y ou can do this by double-clicking python-(version).msi in your Downloads
folder.



®) Install for all users
) Install just for me (not avaiable on Windows Vista)

Select an option for installing. If you want other users of this PC to be able to use Python, select
[ Install for all users ). If not, select | Install for just me .

Click [ Next ). It'sat the bottom-right corner.



Please select a directory for the Python 2.7.16

& Python27 ~ Up| New |

Select an install directory (optional). The default directory is fine for most people, but you can change it
if you wish by selecting a different folder from the menu.

Click [ Next ).



Register Extensions

Telf Tk

Documentation

Utilty Secripts

pip

Test sute

Add python.exe to Path

(¥

Scroll down to the bottom of the " Customize Python" featureslist. Y ou should see an option called
"Add python.exe to Path.” It probably has an " X" on its corresponding button.
1. If you don't see this option, see this method after installing Python.

L w ~| Add python.exe to Path

Click the X ] button next to " Add python.exeto Path." A menu will expand.



= Will be installed on local hard drive

Click [ Wwill be installed on local hard drive ). Thisensuresthat you can run Python commands from
anywhere without having to type the full path to Python.

Click [ Next ). A security pop-up will appear on most systems at this point.



Click [ Yes ]tocontinue. Thisinstalls Python 2 on the PC. In afew moments, you'll see awindow that
says "Complete the Python Installer.”

Click [_Finish ) on theinstaller. Python is now installed.



Test your Python installation. Here's how to make sure the path is set up properly:
1. Type cmd into the Windows search bar and press ? Enter .
2. Type pyt hon andpress?Enter. Youshouldsee >>> atthe beginning of the current line.
This means Python is working and the path is set correctly.
3. If you see an error that says "python is not recognized as an internal or external command,” see the
"Adding the Python Path to Windows" method.
4. Type exi t () toreturntothecommand prompt.

Method 3 of 3:

Adding the Python Path to Windows

Cancel




Preﬁs;mu_nhﬂ to open the Run dialog. Use this method if you're installing an older version or see the
"python is not recognized as an internal or external command"” error when trying to use Python.

sysdm.cpl v

Type sysdm. cpl andclick[ OK J. Thisopensthe System Properties dialog.

You must be logged on as an Administrator to make most of these changes.
Performance

Visual effects. processor scheduling, memery usage and virtual memory

User Profiles
Desktop setlings related to your sign-in

Start-up and Recovery
System start-up, system failure and debugging information

Click the tab. It's at the top of the window.



Click [ Evironment Variables . It's near the bottom of the window.

Variable Walue

Comipes CoWindewisystemIDemelexe
DriverCats CHAWiIndews\ System 3\ Drivers\ DriverData
MUBBER_OF_PROCESSORS

Select the( Path ) variable under " System variables." Thisisin second group of variables (not the
"User variables' group on top).



Click [_Edit . It's at the bottom of the window.

Edit environment vanakle

Ci\Program Files (x86)\Fython37-32\Scriptsh, | Mew |
CAProgram Files (xB6)0\Python3T-324 —
C\Windews\system32 | Edit
CAMWindows =
CAWindows\ System32\Whern . Browse..,
CAWiIndows\System32\WindowsPowerShelfw1.00 a— —
CAWindows\System 3N 0pensSHY, | Delete
C:\Program Files (x236)\NVIDIA Corporation\PhysX\Common

CihProgram Files (x28)\Windows Live\Shaged
CihPregram Files\Microsoft SOL Server’\Client SDEVNODBCH1 304 Tools\ Bi... | MeovelUp
CaProgram Files (k88 Microsoft SOL Server\ 1300 Toals\Binn', e —
CAProgram Files\Microsoft SOL Server' 1300 Tools\Binm', | Move Down

ChPregram Files\Microsoft SOL Serve\ 1300DT5A\Binnh,
Cih\Program Files (x38)\Microsoft QL Server\ 1 500WDTS\Binny, P —

Edit thevariableson Windows Vista and earlier. If you're using Windows 10, 8, or 7, skip to the next

step.
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If you'reusing XP or Vista
Click inside the "Variable value" box to deselect the selected text.
Scroll al the way to the end of the text that's already in the "Variable value" box.
Typeasemicolon ; attheend of the text (no spaces).
Type the full path to Python (e.g., C: Pyt hon27 ) right after the semicolon.
Typeasemicolon ; attheend of what you just typed (no spaces).
Typethefull path again, butadd Scri pt s totheend. Example:
C: Pyt hon27Scripts; C: Python27Scri pts .
Click until you've closed all windows, and then restart your PC. No need to continue with
this method.[2



Click [ New ). It'sthefirst button near the top-right corner of the window.

Enter the full path to Python. For example, if Pythoninstalledto C: Pyt hon27 , typethat into the
field.



Press ? Enter . Now you'll have to enter just one more path.

Click [ New ) again.



Edit ervvironment variable =

Mew
“Program Files Pyt npts Edit
CAProgram Files (x86)\Pythan37-33,
CAWiIndows\system32 Browse...
ChWindows
CAWindows\System32\Whem | Delete

CAWindows) System 32\ WindowsPowerShelPos1.00
CAWindeows\ System 32O penSSHN

CAProgram Files (x28\NVIDIA Corperation\PhysX\Commen Mawve Up
CHProgram Files (x88\Windows Live\Shared
CAProgram Files\Micreseft SQL Servet\Client SDEVODBCH 1300 Tools\Bi... Move Down
ChProgram Files (x88PMicraseft SOL Server\ 1300 Toals\Binm\
ChPragram FilesiMicrozaft SO Sersery 130 ToalshBinm,
CaProgram Files\Microsoft SOL Server\13000TS\Binn\, Edit text...
C:\.P:ﬂgmm Files Mﬁ}\Micrusu’& SOL Server\ 1500,DT S\ Binnd,

12.

Enter thefull path to the Python " Scripts' directory. Thisisthe same path as you typed before, except
you'll beadding Scri pt s totheend.
1. Forexample, C: Pyt hon27Scri pts

Press ? Enter |. Y our new variables are saved.



Click and then again. Y ou should now be able to run Python from the command line
just by typing pyt hon .

Y ou finished reading the article "How to I nstall Python on Windows' edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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