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How to install a sound card on a computer

Whether you're an audio enthusiast, musician or gamer, high-quality sound can make all the difference in your
computing experience.

In today's world of digital entertainment, sound plays an important role in enhancing the user experience.
Whether you're an audio enthusiast, musician or gamer, high-quality sound can make all the difference in your
computing experience.

Many motherboards come with built-in sound cards, and today, integrated sound cards are more than enough for
the average user. Even so, sometimes you may want to take your audio experience to the next level. In such
cases, a dedicated sound card becomes necessary.

How to install the internal sound card on the computer

Installing an internal sound card is pretty straightforward. Just like the graphics card, the sound card connects to
your computer via a PCIe (Peripheral Component Interconnect Express) port. There are no wires involved and
all you need to do is install and mount the card onto your motherboard.

If you have installed a graphics card before, then the steps below should be very easy. Even if you are a
beginner, the steps are quite simple. Just remember to be gentle with your device!

Step 1: Disconnect all connections from PC

The first thing to do is make sure your computer is turned off, then turn off the power switch on the back of the
computer and unplug it. Carefully disconnect all cables, including the power cable, HDMI display, keyboard,
mouse, and any other peripherals connected to the PC. This will give you a safe and clear workspace to do the
installation.

 

Step 2: Open the side of the PC case

It's time to open your computer. Take out your PC case and set it aside, with the side facing up, on a desk. Open
the side panel by removing the screws that secure it to the chassis. In most cases, you can remove the screw by
hand. If the side of the case uses traditional screws, take a screwdriver and remove them.
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Once you've unscrewed the screws, grab the side and gently slide it out of the chassis of the PC case. You should
now be able to see the inside of your computer.

Step 3: Identify the PCIe slot

Take a close look at your motherboard and identify the PCIe slot where you will install the sound card. Be sure
to read the specs on both your motherboard and your sound card to see if the PCIe slot can accommodate a
sound card.
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PCIe slots are similar to RAM slots in appearance, and they are usually located perpendicular to the RAM slots
on the motherboard.

Step 4: Remove the PCIe shield

Your sound card comes with a section that will protrude from the outside of the PC case. This part has all the
jacks and ports on it, just like a graphics card.

If you look at the back panel of the PC case, you'll notice that the place where the sound card protrudes is
covered by a PCIe shield. Shields protect against dust, but since the sound card will fill the void, you need to
remove them before inserting the sound card.
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Carefully move your sound card over the PCIe slot to locate and find the PCIe shield you need to remove.

There will be screws holding the PCIe shield in place. In some cases, there is a metal strip that covers the screws
of the PCIe shield. In both cases, the PCIe shield and metal strip are held in place by screws. Remove these
screws and slide off the PCIe shield. Do not put the screw back, as the sound card will be fixed on the chassis
with the same screw holes.

Step 5: Install the sound card

Now to the main step. Align the sound card with the PCIe slot to make sure you have the correct angle. The
yellow connectors on your sound card should face the motherboard, and the outer protrusion should face the
back shield of the PC case.

Some PCIe slots have a lock, like the lock on a RAM slot. You should open them before trying to install the
expansion card. The keys will snap into place and lock themselves once you insert the sound card.
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Unlock, align, and gently press the sound card into the PCIe slot until you hear a click. You now have a
dedicated sound card inside. Check the card to make sure that the connection is firmly established. No gold



connector is visible.

Step 6: Insert the sound card

Once you've installed the sound card securely, it's time to secure it to the chassis. The screws and screw holes
that previously held the PCIe shield will now be used to secure the sound card.
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Screw the sound card into the case using the provided hole. Then, gently pull the sound card to make sure it's
securely mounted.

Step 7: Reinsert the case shield and connect the peripherals

Now that you've installed and mounted the sound card, it's time to reassemble the PC case. Slide the side shield
back to its original position, straighten your PC case, then connect peripherals and power.
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Once everything is set up, start your computer and try out your new sound card! You'll probably need to install a
separate audio driver to get the most out of your device, but you'll be able to see it in your audio output right
away.

You finished reading the article "How to install a sound card on a computer" edited by the TipsMake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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