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How to Increase I nternet Speed

This wikiHow teaches you how to increase your Internet's speed and consistency. Whileit isn't possible to
increase your Internet's speed past the speed for which you're paying your Internet Service Provider, most people
don't get the most...

Part 1 of 5;

Using General Fixes
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Understand what might be causing slow I nternet speed. There are virtually countless reasons why your
Internet might not be performing as you expect it to, but afew common reasons include the followi ng:[l]
Old software or hardware

Too many other computers or mobile items on the network

Ongoing downloads

Signal interference from walls or other appliances

Low Internet speed from your Internet Service Provider
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Check your Internet speed. You pay for a certain amount of Mbps (megabits) per second of upload and
download speed; checking your actual upload and download speed will give you an approximate idea of
how close you are to the advertised speed.
1. Many Internet Service Providers advertise speeds of "up to" a certain number, meaning that the top
speed itself isn't guaranteed.
2. Most of the time, your computer's highest upload or download speed will be alittle bit lower than
the advertised speed. If the actual speed is close to the advertised speed, your ISP isn't the problem.
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Compareyour speed results against your plan. Check your service plan to see what speed you are
paying for, then compare that number with the actual speed that you found. If the speeds aren't anywhere

close to each other, you'll need to call your 1SP.[2]
1. If you haven't upgraded your internet in along time, you may be able to find faster internet for

lower prices. Check all of the providersin your area.



2. Don't fall for the megabit/megabyte trap. | SPs advertise in megabits, not megabytes. There are 8
megabits (Mb) in a megabyte (MB), so if you are paying for 25 megabits per second (Mbps), then
that's just over 3 megabytes per second (MBps) of actual transfer speed.[3!

Decrease the distance between your computer and your router. If you are connected to the internet via
aWi-Fi router, you'll find that your Internet speed drops as you move further away from your router. Stay
as close as possible to your router for maximum Internet speed.[4]
1. Make sure that your router and your computer have plenty of room all the way around to prevent
overheating.

Establish aline of sight between your computer and therouter. If your router's signal has to travel
through even one wall or appliance (e.g., arefrigerator), its signal will be weakened. A good rule of thumb
isto have your router visible from where you're using your computer or mobile at all ti mes.[5]

1. If your router is on adifferent floor than you, you may not even be able to receive asignal.



Minimize the number of itemson the network. Like afreeway, your Wi-Fi network can only handle a
certain amount of traffic before it slows down. If possible, make sure that your computer isthe only
connection to your router; thiswill give you the best Internet results.[6]
1. Itisn't awaysfeasibleto limit Internet access to one computer, but you can turn off and unplug
things like smart TV's, extra computers, video game consoles, and anything else (e.g., an extra
smartphone or tablet) that maintains an Internet connection even when turned off.
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Use Ethernet instead of Wi-Fi. Most computers can plug directly into the back of the router using an
Ethernet cable, which removes the lag time between the router's signal departing and your computer
receiving the signal .[]
1. If you use a Mac computer, you'll most likely need an Ethernet to USB-C adapter if you want to
plug your computer into the router.
2. You cannot connect mobile platforms (e.g., smartphones and tablets) to Ethernet.



Part 2 of 5:

Using Hardwar e Fixes
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Determine how old your hardwareis. Routers, modems, computers, smartphones, and tablets all suffer a
certain amount of depreciation after afew years. If one or more of these itemsis exceptionally older—four
or more years, to be precise—you will invariably encounter some Internet probl ems.[8]
1. Unfortunately, the best solution to old technology is purchasing new technology.
2. Another situation in which you'll notice problemsisif you recently installed a brand-new operating
system on an old computer or mobile platform.

3. Especialy if your router and/or modem is more than three years old, you'll want to upgradeto a
more recent model.




Unplug your router and modem for a few minutes. Thisis commonly known as "power-cycling”, and it
allows your router to clear out itsinternal cache and start from scratch. Restarting your router will also
prompt it to re-select the least busy Wi-Fi channel, which is something that may change daily depending
on your location.[¥]

1. You can program your router to restart itself daily from within its settings page.
EXPERT TIP
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Luigi Oppido isthe Owner and Operator of Pleasure Point Computers in Santa Cruz, California. Luigi has
over 25 years of experience in general computer repair, data recovery, virus removal, and upgrades.
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Expert Trick: If you're on your phone or computer and your internet seems slow, try connecting on
another device. If it's also slow on that device, you'll know the problem is with the internet. If that's the
case, turn off both your modem and your router for 30 seconds, then turn them back on and wait 5
minutes. If that doesn't work, call your internet service provider. They'll run an automated test on their end
to make sure your modem is working properly.
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Upgrade your router'sfirmware. Out-of-date router firmware can prevent your router from maintaining
aconsistent connection. Thisis a process that varies from router to router, so you'll need to check your
router's manual to verify the process. Typicaly, though, you'll go to the router's settings page, find the
Update or Install Firmware button, and click it.[10



1. Thisisespecially important if you just bought a brand-new router, or if you use arouter that's more
than ayear or two old.

Reposition your router. Line-of-sight between your work area and your router isimportant, but it doesn't
matter if there are several dampening appliances near the router. Dampening appliances can be anything
from baby monitors to microwaves to refrigerators, so make sure that your router isfar away from these
items.
1. Your router should also be up relatively high. If your router is at alower level that the level at which
you use your computer, phone, tablet, and so on, you'll probably run into Internet connection issues.
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Restart any Internet-connected items. The old "turn it off and then on again” method actually works
quite well when it comes to resetting an Internet connection, especially when using an item that hasn't
been turned completely off in several days.
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Use a Wi-Fi range extender. Wi-Fi range extenders are small items that receive your router's Wi-Fi
signal and amplify it, alowing your Wi-Fi to reach you in places that it previously couldn't. Wi-Fi range
extenders can cost upward of $50, but they're often cheaper than buying a new router.

1. You can always make your own range extender if you have a spare aluminum can.[11]

2. Make sure that your selected range extender will work with your model of router before buying one.
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Buy a new router. As mentioned previously, there's only so much that you can do with old technology. If
your router and/or modem is more than afew years old, buying anew one will almost certainly increase
your Internet speed and reception.

1. Make sure that you check out the next section of this article before spending any money.
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Using Softwar e Fixes
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Update your computer or mobileitem. Y ou should always keep your computer, smartphone, and/or
tablet updated to the most recent operating system, with the exception to this rule being that you should
skip this step if the item is slowing down because of age. To do so, click one of the following links for
your preferred item:

1. Windows
2. Mac
3. iPhone
4. Android
o Windous Eefender Seciity Centrs - o
Advanced scans
2 Run & fulk, custorm or Windows Defender Offling scan.
|o
@ Full scan
Z
Checks all files and running programs on your hard disk, This scan
could take [onger than one hour.
l!lp#
Custom scan
= O
Choose which files and locations you want te check.
i
() Windows Defender Offline scan
Some malicious software can be particularly difficult to remaove from
your device. Windows Defender Offline can help to find and remeove
them wsing up-to-date threat definitions. This will restart your device
2. and will take about 15 minutes.
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Run an antivirus scan on your computer. Sometimes malware or viruses can interfere with acomputer's
ability to access the Internet. Running antivirus software will locate and remove any harmful programs on



your computer.
1. It'sagood ideato run antivirus scans once aweek or so, even if everything seemsto be running
fine.
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Update your Internet browser. An out-of-date Internet browser can result in slow webpage |oad times,
choppy video, and many more symptoms commonly associated with Internet issues. For instructions on
how to do so, click one of the following links:

1. Update Google Chrome

2. Update Firefox

3. Update Safari
Clear browsing data
Basic Advanced
Time range Al time 2
Browsing history
Clears history from all signed-in devices. Your Google Account may have
other forms of browsing history at myactivity.google.com.
Cookies and other site data
Signs you out of most sites. You'll stay signed in to your Google Account so
that your synced data can be cleared.
Cached images and files
4 Frees up 319 ME. Some sites may load more slowly on your next visit.
4,

Clear your browser's cached files. Another aspect of your browser that can cause Internet troubleis the
browser's cache. Cached information allows websites to |oad faster after accessing them once, but it will
also result in errors and connection issues if the website's cache doesn't match the browser's records.[12]



1. Websiteswill be alittle bit slower to load the first time visiting them after clearing the cache; thisis
normal.
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Removetoolbars from your browser. The final component of your browser's performance; if your
browser has several toolbars or add-ons, removing them will speed up your browser.
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Use Google Chrome or Firefox. These two browsers are generally faster than other competitors, and are
available for al platforms, including Windows, Mac, iPhone, and Android.[13]



Try using a VPN. Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) allow you to avoid ISP restrictions by using external
servers. While this usually won't improve your Internet speed if your ISP doesn't restrict or throttle your
connection, using aVPN will prevent your | SP from volitionally slowing down your network.
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Changing DNS Settings on Windows

Open Start



. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen.
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Open Control Panel. Typein contr ol panel ,thenclick Control Panel at the top of the Start
window.



Viewby: Largeicons ¥

Switch the view modeto large icons. Click the phrase to the right of the "View by" heading in the upper-
right corner of the page, then click L argeiconsin the resulting drop-down menu.
1. If the phrase next to "View by" is"Largeicons’, skip this step.
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Click [ Network and Sharing Center . It'son the far-right side of the Control Panel window.




Click [_Change adapter settings J. Thislink isin the upper-left side of the window.

Open your connection's properties. Click the current Wi-Fi connection, then click Change settings of
this connection at the top of the window.



Click [__Internet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/IPv4) ). It'sin the pane that'sin the middle of the Properties
window.

Click [ Properties ). You'll find this button below the pane. Doing so opens a new window.




(®) Use the following DNS server addresses: |

Enter anew DNS addressin each of the boxes. Do one of the following depending on whether you'd
rather use OpenDNS or Google servers.
1. Google— Type 8. 8. 8. 8 intothe"Preferred DNS server” text box, thentype 8. 8. 4. 4
into the "Alternate DNS server” text box.
2. OpenDNS— Type 208. 67. 222. 222 intothe"Preferred DNS server” text box, then type
208. 67.220. 220 intothe"Alternate DNS server" text box.[14]



Click [ OK J. It'sat the bottom of the pop-up window.

Click _Close J. You'l find this at the bottom of the window. Doing so saves and applies your settings.
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Changing DNS Settingson Mac
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Open the Apple menu

. Click the Apple logo in the top-left corner of the screen. A drop-down menu will appear.



. System Preferences... LI

Click [ System Preferences... J. It'sin the drop-down menu.
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Click [ Network J. You'l find this option in the System Preferences window. Clicking it opens a new
window.



Select your connection. Click your current Wi-Fi connection in the left-hand sidebar.

Click [_Advanced... ). It'sat the bottom of the window. Doing so will open yet another window.




How

Click the[ DNS . Thistab isat the top of the window.

Click [ ? ). It'sin the bottom-left corner of the window.



Enter aprimary DNS address. Do one of the following depending on whether you'd rather use
OpenDNS or Google servers:[1°]

1. Google— Type 8. 8. 8.8 and pre&_agum].
2. OpenDNS— Type 208. 67. 222. 222 andpre&_agum].

Click again, then enter a secondary DNS address. Again, do one of the following depending on
the address you initialy chose:

1. Google— Type 8.8.4.4 and press_agum].
2. OpenDNS— Type 208. 67. 220. 220 andpress_agum].



Click __OK J. It'sat the bottom of the window. Thiswill save your DNS settings.

Click _Apply ). Thisoption isat the bottom of the window. Doing so applies your DNS settings to your
network.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to I ncrease Internet Speed” edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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