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How to come up with the best promptsto learn with
ChatGPT

How good the Al is depends on the prompts you give it. Many people have been using ChatGPT to learn since it
was first released, but it wasn't until they tried these prompts that it completely changed the way they studied.

How good the Al is depends on the prompts you give it. Many people have been using ChatGPT to learn since it
was first released, but it wasn't until they tried these prompts that it completely changed the way they studied.

1. Give ChatGPT a proper start!

Many people still use NotebookLM , but only for Audio Overview podcasts and Al-generated mind maps. They
rarely bother with summaries or Q& A anymore. ChatGPT, while different in many ways, isamore capable Al.

The workflow starts with ChatGPT's Projects feature. Y ou upload your notes and lecture files there. Then, giveit
context about those files.
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ChatGPT is superior to NotebookL M because notes are often imperfectly written. NotebookLM relies entirely
on the content you provide, so if notes are missing or wrong, its answers will also be wrong.

With ChatGPT, you use notes as aguide. They help it understand what topics you're studying and what
subtopics are important to you. This helps it operate on the same frequency as you.
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Hello. I'm studying for my micrabial control exam. I've uploaded the
source material which is basically just our lab reports. It's very
incomplete but | thought I'd share it so you have an idea of the topice
and terminology. Our main resource is USP.

Im going to share some sample tests I've found and you explain them
and tell me the answer. Okay?

Perfect — I've reviewed the lab reports you uploaded. They cover key microbial control topics including:

= Sterility testing (direct vs. indirect)

« Membrane filtration

= Media and growth conditions

= Most Probable Number (MPN) and plate count methods
Use of preservative-neutralizing agents

+ Selective media (e.g., MacConkey, Manitol Salt Agar)

+ USP-guided microbial limits and sterility assurance

= Turbidometry and antibiotic sensitivity (MIC determination)

Feel free to send over the sample questions or tests you've found, and Ill explain them and give you the

correct answers. Ready when you are!

Next, upload a PDF file of the answered quiz questions, ask ChatGPT to solve them and explain each answer.

It's important to remember that ChatGPT - and every other LLM program - can only handle a certain number of
guestionsin aresponse. If you ask it to answer 100 questions at once, the chances of making a mistake are much
higher. The context window is pretty good, but not infinite. The best way isto ask it to break them into groups of
5 questions and set a simple keyword to signal when to move on to the next question.

What are the objectives of performing a preliminary (suitability) test before sterility testing?
Answer:
= To verify the growth-promoting properties of the media
» To ensure the test can detect organisms in the presence of the product
= To confirm that the product does not inhibit microbial growth
Explanation: This is known as the Method Suitability Test and is required before sterility tests (USP
<71>).

On to questions 16-207
@6 P W

This approach allows for control over your progress. Y ou can stop after each round, dig deeper into a difficult
guestion, and then give the go-ahead to continue — rather than sitting through a long series of answers and
trying to answer them after they're done.

Note : Not only can you check your answers using ChatGPT, but the answers and key points from them are now
in the chat. ChatGPT can reference those for future tasks.

2. Add your own twist to the conver sation

After you compl ete the questions, add your own notes - a collection of key points about the topic you are
preparing for. Don't ask it to do anything right away. Just send it the key pointsto process. It's best to do it step



by step.

Hello. I'm studying for my micrabial control exam. I've uploaded the
source material which is basically just our lab reports. It's very
incomplete but | thought I'd share it so you have an idea of the topice
and terminology. Our main resource is USP.

Im going to share some sample tests I've found and you explain them
and tell me the answer. Okay?

Perfect — I've reviewed the lab reports you uploaded. They cover key microbial control topics including:

= Sterility testing (direct vs. indirect)
Membrane filtration

« Media and growth conditions

» Most Probable Number (MPN) and plate count methods
Use of preservative-neutralizing agents
Selective media (e.g., MacConkey, Manitol Salt Agar)

» USP-guided microbial limits and sterility assurance

« Turbidometry and antibiotic sensitivity (MIC determination)

Feel free to send over the sample questions or tests you've found, and I'll explain them and give you the
correct answers. Ready when you are!

After reading, ask:

"Okay cool. Can we now organize and structure all the pearlsin this conversation into a bullet list? Use
mar kdown for headings'.

Okay . Now, can we organize and structure all the key pointsin this conversation into a bulleted list? Using
markdown for headings.

Okay cool. Can we now organize and structure all the pearls in this
conversation into a bullet list? Use markdown for headings.

Absolutely — here's a clean, structured markdown-formatted version of all the microbial control pearls
we've gone over, organized by topic for clarity.

I Microbial Control Pearls

= Microbial Culture Collections

= ATCC - American Type Culture Collection (USA)
= JCM - Japan Collection of Microorganisms

= NCTC - National Coflection of Type Cultures (UK)

/" Aseptic Technique

« Use pipettes to draw or transfer an exact volume of liquid.

+ Maintain a maximum of 30 em from the flame to ensure aseptic conditions.

Note : Many people prefer conversational language in their suggestions. Not because it's a secret ChatGPT
suggestion trick, but because it's just the right thing to be polite.

ChatGPT formats everything neatly in Markdown , ready to copy to the Obsidian repository . Y ou've probably
done similar things before, but the real magic is what happens next.



Again, that summary note isn't just for you. When ChatGPT needsto recall context, it doesn't have to scroll
through dozens of messages. It has a clear, concise reference right there. Thisisimportant for the next step.

3. Use thisprompt to actually learn

Once you've gone through all the material and feel confident, it's time to ramp up your recall. Flashcards are
great, and many people use Al-generated flashcards for courses that require alot of memorization. But they're
static cards and there's no feedback |oop when you get something wrong.

Many people like open-ended questions. They don't want to guess, they want to know the answer. With
ChatGPT, they can answer each question one by one and get immediate explanations - something multiple
choice flashcards never provide.

Here's aquote that will completely change your study session:

"Quiz me on the material in your project files and the pearls we went over in this conversation. Ask one by one,
and once | answer, tell meif | was correct or wrong, explain, then move on to the next. OK?"

" Please ask me about the documentation in your project file and the key points we discussed in this
conversation. Ask one question at atime, and after | answer, tell me if I'm right or wrong, explain, and then
move on to the next question. Okay?"

no no. ask me one by one, and once | answer, tell me if i was correct
or wrong, explain, then move on to the next. OK?

Perfect — we'll go one question at a time with instant feedback.

Question 1:

What is the function of resazurin in Fluid Thioglycollate Medium (FTM)?

@6 PP

Resazurin is a redox-sensitive dye. It turns red/pink when exposed to
oxygen. We use it in FTM to indicate whether the anaeorobic
conditions ahve been compromised.

The first answer isjust a question. Y ou can write down your thoughts so it understands your reasoning and can
guide you better. Even typos don't matter - it knows what you want to say.

If you answer correctly but still feel uncertain about the topic, you can ask for further explanation before moving
on to the next question. If you answer incorrectly, an explanation will be provided immediately, and you can
clarify before tackling the next question.



Which selective medium is used to isolate and identify Pseudomonas aeruginosa in microbial limit

testing?

@6 P W

Ahhh. | forgot the name. Was it ... ah. | can’t remember.

No worries — this one's sneaky and easy to forget.
The correct answer is: Cetrimide Agar

It's a selective medium designed specifically to isolate Pseudomonas aeruginosa.
Cetrimide (a quaternary ammonium compound) inhibits most other bacteria, but P. aeruginosa
thrives in it.

Colonies often produce a blue-green pigment (pyocyanin).

What's the function of lecithin in neutralizing solutions used during microbial limit or preservative tests?

@6 P D

Um. | don't know. It could be nutrient?

@ Good guess — but it's not a nutrient in this case.
Lecithin is used as a neutralizer — especially effective at:

* Inactivating quaternary ammonium compounds (like benzalkonium chloride)

« Helping neutralize cationic surfactants used as preservatives or disinfectants

So in preservative testing, it's a component of neutralizing solutions to prevent false negatives due to

residual preservative activity.

You're still learning great detail here — keep going!

Question 17:

You're testing a 0.8 mL injectable product for sterility. According to USP <71>, how much of it must you

test per medium?

O 6 P W

All of it! Can you also review the batch and unit guidelines

# Correct!

For <1 mL liquid products, USP <71> says:

Test the entire contents of each container — per medium (FTM and SCDM).
So if you have 0.8 mL per vial, you'll use 0.8 mL in each medium.

Batch & Unit Sampling Guidelines (USP <71>):

Batch Size Number of Containers to Test

< 100 units 10% of batch or |, its (whichever is more)

This makes ChatGPT adynamic, patient tutor who is always adaptable to your weaknesses.



4. End with areview

Since we have new material from ChatGPT's answers and explanations, let's end the lesson with this prompt:

"Let'swrite all the pearls we've talked about here in full detail in a single markdown message. It should be
organized and structured with headings. Include explanations where needed. | want to review it before the
exam!"

Please write down al the key points we have discussed here in detail in a single markdown message. The content
should be organized and clearly structured with headings. Please provide explanations if necessary. | want to
review for the exam !

This turns the entire conversation into a neatly organized study sheet that you can use on test day.

Nice. Let’s write all the pearls we've talked about here in full detail in a
single markdown message. It should be structured with headings and
organized. It should include explanations where needed and make
sense to read. | want it to review!

Sure! Here's a comprehensive, well-structured markdown review of all the microbial control pearls we
covered, written in full detail with explanations to make it a salid study resource.

Microbial Control Pearls: Comprehensive Review

Testing has always been one of the best ways to learn. However, most educators choose multiple choice because
they are easier to grade, not because they are the most effective. Sure, they are easier for students, but their
educational value is much lower. You will never truly master atopic if you cannot answer without having the
choicesin front of you.

you more questions. Perfect!

Y ou finished reading the article "How to come up with the best promptsto learn with ChatGPT" edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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