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How to Format Windows 8

While you can format any drives connected to your computer in Windows 8, you can't format the drive partition
that actually contains the Windows 8 files. To do this, you'll need to either start an operating system installation
so that the...

Method 1 of 2:

Formatting a Hard Driveto Install Windows 8

S Ettl f g S Results for “backup”

Save backup copies of your files with File

E Restore your files with File History

Backup any important data. Formatting your hard drive will delete everything on it, so make sure that
all of your important files are backed up somewhere safe. Click here for instructions.
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Insert your Windows 8 DVD. The easiest way to format your hard drive isto reinstall your operating
system, which will format the drive in the process. Y ou will need your Windows 8 installation DVD in
order to do this.[1]
1. Note: Thisguide will walk through the steps for formatting and installing Windows 8, but you can
use this method with any version of Windows or Linux. Most versions of both Windows and Linux
have very similar installers that will guide you through the process.

2. If you only have an ISO file for your operating system, click here for instructions on burning it to a
DVD so that you can boot from it.

Shut down

Restart your computer.
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Open your computer's BIOS menu before Windows boots. The key to open the BIOS menu is typically
F2/, F10/, F11,, or D€ . Your computer will display the proper key before Windows loads.
1. If your computer is booting too fast to enter the BIOS, click here for instructions on forcing the
Advanced Startup menu to appear.
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Item Specific Help

iﬁtan Date:

<Tab>, <Shift-Tab®. or
Legacy Diskette A: Enter> selects field.

Legacy Diskette B:

» Primary Haster

» Primary Slave

» Secondary Master
» Secondary Slave

* Keyhoard Features
System Memory:

Extended Hemory: 1047552 KB
5. Boot-time Diagnostic Screen: [Enabled]

Open the BOOT menu in your BIOS. Thiswill allow you to change the order of devices that your
computer tries to boot from.



CO-ROM Drive |

Enter

Set your DVD driveasthe primary drive. Thiswill make your computer try to boot from the DVD first,
allowing you to start the Windows 8 installation.

Setup Confirmation

Save configuration changes and exit now?

Enter

Save your changesand exit the BIOS. Y our computer will reboot.



Press any key to boot from CD or DUD..._

Press any key when prompted to start the Windows 8 installation. The setup program may take afew
minutes to load.

Windows Seil:lp

Bm Windows 8

Install now

Repair your computer

iorosoft Corporaton. Al figis eeserved.

Click the" Install now" button. Thiswill begin the installation process.



Enter the product key to activate Windows

It should be on the back of the box that Windows came in orin 2 message that shows you bought
Wirdows,

The product key loealks like this: X000 00000 00000 X000 0000

Dashes wall be added sutarnatically.

1]

Brivacy statement

Enter your Windows 8 product key. Thisis a 25-character key that is unigque to your copy of Windows.
Y ou will need this key in order to proceed with the installation.

1. You can usually find the key on your installation disc's case, affixed to your computer, or in the
confirmation email for your online purchase.

@ £ Windows Setup
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Upgrade: Install Windows and keep files, settings, and applications
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Click " Custom™ asked what kind of installation you want to do. Thiswill alow you to format your
drive before reinstalling Windows 8.

1. Ingenerd, it isrecommended that you never select an "Upgrade” installation. While this will save
your data and installed programs, it will often lead to errors and software conflicts.



Where do you want to install Windows?
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Select the partition that you want to format for Windows 8. If you are reinstalling Windows 8, select
the drive that currently contains Windows 8.



Where do you want to install Windows?
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Click "Format" . Thiswill format the drive using the NTFS file system, which is the file system used by
the Windows operating system.[Z]

Where do you want to install Windows?
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Click | Next |to proceed with the Windows 8 installation. For more details on installing Windows 8,
click here.

Method 2 of 2:

Wiping and For matting the Drive
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Download DBAN. DBAN (Darik's Boot and Nuke) is afree hard driver eraser that will completely wipe
the entire hard drive containing Windows 8. The hard drive will be empty and need to be either initialized
by another operating system for storage or have an operating system installed on it.

1. Thiswill delete everything on the drive, so make sure anything you need to save has been properly
backed up. Y ou will not be able to use data recovery software on the drive afterwardsto retrieve
anything you forgot.

2. If Windows 8 is your only operating system, you won't be able to use the computer until you install
anew operating system or reinstall Windows 8.

3. Do not use this method if you have a solid state drive (SSD). If you are formatting an SSD, the best
way isto simply reinstall your operating system on it. Do not use traditional data-wiping methods
when trying to completely format an SSD. These can drastically reduce the lifespan and may not
actually remove any data.
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Burn the DBAN image to a blank DVD. DBAN is downloaded in 1SO format, which isadisc imagefile.
Thisalowsyou to burn it to adisc so that you can boot your computer fromit. Y ou can use afree burning
tool like ImgBurn to burn the ISO to adisc. Click here for detailed instructions.

Shut down

Reboot your computer. Y ou will need to open your BIO settings to change the boot order.
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Pressyour BIOS setup key before Windows loads. Thisistypically F2/, F10/, F11/,or De /. Your
computer will display the proper key before Windows loads.
1. If your computer is booting too fast to enter the BIOS, click here for instructions on forcing the
Advanced Startup menu to appear.



Enter

Open the BOOT menu in your BIOS. Thiswill alow you to change the order of devices that your
computer tries to boot from.

Enter

Set your DVD driveastheprimary drive. Thiswill make your computer try to boot from the DVD first,
loading DBAN.
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Exit hisnarﬂing‘ﬂﬁanges

Load Setup Defaults Exit Systen Setup and
Discard Changes save your changes to
Save Changes CHOS .

Setup Confirmation

Save configuration changes and exit now?

Save your changes and exit the BIOS. Y our computer will reboot and DBAN will start.
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Press?Enter! to start DBAN. DBAN will take a few moments to load.
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Usethearrow keysand then press Space to select thedrive you want to erase. If you have multiple
drives, be absolutely sure that you have the right drive selected. Y ou can use the drive sizes to help
determine which drive iswhich.
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Set your wipe settings. There are several settings you can change, but most users can simply leave
everything at default.

1. Press P to open the"PRNG" menu. This stands for Pseudo Random Number Generator, which is
the algorithm used to wipe the drive. There are two different algorithms to choose from.

2. Press M| to open the "METHODS" menu. These are the number of passesthat DBAN will make
over the drive. More passes means a more secure erase, but also significantly increases the time it
will take. If you're just wiping the driveto reinstall, you can choose one of the lighter-security
methods. If you're wiping to erase sensitive data before recycling the drive, select one of the more
secure methods.



3. Press R! to set the number of "ROUNDS'. Thisis the number of times the wipe process will be run.
More rounds means a more secure wipe.

~ Darik's Hoot and Bike 2.2.7 (heta)

- Statiztics -

Pizks and Partitions

I [wipel] ATA[Disk VBDX HARDDISK 1.0 UBDEGd FSfE-cdla9?es

11.

P=PRNGI H=Hethod W=Verify R=Rounds, J=Up K=Doun Space=Select; FISIRA

Press F10 to start wiping thedrive. DBAN will use the methods you picked to begin overwriting all of
the sectors on your drive. Y ou will be able to see the time remaining in the upper-right corner.
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Use or dispose of your newly-wiped hard drive. Now that your hard drive is wiped, you can move on to
doing whatever it is you want to do with it.

1. If you want to reinstall Windows 8 or install another operating system on it, click here. Thiswill
format the drive and install the operating system. If you wiped your only hard drive with an
operating system installed, you'll need to install an operating system before you can use it again.

2. If you want to use the drive as storage for another operating system, click here for instructions on
formatting it for use as storage.

3. If you want to recycle your computer, click here.



4. 1f you want to sell your computer, click here.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Format Windows 8" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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