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How to fix Winget not recognized error on Windows

Sometimes when you run a WinGet command, you may get an error saying that the command is not recognized
asavalid cmdlet, function, or script file.

Windows users often use WinGet to install and manage applications through PowerShell , Command Prompt,
and any other interpreter. Sometimes, when running the WinGet command, you may encounter an error stating
that the command is not recognized as avalid cmdlet, function, or script file. Today's tutorial shows you how to
fix this annoying error and get WinGet working again.

1. Re-register or repair WinGet

One of the biggest causes of this WinGet error is a corrupted or misconfigured Windows Package Manager
installation. If thisisthe case, you can easily fix it by re-registering WinGet, which will reset the installation and
potentially fix any issues that may be occurring.

Type Power Shell in the search box and click Run as Administrator . When the command prompt opens, copy
and paste the following command into PowerShell:

Add- AppxPackage - Regi sterByFam | yNane - Mai nPackage M crosoft. Deskt opAppl nstall er_

2 Administrator: Windows PowerShell

S C:\WINDOWS\system32> Add-AppxPackage
icrosoft.DesktopAppInstaller_8wekyb3d8bbwe |

Deployment operation progress: Microsoft.DesktopAppInstaller 8wekyb3d8bbwe
Processing
[ 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 1

The above command tells Windows to re-register the App Installer from its official Microsoft source, which will
then restore WinGet functionality.

Instead of completely reinstalling, you can repair the existing WinGet package with the following command.


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/system/
https://tipsmake.com/how-to-fix-winget-not-recognized-error-cgfao

Add- AppxPackage - Regi sterByFam | yNane - Mai nPackage M crosoft. Deskt opAppl nstall er

2 Administrator: Windows PowerShell

S C:\WINDOWS\system32> Add-AppxPackage
icrosoft.DesktopAppInstaller 8wekyb3d8bbwe
S C:\WINDOWS\system32>

When executed correctly, Windows will quickly re-register the WinGet application and fix Windows Package
Installer issues like broken shortcuts, missing dependencies or any corrupted registry entries.

2. Enable App execution aliases for Windows Package M anager

In acommand-line context, the name WinGet is the application executable alias name for Windows Package
Manager.

Application execution aliases are essentially shorthand or abbreviated CLI commands. If you disable this feature
for Windows Package Manager, the CLI may not recognize WinGet. This can also happen due to third-party
cleanup tools or system optimizers.

To enable app execution aliases for Windows Package Manager, press Win + | to open the Settings app , go to
Apps-> Advanced app settings and click App execution aliases.

If the toggle for Windows Package Manager Client is Off , switch it back to On .
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Windows 10 users can find the toggle for Windows Package Manager Client by going to Settings-> Apps ->
Apps & Features and clicking the App execution aliaseslink .

3. Verify that you havethe latest version of App Installer

WinGet is part of App Installer, a pre-installed Windows package that allows users to easily install and manage
programs. If App Installer is malfunctioning, it can lead to WinGet errors. To fix App Installer, update from the
Microsoft Store.

Go to the official App Installer download link and click the big blue Download button. It will search your PC
location to download the M SIXBUNDLE file.

v 4 4 > Downloads > v C Search Downloads P
janize ¥ New folder = ~ 0
MR Gallery Name Date modified Ty
@, OneDrive - Pers ~ Today
| Microsoft.DesktopApplinstaller_8wekyb3... 6/25/2025 1:.01 AM
~ Earlier this year
I Downloads
= 2 | Desktop - Shortcut 3/31/2025 818 PM Sh

@l Desktop

N ElaERIMicrosoft. DesktopApplnstaller_8wekyb3d8bbwe

Save as type: | MSIXBUNDLE File

Save Cancel

Now you will see a message that App Installer has been installed. Y ou can click Reinstall , thiswill fix any
missing dependencies.

Otherwise, you'll see the option to update through the Microsoft Store.

4. Reinstall App Installer from GitHub

If updating the App Installer doesn't work, perhaps areinstallation can help fix whatever is causing Winget to
malfunction. To do so, follow the steps below:

Visit the Windows Package Manager GitHub page .

Scroll down to the Assets section and click on the Desktop App Installer MSIXBundle file to download.



github.com/microsoft/winget-cli/releases

@DesktopApplnstallerPolicies.zip sha256:881db988cdc3ac.. (O]
@DesktopApplnstaller Dependencies.jsonsha256: c7a8d97574f fbe.. (i8]
@DesktopApplnstaller Dependencies.txt sha256:35a3896d73ab87.. il
@DesktopApplnstaller Dependencies.zip sha256:6941603530d849... (i8]

@ e53e159d00e04f729cc2180cffd1c02e Liceinslkh.:bcb15118eca7d ... il

@Microsoft.DesktopApplnstaller 8wekyb3ti8his.: 427dsebddcc36e.. il

@Microsoft.DesktopApplnstaller_8wekyb3dghis: 162F45651245Fe.. il

Double-click on the file you just downloaded and click Reinstall in the pop-up window.

App Installer is already installed

Microsoft Store App

Publisher: Microsoft Corporation

Version: 1.26.400.0

Source: C\Users\ t

+ Access your Internet connection

your home or v networks

+ Use your documents library

Follow the remaining instructions to complete reinstalling the App Installer.

5. Create Path environment variable for Winget

When you run aWinGet command in Command Prompt or PowerShell, Windows searches the PATH variable
to find the executable file. In short, this variable maintains alist of directories that contain executable files for
various Windows commands. If PATH doesn't list a directory that contains WinGet executable files, you'll get
an error.

To fix this error, you will have to manually add the missing directory to the PATH variable:

PressWin + R to open Windows Run , type systempr oper tiesadvanced into the text box and click OK . This
will launch the System Properties window .



@ Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: ‘ systempropertiesadvanced w

Cancel Browse...

Sedlect the Advanced tab , then click Environment Variables.

System Properties

Computer Mame Hardware Advanced System Protection Remate

You must be logged on as an Administrator to make most of these changes.

Performance

Visual effects, processor scheduling, memory usage, and virtual memory

User Profiles

Desktop settings related to your sign-in
Settings...

Startup and Recovery
System startup, system failure, and debugging information

Settings...

Environment Variables...

0K Cancel Apply

Select the Path variable, then click Edit to open the Edit environment variable window .



| Environment Variables >

| Uservariables for CHIFUNDO

Variable Value

OneDrive C\Users\CHIFUNDOYOneDrive
C\Users\CHIFUNDO\AppData\Local\Microsoft\WindowsApp...
ChUsers\CHIFUNDOVAppData\Local\Temp |
Ch\Users\CHIFUNDO\AppData\Local\Temp

New... Edit... Delete

System variables

Variable Value

asllog Destinationzg

ComSpec ‘ 3N cmd.exe

DriverData Wi 2\Drivers\DriverData

NUMBER_OF_PROCESSORS

0s Windows_NT

Path CAWindows\system32;C\Windows,C\Windows\System32\Wb...
| PATHEXT COM;.EXE; . BAT;.CMD;.VBS; VBE,.JS; JSE; WSF,..WSH; MSC ‘
| EPES  o ccassng b |

MNew... Edit... Delete

Copy the following file path: % User Pr ofileAppDatal ocalM icr osoftWindowsApps.

In the Edit environment variable window , click New. There, you should paste the file path you copied above,
then click OK to save the changes.



; Edit environment variable x|

%USERPROFILES:\AppData\Local\Microsoft\WindowsApps
C\Users\CHIFUNDO\AppData\Local\Programs\Microsoft V5 Co
%USERPROFILEZ:\ .dotnet\tools

MNew

Edit

Browse...

Delete

Move Up

Move Down

Edit text...

6. Enable App Package Deployment setting in Local Group Policy
Editor
On Windows Pro/Enterprise devices, open Group Policy by typing gpedit.msc into Run.

Navigate to the following path: Computer Configuration -> Administrative Templates-> Windows
Components -> App Package Deployment .



. App Package Deployment

Allow deployment operations in Setting State
special profiles i) Archive infrequently used apps Not configured
Edit policy setting PRIt Allow deployment operations in special profiles Not configured

e i] Allows development of packaged Microsoft Store apps and i~ Not configured
Requirements: iz Allow a Windows app to share application data between users  Not configured
At least Windows Server 2012 i) Allowed package family names for non-admin user install Not configured
Windows 8 or Windows RT - 4

iz, Allow all trusted apps to install Not configured

Description: iz| Prevent non-admin users from installing packaged Windows .  Not configured
This policy setting allows you to iz| Set authorized domains for HTTPS authentication in MSIX str.  Not configured
manage the deployment of i Not allow sideloaded apps to auto-update in the background ~ Not configured
packaged Microsoft Store apps 2 Disabl il | §
when the user is signed in using a iz Disable installing Windows apps on non-system volumes Not configured
special profile. Special profiles are iz, Not allow sideloaded apps to auto-update in the backgroun..  Not configured
the following user profiles, where i) Not allow per-user unsigned packages to install by default {r—  Not configured

changes are discarded after the iz Prevent users’ app data from being stored on non-systemvo_.  Not configured
user signs off.

Roaming user profiles to which
the “Delete cached copies of
roaming profiles® Group Policy
setting applies

R U URUSY - TR T

\ Extended / Standard /

Here you will see aNot configured status for most of the components. The ones we need to focus on in particular
are" Allow deployment operationsin special profiles® and " Allow all Trusted appstoinstall” . Double
click on these entities and in the next pop-up screen, just click Enabled , followed by OK .

7. Fix App Installer cache using various methods

Y ou can fix the cache of many different services. Open Control Panel and go to Programs-> Programs and
Features. Find App Installer inthelist.

If you find the program listed, right-click and select Repair (or Uninstall , then reinstall from GitHub as
described earlier.

Alternatively, you can open Run and type wsreset.exe . Thiswill clear the Microsoft Store cache, alowing you
to run WinGet commands smoothly.

8. Reset Windows PC to factory settings

If al elsefails, there may be a more serious bug or misconfiguration with your operating system. If you're not
sure what to do, resetting Windows to factory settings will help you start over with settings and configurations
that may be affecting Winget. But before resetting your PC , make sure you have backed up your important data,
asit will belost in the process.

Make Winget work again on PC

If you like to set things up in Command Prompt or PowerShell, Winget is an essentia utility. When command
line tools on your PC fail to recognize it, it can slow down Windows performance. By following the
troubleshooting steps above, you can get it working again.

If you are looking for an alternative to Winget, try using Chocolatey to install various applications on your
Windows PC.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to fix Winget not recognized error on Windows" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
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similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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