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How to fix Windows 11 Taskbar not working

The Windows 11 taskbar provides access to frequently used applications, virtual desktops, Start menu, and quick
settings. If the Taskbar stops working, you may have problems navigating your computer.

To quickly fix afrozen or unresponsive Taskbar, open Task Manager and stop the Windows Explorer service.
However, the Taskbar can also stop working due to bad Windows updates, corrupted system files, and problems
with system services. Depending on the problem, you will need to try avariety of solutionsto fix when the
Windows 11 Taskbar stops working or won't load.

1. Restart Windows File Explorer

Task Manager = a X
File Options View
Process: es Performance App history Statup Users Details Services
17% 63% 1% 0% 8%
Name Status CPU Memo Disk Network GPU | GPU engine
% Asana (8) 0.1% 343MB 0MB/s  0.1Mbps 0% GPUO-3D
& Microsoft Edge (59) 66% 1222.1MB 0.1MB/s 0.1 Mbps 0.6%
ﬁ Monitorian (32 bit) 0% 22MB 0MB/s 0Mbps 0%
) Sharex 0% 37.3 MB 0MB/s 0 Mbps 0%
& Slack (6) 0% 61.6 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps 0% GPUO-3D
b4 Task Manager 26% 41.8MB 0.1 MB/s 0 Mbps 0%
‘= Windows Explorer 0% 76.2 MB 0MB/s 0 Mbps 0%
u YouTube Music 0% 0.1 MB 0MB/s 0 Mbps 0%
Background processes (137
[ Adobe Acrobat Update Service (. 0% 0.1 MB 0MB/s 0 Mbps 0%

Windows Explorer isresponsible for how you interact with the Windows 11 user interface. Restarting the
service restarts the GUI process and fixes any temporary glitches that caused the Taskbar to stop working.

Y our screen may flicker momentarily when Windows Explorer restarts. Y our taskbar should start working now.

2. Install and re-register all Windows appsfor all accounts
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The Windows 11 taskbar may stop working due to problems with built-in applications and user accounts. To fix
the problem, you can install and re-register all the pre-installed applications using the PowerShell cmdlet. Doing
so will restore the Taskbar to its normal working state.

Toinstall and re-register all Windows applications:
1. Pressthe Win key and type power shell.

2. Right click on Windows Power Shell and select Run asadministrator .

B admin

Install est Powershell for new features and improvements! https://aka.ms/PSWindows

Deployment operation progress: C:\Windows\SystemApps\Microsoft.Windows.XGpuEjectDialog_cwSnih2txyewy\AppXManifest.xml 1
Deployment operation progress: C:\Windows\SystemApps\Microsoft.XboxGameCallableUI_cw5Snlh2txyemy\AppXManifest.xml 92% Pr
Deployment operation progre \windows\SystemApps\Microsoftwindows.Client.Core_cwSnlh2txyewy\AppXManifest.xml 92% Pr
Deployment operation progri \windows\SystemApps\MicrosoftWindows . UndockedDevKit_cw5Snih2txyewy\AppXManifest.xml 100
Deployment operation progr \windows\SystemApps\NcsiUwpApp_8wekyb3dsbbwe\AppXManifest.xml 92% Processing
Deployment operation progr \Windows\SystemApps\Windows.CBSPreview_cw5nlh2txyewy\AppXManifest.xml 1068% Completed
Deployment operation progr \Windows\ImmersiveControlPanel\AppXManifest.xml 188% Processing

Deployment operation prog: \Windows\PrintDialog\AppXManifest.xml 180% Completed

Deployment operation progr \Pr m—ﬂlgs\mndonsl\pps\ﬂltrn soft.UI.Xaml.2.4_2.420607.9681.6_x6U__8wekyb3dsbbwe\App

Deployment operation progres \Pr u ft VCLibs.140.60_10.6.38764.6_x64__8wekyb3d8bbwe\App
28 activities not shown. | l
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3. In the PowerShell window, type the following command and press Enter :
Get - AppXPackage -All Users | Foreach {Add- AppxPackage -Di sabl eDevel opnment Mode - Rel

4. Now, Windows will try to install and re-register all built-in Windows applications. You'll see ared error
message that the app already exists and cannot be reinstalled. |gnore the message and wait for the process to
complete until you see the following line:

PS C: User sAdni ni strator>

5. Close PowerShell and restart the computer. If you don't want to perform a system reboot, restart Windows
Explorer in Task Manager.

3. Uninstall arecently installed version of Windows Update

If the Taskbar started not working after installing a Windows update, uninstall the update to seeiif it fixes the
problem. Windows feature updates can sometimes damage more than they can fix.

Fortunately, you can uninstall updatesin Windows 11 using the update history feature. Update history shows all
recent updates installed for Windows 11. Y ou may need to dig alittle to find an update that coincides with the
time the Taskbar stopped working. Next, uninstall the update and restart your PC to seeif the Taskbar works

again.



4. Closethe system service causing the conflict
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Problems with some system services, such as searchhost.exe and runtimebroker.exe, can cause the Taskbar to
stop working. You can restart these services in Task Manager to resolve the issue.

To restart system servicesin Task Manager:
1. Open Task Manager.
2. In Task Manager, open the Detailstab in the left pane.

3. Next, locate the following services. Right click on each service and select End Task .

Shel | Experi enceHost . exe Sear chl ndexer. exe SearchHost. exe Runti neBroker. exe

4. After you restart all services, close Task Manager and restart your computer. After the computer restarts,
check if the Taskbar isworking.

5. Enable XAML for the Start menu with Registry Editor

Another great tip to troubleshoot Taskbar not working is to make the Start menu use XAML and address issues
that might cause the menu to stop working.

Thisis an alternative for Windows 10, but it also works on Windows 11. That said, this method involves
modifying the Windows Registry. Incorrectly modifying the registry can cause system crashes. Make sureto
create arestore point and backup the registry before trying the steps below.

To enable XAML for the Start menu using the Registry Editor:
1. PressWin + R to open Run.

2. Typeregedit and click OK . Click Yesif prompted by User Account Control.



3. In Registry Editor, navigate to the following location. Y ou can copy and paste the registry path for quick
navigation:

Comput er HKEY_CURRENT _USERSof t war eM cr osof t W ndows Cur r ent Ver si onExpl or er Advanced

4. Next, in the left pane, right-click the Advanced key and select New > DWORD (32-bit) Value.

Registry Editor = ] x
gistry
File Edit View Favorites Help
ComputertHKEY_CURRENT_USER\SoftwaretMicrosoft\Windows\ CurrentVersion\Explorer Advanced
¥ Explarer Mame Type Data
i :;ie”t . ] Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
~ ancel
- WORD 0xDO0D000D (0
! Starth Collapse ©)
H Autoplayt New > Key
BamThrot Find... :
)‘ BaunerSte String Value
5 BitBucket Delete Binary Value
CabinetSt Rename DWORD (32-bit) Value
> 2 €D Burnir oot QWORD (84-bit) Value
% ElDOpth i Multi-5tring Value
¥ CLSID Permissions...
> CombDlg3: Expandable String Value
> 7 Desktop Copy Key Name JWORD 0x0000000D (0)
> Discardab Go to HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE YWORD 0% 00000000 (0)
- ExtractionWizard | ReindexedProfile  REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
» _ FeatureUsage 5| SeparateProcess  REG_DWORD 0x0DO0DO0D (0)
» - Filekxts {|ServerAdminUl  REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
2 HideDesktoplcons |ShellMigrationL... REG_DWORD 000000003 (3)
Eogofibtats owCompColor REG_DWORD Dx0000000T (1)
i ;TWR"-;':W |ShawlnfaTip REG_DWORD DxDO00000T (1)
’ Wi %] ShowStatusBar  REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
L odyle
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5. Rename the value to EnableXamlStartM enu.

6. Next, double-click the newly created EnableXamlStartM enu value to modify it.

B Registry Edito =
File Edit View Favorites Help
Carnputer\ HKEY_CURRENT_USER! Softwarel Microsoft\Windows\ CurrentVersion\ Explorer\ Advanced
v T Explorer Name Type Data
el 4 ShellMigrationLevel REG_DWORD 0x00000003 (3)
viEmaciancel ShowCompColor REG_DWORD x00000001 (1)
AU::;E:::: e ShowlnfoTip REG_DWORD xD0000001 (1)
o kot 3] ShowStatusBar REG_DWORD 0xD0000001 (1]
3 BaRneiStame: '-’_-'-:J ShowSuperHidden REG_DWORD 000000000 (0)
> Edit DWORD (32-bif) Value X ;ﬁ-mgig 2']%; g
T | REG_DWORD 00000000 (13)
> ©1 EnableXam StartMenu o 000001, (5}
| == REG_DWORD 0xD0D0000T (1]
S e ik REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
4 L ?Hmdec"“"' .. REG_DWORD x00DDODOD (0)
> it REG_DWORD x00000000 ()
- REG_DWORD 00000001 (1]
> Cancel REG_DWORD 0xDOD0DDOD (0)
> B L =T REG_DWORD 0xD0D00D00 (0}
» L HideDesktoplcons %4 TaskbarStatel astRun REG_BINARY 15 3e 08 64 00 DO 0D DO
- Logorsiate 74 WebView REG_DWORD xD0000001 (1]
[ ReGAly 4 WinXMigrationLevel REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
> DT Hes [ EnablexamiStarthenu REG_DWORD 0x00000000 (0)
> Madules

7. Enter Oin the Value data field and click OK to save the changes.

8. Close Registry Editor and restart the PC.

6. Run System File Checker and DISM



Windows has a number of command-line utilities that restore and repair the system. For example System File
Checker (SFC) can scan your system for missing or corrupted files and repair them.

Alternatively, you can also use the Deployment Image Service Management (DISM) utility to repair a damaged
Windows system image and restore your Windows without reinstalling the operating system.

If the Taskbar doesn't load due to file system corruption, run the DISM utility to repair the Windows image first.
Next, run System File Checker to fix problems with protected system files. Both processes may take awhileto
complete.

7. Perform a system restore

Y ou can use arecent system restore point to restore your PC to an earlier point when the Taskbar was working
properly. A restore point helps you restore the Windows operating system when a driver, feature or application
update crashes the system.

To use arestore point, make sure you've set up your PC to create arestore point automatically. The restore point
affects system files and applications, and your data will not be affected in the process.

Y our system may reboot afew times while the system restore is in progress. L eave the system in standby mode
and wait for the process to complete. When the system reboots, you will see a success message. If not, try again
with the same restore point or adifferent restore point if available.

8. Create a new usaer account

Corrupt user profiles can cause some system functions to stop working. To fix the problem, create a new user
account and try accessing the Taskbar.

Y ou can create new user accounts in Windows 11 from Settings, using the User Accounts, Command Prompt
and L ocal Usersand Groups dialog boxes . Next, log in to your new user account and check if the Taskbar is
up and running.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to fix Windows 11 Taskbar not working" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.

© 2019 TipsMake.com


https://tipsmake.com

