
TipsMake > System >

How to fix the error of not being able to open
HandBrake on Windows

HandBrake is a powerful video transcoding tool packed with many useful features. This tool converts videos
from various source formats to MP4 or MKV and resizes them accordingly.

It takes time and effort to master HandBrake, but once you get the hang of it, you'll never look back.

However, like any software, HandBrake can experience technical problems. If you're having trouble opening
HandBrake on your Windows system, see this guide.

1. Check system requirements

If you're having trouble opening HandBrake on your Windows computer, be sure to check the system
requirements first. The computer must meet minimum hardware and software prerequisites to run HandBrake
properly. Here is a brief overview of HandBrake system requirements:

1. Processor : Choose a system equipped with an Intel Core i3 processor or higher. Additionally, AMD FX or
APU 2014+ can serve the job effectively.

2. Memory : The amount of free memory required will vary depending on the video resolution you are
transcoding. For standard definition video (480p/576p), a minimum of 512MB is required. High definition
video (720p/1080p) requires at least 1.5GB, and to transcode ultra high definition video (2160p 4K), make
sure your system has 4GB or more free memory.

3. System Memory : The HandBrake app itself requires a minimum of 100MB. However, you should have
2GB or more of storage available to process and store your new videos.

4. Screen resolution : Your system must support a minimum screen resolution of 1024x768. If you are using
impression scaling, this request will increase proportionally.

 

If your Windows system meets these specifications, HandBrake will operate smoothly.

2. Restart the computer

If the system requirements match, restart your Windows computer and relaunch HandBrake. This process will
delete temporary files and terminate background processes that may interrupt HandBrake functionality.
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Although it seems simple, this first step often resolves the problem, saving you from having to troubleshoot
further.

3. Try running HandBrake with admin rights

HandBrake requires admin rights to perform some of its functions. So, if restarting your computer doesn't help,
run HandBrake with admin rights. Here's how:

1. Press Win + D to access the desktop.
2. Right click on the HandBrake icon and select Run as administrator .
3. If UAC appears on the screen, click Yes to continue.

After following these steps, launch HandBrake and transcode the video. If it works, then to avoid this problem in
the future, set the application to always run with admin rights on Windows.

4. Update HandBrake to the latest version

If the problem persists and you can't open HandBrake, update the app to the latest version. HandBrake
developers regularly release updates that fix bugs and improve performance.

To update HandBrake to the latest version, download the installation file from the official website. Here's how:

1. Download HandBrake.

2. Next, navigate to the Downloads folder or to the location you set up for downloading.

 

3. Double-click the installer file to launch the HandBrake setup wizard. If prompted, click Yes .

4. A window may appear asking you to confirm the action. Click Yes and follow the prompts in the installation
wizard. Just click the Next button a few times and then select Install .



5. Once the installation is complete, you may receive a prompt to create a shortcut. Make sure this box is
checked and then click Finish .

After performing the above procedure, launch HandBrake and check if it works.

You finished reading the article "How to fix the error of not being able to open HandBrake on Windows"
edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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