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How to fix Network discovery isturned off error on
Windows 10

Can't enable Network Discovery to share files and folders between devices? Follow the following 5 ways to fix
Network discovery isturned off error for the fastest and most accurate fix.

Network Discovery is a useful feature that you often use to share files and folders between devices. But, maybe
for some reason you can't turn this feature on. So in this article we discuss some ways to fix the error.

What is Networ k Discovery?

Network Discovery is afeature in Windows 10 that allows users to discover other devices on the same network
connection (provided that the other devices also have the feature enabled). It is mainly used to share files and
folders between different devices. It also supports sharing printer usage for print jobs around the office.

When enabled, this feature makes the IP address and other information public on the local network. As aresult,
anyone who connects can access the files and folders on the computer. However, permissions and folders can be
customized by the owner.

Thisis aconvenient method to share files and documents when you are working in an office environment.

II. How to fix theerror can't turn on Network Discovery

Restart the computer

While using the computer, some services may malfunction and need to be restarted. Restarting the computer
ensures a fresh start with related services and features. Therefore, the basic step to solve the problem isto restart
the system, then check if the problem is resolved or not?

Choose the appropriate sharing mode

Windows 10 offers 2 different profiles used for networks, Private and Public profiles.

These profiles provide their own level of security, if you set the network profile to Public, the security is higher.
That may affect turning on the Network Discovery feature. So try to configure it as Private and enable Network
Discovery again.

Step 1: Click the Wi-Fi icon in the bottom right corner of the screen.

Step 2: Select Propertiesin the network your device is connecting to.
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Step 3: In the Network profile, select Private.

Network profile

O Public

Your PC is hidden from other devices on the network and can't be used
for printer and file sharing.
@ Private

For a network you trust. such as at home or work. Your PCis
discoverable and can be used for printer and file sharing if you set it up.

Step 4: Now you click the back arrow in the top left corner of the window. Applying thiswill take you to
Network Settings.

Step 5: Click the Status tab in the left column, then select Network and Sharing Center on the right.
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Step 6: The Network and Sharing Center window appears, click Change advanced sharing settings on the | eft.



Network and Internet » Network and Sharing Center
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ﬁ. Set up a new connection or network

Set up a broadband, dial-up, or VPN connection; or set up a router or access point.

Step 7: In the Advanced sharing settings window, expand the Private section, check the box Turn on network
discovery, and Turn on automatic setup of network connected devices.

Change sharing options for different network profiles

Windows creates a separate network profile for each network you use. You can cheose specific options for
each profile.

Private (current profile)

Network discovery

When network discovery is on, this computer can see ather network computers and devices and is
bl t ther nebaork ronter:

(® Turn on network discovery
[ Turn on automatic setup of netwark connected devices.
O Turn off network discovery

File and printer sharing

When file and printer sharing is on, files and printers that you have shared from this computer can
be accessed by people on the network.

O Turn on file and printer sharing
@® Turn off file and printer sharing

Guest or Public

Step 8: Click the small Save changes button at the bottom to save the changes.

Now you check if the problem isresolved or not. If not, continue with the methods below.

Start related services

The services required to enable the Network Discovery feature need to be running in order for other devices to
be able to access your computer. Follow the steps below to ensure that the related services are working.

Press Windows + R to open the Run dialog box, then you type Services.msc and press Enter.
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Here are 4 services that you need to

pay attention to:



UPnP Device Host

Function Discovery Resource Publication
SSDP Discovery

DNS Client

Let's start with UpnP Device Host, right click on it and select Properties.
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In the General tab, expand the Startup type section and select Automatic. Then click Start.



UPnP Device Host Properties {Local Computer) X

General |Log On
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Display name: UPnP Device Host

Descrintion: Allows UPnP devices to be hosted on this computer. a
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You can specify the start parameters that apply when you start the service
from here.
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Click Apply and OK to save the changes.
When you return to the Services window, do the same for the services listed in Step 2.

Restart the computer when finished.
Firewall settings

To make sure that Network Discovery is allowed through the Windows Firewall, make some of the following
settings:

Step 1: Press Windows + R to open the Run dialog box, type control and press Enter. Thiswill open the Control
Panel.
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Step 2: Select Small iconsin the View by section, then click Windows Defender Firewall.
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Step 3: In the left area, click Allow an app or feature through Windows Defender Firewall.
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Step 4: Click Change settings. Then, you check the 2 boxes Private and Public next to Network Discovery.



Allow apps to communicate through Windows Defender Firewall
To add, change, or remove allowed apps and ports, click Change settings.
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Step 5: Click OK when done and restart the computer.

Reset Networ k Stack

Step 1: Enter cmd in the search box and run Command Prompt as administrator.

Apps  Documents Web  More ¥
Best match
- Command Prompt
App
Apps
Command Prompt

[E] Microsoft Visual C++ 2015 x64.cmd > App
[%] Microsoft Visual C++ 2015 x36.cmd >
search the web = Open
£ omd - See web results > l- L Run as administrator
Settings (1) Il Open file location

13 Pin to Start

3 Pin to taskbar
£ omd

Step 2: Run the following commands in turn.
ipconfig /release

ipconfig /flushdns

ipconfig /renew

netshint ip reset

netsh winsock reset



-+ to complete this action.

sock reset

to complete the reset.

When all the commands are executed, please restart the computer and the error should be resol ved.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to fix Network discovery isturned off error on Windows 10" edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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