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How to Enable Regedit

This wikiHow teaches you how to enable access to the Registry Editor on a Windows computer. Whether your
Registry Editor has been disabled by an administrator on your school network or avirusis preventing you from
opening it, there are a...

Method 1 of 5:

Using Run

Open Start
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. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen.

£ run

Type run into Start. Thiswill search your computer for the "Run" app.



| © Filters

Best match

Run
Desktop app

Search suggestions

/D run - See web results

Click [ Run . It'sat the top of the Start window. Run will open.
1. If you're on acomputer where Run is disabled, you won't be able to open Run.
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Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
=/ Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: Regedit

Browse...

O Type here to search

Type regedi t intoRun. Thisisthecommand to open the Registry Editor.



j Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: | Regedit

[ o

Click [ OK J. Doing so will run the Registry Editor open command. If the Registry Editor prompts you

for permission and then opens when you click Y es, your problem isfixed.
1. If the Registry Editor doesn't open, you'll need to try another method in this article.

2. If you receive a pop-up window that says "Registry editing has been disabled by your
administrator”, you'll need to edit your Group Policy settings. Thiswill only work if you control the

Group Policy Editor on your network.
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Running a Security Scan
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Disable any third-party antivirus programs. Third-party antivirus programs—that is, any antivirus
program that isn't Windows Defender—can cause several different problems with your computer. Because
of this, disable al antivirus protection that isn't Windows Defender before continuing.

Firefox

aD

Google

Chrome

Open Start

. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen.



£ windows defender security b
L windows def&ader security essentials >
R windows defender security S
download
2 windows defender security center S
download
2 windows defender security system >
P windows defender security settings >
3. 2 wir':dows defender security center S
wiki

L windows defender securjty Center

Type wi ndows defender security center intoStart. Thiswill searchyour
computer for the Windows Defender application.
1. On some versions of Windows, this may show up simply as Windows Defender instead.

B 0O @

Best match

Windows Defender Security Center
Trusted Microsoft Store app

Settings
0 Windows Defender Security Center
Search suggestions

O windows defender secur - See web
results

O windows defender security center

Click [ Windows Defender Security Center |. It'sawhite shield on agrey background. You'll seeit at
the top of the Start window.




Click the shield icon. Thisiconisin the upper-left corner of the Windows Defender page.
1. When expanded, thisoptionis called Virus & threat protection.

Click [ Advanced scan ). It'salink below the Quick scan button in the middle of the page.
1. On some versions of Windows Defender, click the Home tab instead as there is no Advanced Scan
section.




@ Full scan

Checks all files and running pragrams on your hard disk. This scan
could take langer than one hour,

Make sure" Full scan” ischecked. Click the circle to the left of "Full scan" at the top of the page if it
isn't already filled in.

Click [ Scan now ). It'sin the middle of the page. Windows Defender will start scanning your computer
for malicious software that might be preventing Registry access.



Advanced scans

0] Run full, custom, or Windows Defender Offline scan.
| 9, Mo threats found. "
Full scan running...
& [#]

Time elapsed: 00:00:10
1570 files scanned

= Cancel

sk Feel free to keep working while we scan your device.

wiki

Wait for the scan to complete. If anything malicious turns up during the scan, Windows Defender will
alert you and give you the option of removing the dangerous items.
1. If this scan doesn't find anything, repeat the scan with "Windows Defender Offline scan" checked
instead of "Full scan" checked.
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Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

— /]

Open: i Regedit

Cancel Browse...

O Type here to search

Try to open Registry Editor. Once the scan completes, open Start, typein r egedi t , and press?
Enter . If the Registry Editor still doesn't open, you'll need to try a different method.
1. You may need to restart your computer before you can access Registry Editor after the scan.

Method 3 of 5:

Using Command Prompt



Open Start

. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen.



Type command pr ompt
menu.

Right-click

£ command prompt

into Start. Thiswill bring up the Command Prompt icon in the Start

O &
Best match

Command Prompt
Desktop app

Search suggestions

£ command prompt - See web results
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Command Prompt. It's at the top of the Start window. A drop-down menu will appear.
1. If your trackpad doesn't have a right mouse button, use two fingersto tap the trackpad instead.

5 e Filters

Best match

Command Dramnt

Des! 05 Run as administrator
Search sug. [} Open file location

/O comn = Pin to Start >

-3 Pin to taskbar
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Click [ Run as administrator J. It's an option in the drop-down menu.
1. If you aren't an administrator on this computer, you won't be able to complete this method.



User Account Contral

.g:han?gg_s\tu yﬁu r.-_dem_cez?,-

- Windows Caommand Processor

Verified publisher: Microsoft Windows

Show more details

Yes

Click [ Yes )when prompted. Doing so will open Command Prompt in Administrator mode.

he r:ape;al.mn n_omr.ﬂF-Led \Lu_re«_.Tu]h

Awindowshsystem3z>_

Enter the Registry refresh command. Type r eg add

"HKCUSof t war eMi crosoft W ndowsCurrent Ver si onPol i ci esSysten’
/'t Reg dword /v Disabl eRegistryTools /f /d 0 intoCommandPrompt,
then press ? Enter .



= Minimize

O Maximize

C: \W1 sy pem32>reg
stem” gword /v Dis

AC : \Windows\system32>_

Close Command Prompt. Y our command should have re-enabled the Registry Editor.
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Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

—

Open: Regedit

Cancel Browse...

O Type here to search
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Try to open Registry Editor. Open Start, typein r egedi t , and press ?Enter . If the Registry Editor
doesn't open, proceed to the next step.



Windows PowerShell

Windows Powershell (Admin)

Task Manager

Settings

File Explorer Sign out

Search Sleep

Run Shut down

las
9. Shut down or sign out >

Desktop

Restart your computer. Open Start, click the Power icon

, and click Restart. Once your computer finishes restarting, you can try opening Registry Editor again.
1. If Registry Editor still won't open, you may be able to use a script to force it to open.
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Using Group Policy Editor

Firefox

oD

Google

Chrome

Open Start

. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen.



£ group policy editor] g

Type group policy editor intoStart. Thiswill search your computer for the Group Policy
Editor program.

| 2] Filters N/

Search indexing was turned off.
Turn indexing back on.

Best match

Edit group policy

Control panel

Search suggestions

£ group policy editor - See web results

Click the[ Group Policy Editor Jicon. It's at the top of the Start menu. Group Policy Editor will open.
1. On some versions of Windows it may read Edit group policy instead.




Double-click [ User Configuration ). Doing so will expand this item to display the folders below it.
1. Skipthisstepif User Configuration is aready expanded.
2. If you don't see this option, first double-click the L ocal Computer Policy item at the top of the
Sidebar.

Click [ Administrative Templates ). Thisfolder is near the bottom of the User Configuration list of
folders.




Double-click [ Prevent access to registry editing tools . You'll find thisitem on the right side of the
window.
1. You may haveto scroll down to find it.




Click __Apply J,thenclick __OK . These are both at the bottom of the window. Doing so should re-
enable Registry Editor on your computer.
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Ef’f Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: I_R_e_ged]t

Browse...

O Type here to search

Try to open Registry Editor. Open Start, typein r egedi t , and press?Enter . If Registry Editor
opens, you have successfully bypassed the Group Policy Editor restrictions.
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Using a Virtual Basic Script
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Open a new Notepad document. Open Start, type not epad in, and click the blue Notepad app.
Thiswill open a new Notepad document.



| N Tt Doseismant - Mozepad

File Edfit Farrmat View Hels
PLELIT ERPLICIT
dm WSHShell, n, MySox, p, t, mustboot, errmum, vers
im enab, disab, jobfunc, itemtype
et WSHShell = Wicript.Createfbject("Wicript.Shell™)
= “HECU\Software\Microsoft \Windows \CurrentVersion\Policies\System\”
= p & "DisableregistryTools™
tentype = “REG_DWORD"
ustboot = "Log off and back om, or restart your pc to” & vbCR & “effect the changes”
nab = "ENABLED™
isab = "DISABLED™
obfune = “Registry Editing Tools are now *
= “confirmation®
rr.Clear
n Error Resume Next
= WSHShell . RegRead (p)
n Error Goto @
renum = Err.Nusber
f errnum <> @ then
5H3hell.Reghrite p, @, itemtype
nd If
T =8 Then
=]
2. SHshell.Reghrite p, n, itemtype
wbox = MsgBox(jobfunc & disab & vbCR & mustboot, 4896, t)
lself n = 1 then
=8
SHshell.Reghrite p, n, itemtype
ybox = MsgBox({jobfunc & enab & vbCR & mustboot, 4896, t)

wiki

Copy thefollowing codeinto the Notepad document:

Option Explicit

Dim WSHShell, n, MyBox, p, t, mustboot, errnum, vers

Dim enab, disab, jobfunc, itemtype

Set WSHShell = WScript.CreateObject("WScript.Shell™)

p = "HKCU SoftwareMicrosoftWindowsCurrentV ersionPoliciesSystem”
p =p & "DisableRegistryTools'

itemtype ="REG_DWORD"

mustboot = "Log off and back on, or restart your pc to" & vbCR & "effect the
changes"

enab = "ENABLED"

disab = "DISABLED"

jobfunc = "Registry Editing Tools are now "

t = "Confirmation”

Err.Clear

On Error Resume Next

n = WSHShell.RegRead (p)

On Error Goto 0

errnum = Err.Number

if errnum > 0 then

WSHShell.RegWrite p, 0, itemtype

End If

[fn=0Then

n=1

WSHShell.RegWrite p, n, itemtype

Mybox = MsgBox(jobfunc & disab & vbCR & mustboot, 4096, t)
Elself n=1then




n=0

WSHShell.RegWrite p, n, itemtype

Mybox = MsgBox(jobfunc & enab & vbCR & mustboot, 4096, t)
End If

m_?] New Text Document - Notepad

‘File Ecit Format View Help

Option Explicit

Dim WSHShell, n, MyBox, p, t, n
Dim enab, disab, jobfunc, itemt
Set WSHShell = WScript.CreateOt
p = "HKCU\Software\Microsoft\Wi
p = p & "DisableRegistryTools™
itemtype = "REG_DWORD"
mustboot = "Log off and back or

— NeErramn Eedl wiki

Click [_File ). It'sinthetop-left side of the Notepad window.

mj New Text Document - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help

Mew Ctrl+N
Open... ctrl+0 30x, p, t, mustbe
Save Ctrl+S Pfu Q) itemtype
Pl ptihtreateObject
icrosoft\Window:

Page Setup... SEPuToele"
Print... Ctrl+P %D" y

4 Exit and back on, or

enab = "ENABLED"
disab = "DISABLED"

Anhfiimne — "DAamdetmar CAT+HTna TEE\I“’F i

Click [__Save As... ). Thisoption is near the top of the File drop-down menu.



Select a save location. Click the Desktop folder on the |eft side of the Save As window.

Enter Regi stry Editor. vbs asthefilename. Do thisinthe "File name:" field.



Select afiletype. Click the drop-down box next to "Save as type:”, then click All Files. Thiswill save
your document in the correct file format.

Click [_save J. It'sin the bottom-right corner of the Save Aswindow. Thiswill create your file.



licies\System\"

" & vbCR & "effect the changes"

wiki

Close Notepad. Click the X in the top-right corner of Notepad to do so.

MNew Text
Document

I O Type here to search

Double-click the VBSfile. Doing so will prompt the script to run.
1. Thisscript will switch the registry editor's disabled/enabled setting. Do not run it a second time, or
the registry editor will be disabled again.
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Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

=/

Open: | Regedit

Browse...

O Type here to search

Try to open Registry Editor. Open Start, typein r egedi t , and press ?Enter . If the Registry Editor
till won't open, you may need to take your computer into a tech department to have a professional look at
it.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Enable Regedit” edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides.
Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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