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How to edit configuration filesin Ubuntu

Configuration files on Ubuntu are stored in subdirectories of the /etc directory as text files and can be edited with
atext editor.

Configuration files contain information necessary to control the operation of the program. Linux users,
especialy Linux administrators, need to know how to edit configuration files to maintain Ubuntu server or
desktop. Configuration files on Ubuntu are stored in subdirectories of the /etc directory as text files and can be
edited with atext editor. Some examples of configuration files are /etc/hosts, host.conf, hosts. resolv.conf,
/etc/networ ks, syslog.conf , etc. in Linux-based operating systems.

To change the configuration, you need to open the file with atext editor and edit the file. The following article
describes several waysto edit configuration files in Ubuntu. The steps described in this guide have been tested
on Ubuntu 22.04, but should work on other versions of Ubuntu as well.

Using Gedit Editor

Gedit is the default text editor of the GNOME desktop environment. It supports tabs so you can open different
filesin multiple tabs. Gedit Editor is a ssmple and easy text editor compared to other available text editors.

To edit the configuration file in atext editor, launch Terminall by pressing Ctrl+Alt+T . Then type the
command below with sudo privileges:

$ sudo gedit /path/to/filenane

Replace /path/to/filename with the actual path of the configuration file you want to edit. When prompted for a
password, enter the sudo password.

The following example edits the file /etc/r esolv.conf

tin@ubuntu:~5 sudo gedit /etc/resolv.conf
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Gedit Editor islike Notepad editor in Windows operating system. As soon as the editor window opens, you can
start typing or editing without entering any mode. When you're done editing, press Ctrl + Sto save thefile.
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resolv.conf

# Third party programs must not access this file directly, but only through the
# symlink at /etc/resolv.conf. To manage man:resolv.conf(5) in a different way,
# replace this symlink byga.siéatie,file or a different symlink.

# See man:systemd—reso'l\red.-service(:-gﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁ?about the supported modes of
# operation for /fetc/resolv.comf. T

#

nameserver 127.0.0.53

options edns@

earch localdomai
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Using the Nano editor

Nano is the simplest and most powerful built-in editor in many Linux distributions. Y ou don't need to learn the
Nano editor before using it, and you don't need to remember the commands either. They are displayed at the
bottom and can be activated with the Ctrl key. For example, to save thefile, press Ctrl+O.

To edit any configuration file, ssimply open a Terminal window by pressing Ctrl+Alt+T . Navigate to the folder
containing the file. Then enter nano followed by the name of the file you want to edit.

$ sudo nano /path/to/fil enane

Replace /path/to/filename with the actual path of the configuration file you want to edit. When prompted for a
password, enter the sudo password.

tin@ubuntu:~5 sudo nano fetc/resolv.conf
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Y ou can now edit and make changes in the configuration file using the Nano editor.

tin@ubuntu: ~

File Edit View Search Terminal Help
GNU nano 2.9.3 etc/resolv.conf

nameserver 127.0.0.53
options edns@®
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After editing, press Ctrl+O to save and Ctrl+X to exit the editor.



Using the Vim editor

The Vim or Vi editor a'so comes pre-installed with most Linux distributions. It has no prompts or display
controls, which can be a bit more difficult for beginners. However, once you get the hang of the basics, you'll
find Vim a quick and powerful editing tool. Using Vim, you can edit and view multiple filesin one session.

To open afilein the Vim editor, open a Termina window by pressing Ctrl+Alt+T . Then enter vi with sudo
privileges followed by the name and file path as follows:

$ sudo vi /path/to/filenane

Replace /path/to/filename with the actual path of the configuration file you want to edit. When prompted for a
password, enter the sudo password.

tin@ubuntu:~S sudo vi fetc/resolv.conf

Femped = P I e FRRE e R .
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Then edit the file with the Vim editor. Note that when the editor opens, you will enter Command mode. Here are
some steps to edit filesin Vim editor:

1. Toedit afile, press| from the keyboard to enter Insert mode, where you can make edits just like aregular
editor.

When finished editing, exit this mode by pressing Esc. It will bring you back to normal mode.

To save thefile, type :w in Command mode

To exit the editor, type :q in Command mode

To combine the above actions, type :wq to save and exit simultaneously.

akown

tin@ubuntu: ~

File Edit View Search Terminal Help

cAdetai b abbit the supported
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Y ou finished reading the article "How to edit configuration filesin Ubuntu" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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