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How to Edit APK Files

ThiswikiHow teaches you how to edit the contents of an APK file. To edit the filesinside, you'll need to
decompile (and then recompile) the package using APKtool on a computer. Editing APK files requires
knowledge of Java, aswell asthe...
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Installing APK T ool

| Java Platform, Standard Edition

Java SE 12.0.1
Java SE 12.0.1 is the latest release for the Java SE Plattorm
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= Orache JDK Licenss
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= Cerified System Configurations

= Readme

Loeking for Oracle OpenJDK builds?

= Oracle Customers and ISVs targeting Oracle LTS releases: Oracle JOK is Oracle's
1. supported Java SE version for customers and for developing, testing, prototyping or
demonsiraling your Java applications

= End users and developers looking for free JDK versions: Oracle OpenlDi offers the
same features and performance as Oracle JOK under the GPL license

To Learn more about these aptions visit Oracle JDK Releases for Java 11 and LE'tIL"wiki

Install Java Development kit. It is available for download at
https://www.oracle.com/technetwork/javaljavase/downl oads/index.html.
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Android Stedio provides the fastest tools for building apps on every type of Android device.
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Install Android SDK. You also need to install Android Software Development Kit (SDK) to decompile
and recompile APK files. The easiest way to install Android SDK isto download and install Android
Studio from here.
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Createa new folder on your desktop. Thisisthe folder you will save the APKTool and your APK files
to. Use the following stepsto create a new folder.

1. Right-click ablack space on your desktop.

2. Select New' and then Folder'.



How

Renamethefolder " APK" . To rename afolder, right-click on the folder and click Rename. Then type
APK to rename the folder.
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7 Download the "apktool.jar" file. Use the following steps to d
e Go to hitps:/libotpeaches.github.io/Apktool/ in a web brows:

« Click Download below the latest version under St

Right-click thislink and click [ Save link as ). Thisopens afile browser you can use to select a place
to save the apktool.bat file to.
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Navigate to the APK folder and click [ Save J. Usethefile browser to navigate to the APK folder you
just created on your desktop. Open the folder and click Save. This saves the apktool .bat file to the APK
folder.

News

= 03 Mar 2019 - Apktool v2.4.0 Released
Details / Download

= 05 Sep 2018 - Apkiool v2.3.4 Released
Details / Download

* 26 Apr 2018 - Apktool v2.3.3 Released
Details / Download

= 07 Apr 2018 - Apktool v2.3.2 Released
Details / Download

« 26 Dec 2017 - Apktool v2.3.1 Released
Details / Download

s 21 Sep 2017 - Apkfool v2.3.0 Released
Details / Download
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Download the" apktool.jar" file. Use the following steps to download apktool.jar:

1. Go to https://ibotpeaches.github.io/Apktool/ in aweb browser.
2. Click Download below the latest version under "News".
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Renamethefile" apktool.jar" . Thefile you download likely hasthe version number in the file name.
You can remove that by right-click thefileand clicking Rename. Then simply type apktool asthefile
name. Thefull file name should be" apktool.jar" . By default, your downloaded files can be found in
your " Downloads' folder.
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Copy apktool.jar tothe APK folder. After you finished renaming the file, right-click it and click Copy
or Cut. Then open the APK folder you created on your desktop and right-click inside. Click Paste. This
will paste the "apktool jar" fileinside the APK folder.[1]
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Decompile the APK
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Copy the APK filetoyour APK folder. APK files are available to download from various websites. Y ou
can also retrieve an APK from your Android device by connecting it to your computer using a charging
cable and unlocking the device. Navigate to the Downloads folder on the device and copy and paste an
APK fileinto the APK folder on your Windows Desktop.
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Open the Windows search bar and type c¢md . The search bar isusually located to the right of the
Start menu.
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Navigate to the APK folder at the command prompt. Y ou can open afolder inside of the command
prompt by typing cd followed by the name of the folder. For example, if you are in the default
"C:UsersUsername>" when you open the command prompt, you can open your desktop by typing cd
deskt op .If you copied the APK folder to your desktop, you can then open the APK folder by typing
cd apk . Itshould say "C:usersusernamedesktopapk>" next to the prompt.
1. If your APK folder is saved to another location, type cd  next to the command prompt to return
totheroot "C:" drive. Thentype cd followed by the full path of the APK folder.
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Type apkt ool if followed bytheAPK file name. Thisinstals the framework for the app.
1. For example, if the name of your APK fileis"my-first-game.apk” you would type apk i f
my-first-game. apk inthecommand prompt.

Type apkt ool d followed by the APK filename. This decompilesthe APK file. The contents of
the APK file will be placed in a separate folder of the same name asthe APK filein the APK folder. You
can now edit the decompiled APK files. Y ou may need some coding skills to edit certain files within the
folder.
1. Following the same example above, you wouldtype apkt ool d my-first-
game. apk inthecommand prompt.
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Recompilethe APK
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Open the Windows sear ch bar and type cmd . The search bar is usually located to the right of the
Start menu. After you finish editing the files within the APK file folder, you will need to recompile the
folder back into an APK file.
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Command Prompt )in the search results. It has an icon that resembles a black screen with awhite
cursor on it.
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Navigateto the APK folder at the command prompt. Y ou can open afolder inside of the command
prompt by typing cd followed by the name of the folder. For example, if you are in the default
"C:UsersUsername>" when you open the command prompt, you can open your desktop by typing cd
deskt op .If you copied the APK folder to your desktop, you can then open the APK folder by typing
cd apk .Itshould say "C:usersusernamedesktopapk>" next to the prompt.
1. If your APK folder is saved to another location, type cd next to the command prompt to return to
theroot "C:" drive. Thentype cd followed by the full path of the APK folder.

\Desktop\APK:>apktool b my-first-game.apk

Type apkt ool b followed by thefolder name of the APK you want to recompile. This
recompiles the folder into an APK file. The newly compiled APK file can be found in the "dist" folder
inside the decompiled APK folder that Apktool created.
1. For example, if the app you are working on is called "my-first-game.apk™, you would type
apktool b my-first-game. apk inthecommand prompt.



Createanew folder called " Signapk"” on your desktop. To create a new folder on your desktop, right-
click anywhere on your desktop and click New. Then click Folder. Right-click the new folder and click
Rename. Then type "Signapk" as the new folder name.
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Copy the newly compiled APK intothe" Signapk"” folder. The newly compiled APK can be foundin
the "dist" folder of the uncompiled APK folder in "Apktool" folder. Right-click the APK and click Copy.
Then, navigate back to the "Signapk” folder and paste the APK file inside the folder.
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Extract the contents of SignApk.zip into the Signapk folder. This extracts the "certificate.pem” file, the
"key.pk8" file, and the "signapk.jar" into the "Signapk™ folder.
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Navigate to the " Signapk" folder in the command prompt. To navigate to the Signapk folder in the

command prompt, type cd  toreturnto theroot directory. Thentype cd followed by the full path of
the Signapk folder directory.

1. If you created the Signapk folder on your desktop, the full path is most likely
" C:usersusernamedesktopSignapk>"
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Type java -jar signapk.jar certificate.pem key. pk8
[apkfil ename] . apk [apkfil ename]-si gned. apk inthecommand prompt.
Replace "[apkfilename]” with the actual name of the apk file you want to sign. This creates a new signed
APK filein the Signapk folder. Use thisfile to install the software on your Android system.[z]
1. For example, if the app you are working on is called "my-first-game.apk”, you would type ava
-jar signapk.jar certificate.pem key. pk8 my-first-
game. apk my-first-game-signed. apk inthecommand prompt.



Y ou finished reading the article "How to Edit APK Files' edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides.
Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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