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How to Dye Sola Wood Flowerswith Acrylic Paint

Solawood flowers are becoming increasingly popular as a materia to make long-lasting bouquets, centerpieces,
and other crafting projects. They're made of wood from the sola pith plant, so they're not actually alive-growing
flower at...

Mixing the Paint

1. Pick acolor scheme and purchase acrylic paintsfor your project. Acrylic paints can be found at any
local art storein avariety of colors. While you could absolutely dye your solawood flowers a myriad of
different colors, choosing complementary shades and hues may make a more cohesive arrangement.
Especially if you're dyeing these flowers for something like a centerpiece or a wedding bouquet, consider
some of the following color combinati ons:[2]

Light pink and burgundy

Light green and dark green

Burgundy, navy, and cream

Light yellow and burnt orange

Dark purple and gold

Whatever colorsyou love! Thisisyour craft and you have the freedom to get creative and explore

any color combinations you like.
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About Acrylic Paint: If you aren't positive what colors you want to use, buy smaller 2 ounces (57 g)
bottles so you can experiment before committing to a color and buying a larger bottle. Y ou could also buy
aset of acrylic paints, which would allow you to mix colorsto create a custom hue.[3]

2. Put on clothesyou don't mind getting dirty and set up your workstation. The paint can get pretty
drippy with this project and you'll most likely be using your hands to dip and turn the flowers, so wear
something that'll be okay if it getsalittle paint on it. Lay down newspaper or paper towels over your
workstation to protect the surface.

1. If possible, it's best to work on on alarge, flat surface. You'll need room for your flowers, the actual
work area, and drying.

3. Fill asmall bowl with 1 cup (240 mL) of water and 1 to 2 ounces (28 to 57 g) of paint. Keep in mind
that the ratio of water to paint is adjustable, depending on how deep or light you want the saturation of
color to be. After you dye your first flower, you'll get anideafor if you should add more water or more
paint to your bowl.[4]

1. Make sureto shake the bottle of paint well before adding it to the water.
2. Use separate bowls for each color, or do one color at atime and wash out the bow! between uses.
3. Use disposable bowlsif you don't want to worry about cleaning up afterward.

4. Stir thewater and paint together to createthe dyefor your flowers. Use afork to gently swish the
water back and forth. Be sure to scrape the bottom of the bowl to get any paint that had settled. Y ou can
stop mixing once you no longer notice any darker strands of paint in the water.[°]
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1. While acrylic paint is non-toxic, it's still not agreat ideato risk ingesting it. Use a disposable fork,
%] keep a special fork with your art supplies so it doesn't go back into rotation to be used with food.

Achieving the Right Color

1. Dip and flip the flowersto completely saturate them with the dye. Do one flower at atime. Pick it up
and gently place it bloom-side-down in the bowl. Flip it over and rotate it around so that each side gets
evenly[ %ol ored. The flowers are super absorbent, so each one shouldn't take more than 30-60 seconds to
finish.

1. You candothisal by hand! The acrylic paint will easily wash off your skin with soap and water. If
you don't want to get paint on your hands, wear gloves.

2. Separatethe petalsby hand and dip the flower again if it looks squished. Because solawood flowers
arefairly delicate, they can sometimes get alittle squashed in transport. After dipping the flower the first
time, [%?ntly pull back the petals to open up the bloom and then dip it again to make sure every part of it is
dyed.

1. Asyou work with the flowers, you'll get afeel for what you need to do to ensure each oneis
completely saturated.

3. Adjust the paint or water levelsto achieve the perfect shade. Adding more water will create a lighter
color, and adding more paint will create a deeper one. Y ou can re-dip aflower that has already been dyed,
too, to give it a deeper shade.[%]

1. If you're practicing for something special, keep track of your ratios by measuring how much paint or
water you add to get to a specific color. Y ou don't want to achieve the exact right shade and not be
ableto createit again!

4. Consider hand-painting your flowersfor a morewhimsical look. Thisisagreat option if you like atie-
dyed appearance. Take asmall paintbrush and dip it into the paint. Carefully paint around the edges of
each petal in the bloom. The color will be the deepest right at the edge and will then bleed lightly toward
the center of the flower.[10]

1. You could alternate colors on each layer of petalsfor acool effect.

Drying the Flowers

1. Spacetheflowersout by drying them in an empty egg carton. It'll take awhile for the sola wood
flowersto dry, and it'simportant they not press up against each other or they could get stuck together. Cut
an egg carton in half so the bottom and top are detached, and place aflower in every other spot as you
finish dyeing them.[11]

1. Cutting the carton is half is only important if it seems like the top might flip over onto the flowers
while you're getting them settled.

2. The egg carton can aso help hold the flowers in shape while they dry.

3. You can save the carton to use with other craft projects.

2. Useatray lined with parchment paper for an alternative drying method. Parchment paper will keep
any paint residue from getting onto your baking tray. Simply space out the flowers as you finish dyeing
them so that they're not touching, and place the tray in a safe, out-of-the-way place.[1]

1. After the flowersaredry, just throw away the parchment paper and you're good to go!

3. Let theflowersdry untouched for 24 hours. Because the solawood flowers are so porous, it takes a

while for them to dry. Avoid putting them near heat sources to speed up the drying process, though.



Simply leave them on a counter or somewhere they won't get disturbed.[13]
1. If you're working in batches, use masking tape and a marker to mark down the time each one will be
finished so you don't forget.

4. Storeyour flowersin awarm, dry placeto keep them in great condition. Once your flowers are done,
you can move on to complete your craft! To safely store your dyed solawood flowers, try to keep them
away from wet, moist, or damp areas.[14]

1. Solawood flowers make beautiful bouquets, flower arrangements, gifts, and other crafts.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Dye Sola Wood Flowerswith Acrylic Paint" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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