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How to draw messy hair for characters in
anime/manga

Drawing anime hair is basically not difficult. In the tutorial below, let's learn with TipsMake.com how to draw a
more specific hairstyle, which is tangled hair for characters in anime and manga.

Drawing anime hair is basically not difficult. In the tutorial below, let's learn with TipsMake.com how to draw
a more specific hairstyle, which is tangled hair for characters in anime and manga .

Messy hair is quite common in anime and is often one of the most defining features of a character's personality.
This tutorial will take the example of drawing messy hair for a female character.

It is recommended to use a pencil and start drawing thin & fuzzy lines first to easily erase later. You can
highlight them before drawing the shadow.

Step 1: Draw the outline of the head & shoulders
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Before drawing the hair, sketch the head, neck and shoulders first. You'll want to draw the entire head even
though large parts of it will eventually be covered by the hair. . Doing so will easily create the right volume for
the hair and avoid making mistakes.

Step 2: Draw vertical hair on the forehead



Like every other anime hair drawing tutorial, the bangs will be divided into 3 parts to make the drawing process
more manageable. In this example, that part is drawn with red, green and blue strokes but you can draw with a
regular pencil.

Start by drawing the front part of the hair a little longer in the middle and shorter on the sides.

Draw hair in large curls, curling in different directions to create a messy look.

Step 3 - Draw the hair along the sides of the head

 

Draw the sides of the hair embracing the shape of the head. Draw a small clump of hair on each side that wraps
around the ear and splits it at the end.

Step 4 - Draw the hair at the top & back of the head



On the top/back part of the hair, draw the curl in the shape of the head going down, then widening around the
ears.

Next, draw a little crease in the form of wavy lines running between the shoulders and the lower part of the head.
Then, add a string of small clumps running along the outside of the hair. This detail is especially important in
creating messy hair.

You can then erase the top/bottom hair sections where the curls were added.



 

After finishing, you can also erase the parts covered by the hair on the head to make the drawing look neater.

Step 5 - Sketch the hair highlights

Before shading the drawing, you can sketch a series of small highlights running along the forehead and side hair.
These are meant to show the light reflected off the smooth surface of the hair and give the hair a shinier look.



Alternatively, you can simply create highlights when shading, or add them on top of the shading if drawing
online (in a new layer).

Step 6 - Add shadows to complete the anime drawing of messy hair

The first step in the shading process is to darken the entire hair area with gray (or your favorite color).



In this example, the shadows will be placed where they would appear in normal lighting conditions such as
outdoors during the day or a well-lit room. Darken the shadow more than usual, but not too bold.

 

The biggest shaded area will be the background/inner part of the hair around the neck (blue in the picture). You
can highlight it first.

Next add some shadow to the front part running along the bottom and sides of the curl.



Add some shadow to the sides of the hair in the same way as you did on the front part.

Finally, add a little shadow on the lower part of the side curls at the base and top.

It's done! Good luck!

You finished reading the article "How to draw messy hair for characters in anime/manga" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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