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How to Download Windows M edia Center

Windows Media Center was Microsoft's media PC interface, and allowed you to record live TV, manage and
playback your media, and more. Media Center has been discontinued, but you can still get it for Windows 7 or
8.1. If you areusing...

Method 1 of 3:
Windows 10

1. Understand the process. Windows Media Center has been discontinued, and is no longer supported by
Microsoft. Because of this, it is not possible to install Windows Media Center the traditional way you
would do so in Windows 10. Y ou can use the following steps to get Windows Media Center up and
running, but be prepared for issues and qui rks.H
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Download the necessary files. You'll need arepacked version of Windows Media Center created by
enthusiasts. Y ou can download the file here, or you can search for
W ndowsMedi aCenter 10. 0. 10134. 0v2. 1. rar and download it from atrusted site on the list
of results.
1. You will need the ability to open RAR filesin order to extract the files. Y ou can use the trial version
of WinRAR or the free 7-Zip to open RAR files. See How to Open RAR Files for more information.
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Extract thefolder. Use your RAR extraction program to open and extract the files. Place it on your root
system drive (usually the C: drive).

Open thefolder you extracted thefilesto. Y ou should see several files here.
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Right-click on _Test Ri ght s. cnd and click " Run asadministrator” . A command prompt window
will appear and start installing automatically.
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Right-click on | nst al | er. cnd and select " Run asadministrator” . Another command prompt
window will appear. Y ou'll be prompted to exit the window once installation is complete.
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Run Windows Media Center. Y ou should be able to launch Windows Media Center by searching for it
on the Start menu, or by looking in the "Windows Accessories’ folder.
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Download additional codecs (if necessary). Some users have reported issues playing all of their files due
to missing codecs. If thisisthe case, you can install codec packs from various sources online. Look for the
"Shark" codec pack for Windows 10 and 8.1. It will add MKV, AVI,, MOV, and other codec support.[z]
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Windows 8.1



Understand the process. Windows Media Center was not included in Windows 8 when it was released,
and is only available in the Pro version of Windows 8.1. It is not included in the standard version of 8.1,
which means you'll need to upgrade to Pro in order to use Windows Media Center. Thisis the only legal
way to get Windows Media Center on Windows 8.1
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Upgrade Windows 810 8.1, if necessary. You'll need Windows 8.1 in order to install the Pro Pack or
Media Center Pack, which allows you to run Windows Media Center. The upgrade to 8.1 is free, and you
can get it from the Windows Store. See How to Download the Free Windows 8.1 Update for detailed
instructions on upgrading Windows 8 to 8.1.
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Deter mine which pack you need. There are two different packs that give Windows 8.1 access to Media
Center, and the pack you'll need depends on which version of Windows you have. Press ? Win + Pause! to
see your version.
1. Pro Pack ($99) - This updates the standard Home version of Windows 8.1 to Windows 8.1 Pro, and
also includes Windows Media Center.
2. Media Center Pack ($9.99) - This update is for Windows 8.1 Pro users, and adds Windows Media
Center to Windows 8.1 Pro.
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Purchase the upgrade. Y ou can buy the upgrade pack directly from Microsoft, or you can buy akey from
aretailer from places like Amazon and Best Buy.
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Add the new pack key to Windows 8.1. Once you have the key, you can enter it in Windows so that your
upgrade can be downloaded and installed.

1. Press?Win and type "add features'.

2. Select "Add features to Windows 8.1".

3. Choose "l aready have a product key".

4. Enter the key into the field.

Wait for your filesto beinstalled. After entering the key and accepting the terms, the upgrade files will
be downloaded and installed. Y our computer will automatically restart once the installation is complete.
Once your computer restarts and you receive confirmation that installation is complete, you can launch
Windows Media Center from the Start screen.[3]
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Put off upgrading to Windows 10. All Windows 8.1 users are being offered a free upgrade to Windows
10, but if you rely on Windows Media Center you may want to avoid the upgrade. Windows Media Center
has been discontinued, and is not available on Windows 10. Y ou can use the workaround at the top of this
article, but you may not be able to get it to work properly. For now, consider sticking with Windows 8.1.
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Windows 7

View basic information about your computer

Windows edition

Windows 7 Ultimate
Copyright @ 2009 Micro

System
Rating: Retrieving system rating
1 Processor: AMD AG-4400M AP with Radean(tm) HD Graphics 269
Installed memory (RAKN):  1.00 GB
System type: 32-hit Operating System

Pen and Touch:

Me Pen or Touch Input is available for this Displaﬁy
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Ensureyou havethe correct version of Windows 7. Media Center is available for free for all versions of
Windows 7 except Starter and Home Basic. If you have either of these versions, you'll need to upgrade to
at least Home Premium in order to get access to Media Center.



1. You'll need to purchase an upgrade key if you want to upgrade your version of Windows 7. These
usually cost around $100, but may be hard to find now that Windows 7 is getting older. Thisisthe
only legal way to get Windows Media Center in the Starter or Home Basic versions of Windows 7.
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Open the Control Panel. If you have a supported version of Windows 7, but can't open Windows Media
Center, it may likely be disabled during installation. Y ou can start enabling it from the Control Panel,
which you can open from the Start menu.
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Click "Programs' or " Programsand Features'. Thiswill open alist of all of the programs installed on
your computer.
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Click " Turn Windows features on or off". Thiswill open alist of al of the Windows features that have
been enabled or disabled. Y ou will need administrator access to open thislist.
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Turn Windows features on or off (7]

Te turn a feature on, select its check box. To turn a feature off, clear its
check bo. A filled box means that only part of the feature is turned on.
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Expand the" Media Features" option. Y ou should see three different options when you expand it:
"Windows DVD Maker", "Windows Media Center", and "Windows Media Player".
1. If you only see "Windows Media Player”, you have either Windows 7 Starter or Home Basic. It is
not possible to legally get Windows Media Center in these versions. You'll need to upgradeto a
version of Windows 7 or 8.1 that supports Windows Media Center.
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Turn Windows features on or off @

To turn a feature on, select its check box. To turn a feature off, clear its
check box. A filled box means that only part of the feature is tumed on.
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Check the Windows M edia Center box. Click "OK" to begin installing the feature. This may take
several minutes to compl ete.
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Launch Windows Media Center. After being enabled, you can find Windows Media Center in your Start
menu. If you can't find it, type "Windows Media Center" into the search field.
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Avoid upgrading to Windows 10. If you rely on Windows Media Center, you may want to put off the
free upgrade to Windows 10. Microsoft has terminated the Windows Media Center project, and it is no
longer supported in Windows 10. There is a workaround available outlined at the the top of this page, but
it resultsin limited functionality.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Download Windows M edia Center" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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