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How to Delete Your Usage History Tracksin
Windows

This wikiHow teaches you how to clear the app usage history, File Explorer history, search history, and Internet
browsing history on a Windows computer. Right-click the taskbar. The taskbar is the bar at the bottom of the
screen. Doing s0...

Part 1 of 7:

Deleting App Usage History

Right-click the taskbar. The taskbar is the bar at the bottom of the screen. Doing so invokes a pop-up
menu.
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Click [ Task Manager ). It's near the bottom of the pop-up menu.
1. Alternatively, press Ctrl +? Shift + Esc..

¥ Task Manager

File Options View
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Resource usage since 30/08/2017 for current user account,
Delete usage history
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Click [__App history ). Thistab isat the top of the Task Manager window.




Delete usage history

Click [ Delete usage history J. It'salink near the top of the window. Doing so will reset the usage clock
for each app on your computer to zero.

Part 2 of 7:

Clearing File Explorer History

Open File Explorer



. Click the File Explorer app icon, which resembles afolder, in the taskbar at the bottom of the screen.
1. Youcanasoclick Start




,typein fil e expl orer ,andclick File Explorer at the top of the Start window.

Click [ View ). Thistabisin the top-left section of the File Explorer window. Y ou should see atoolbar
appear at the top of File Explorer.

Click [ Options . It's a box-shaped icon in the upper-right side of the File Explorer window. Doing so
opens the Folder Options window.
1. If clicking Options prompts a drop-down menu, click Change folder and sear ch optionsin the
drop-down menu before you proceed.



Click [ Clear ). It'sinthe "Privacy" section toward the bottom of the window. Doing so will remove
your recent searches from the File Explorer.
1. If you pinned any folders or files to the File Explorer, they won't be cleared. Y ou can remove a
pinned folder or file by right-clicking it and then clicking Unpin from Quick access.



[ Show recently used Hes in Chick access
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Consider hiding your future search history. To do so, uncheck both the " Show recently used filesin
Quick Access' and "Show recently used foldersin Quick Access' boxesin the "Privacy” section. Doing so
will prevent future searches from appearing in the File Explorer.

Click [ OK J. It'sat the bottom of the Folder Options window. Y our File Explorer history should now be
clear.

Part 3 of 7:

Clearing Start Search History
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Click Cortana's Sear ch box. It'son the left side of the taskbar, just right of the Windowslogo. The
Cortana window will pop up.
1. If you don't see this option, right-click the taskbar, select Cortana, and click Show sear ch box
before you proceed.
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. It'son the left side of the Cortana window. Doing so will open Cortana’s settings in the window.
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Click the[ Permissions & History Jtab. You'll find this option on the left side of the window.




Click [ Clear my device history ). It'sin the middle of the window. Doing so clears your computer's
Cortana search history.

Click [ Search history settings ). Thislink isbelow the "My search history" heading. Clicking this link
opens a Bing page with all of your searches listed in chronological order.
1. You must be connected to the Internet in order to view this page.




View and delete search history [4

Click [ View and delete search history . It'sateal button near the top of the Bing page.

[ Clear activity

Click [ Clear activity J. Thislink ison the far-right side of the page.
1. You may first have to sign into your Microsoft account by clicking Sign in in the top-right corner of
the page and then entering your email address and password. If so, click the Activity history tab
near the top of the window before you proceed.




If you clear your search history:

@ Bing and other Microsoft products and services might have difficulty providing
you with tailored experiences, such as showing you recommendations based on
your search historny

We'll have a harder time improving on the search results, recommendations, and
other personalized experiences that we provide for you.

[D If you want to stop your search history from being saved, you can always open
an InPrivate window in Microsoft Edge.

Are you sure you want to clear your search history?
You won't be able to recover or restore this data,

8.

Don't clear Clear
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Click [ Clear ]Jwhen prompted. Doing so will remove any web results from your Start search history.

Part 4 of 7:

Clearing Internet History on Chrome

m 0o @

Bt

Goagle Chrome

i

o Qo0 - See web cetulls
2 google
2 google chrome
R google maps
B gocgle docs
R google drive
Apps
B Groove Music
1. Falders
Documents

store

2 google Cheams

Open



Google Chrome. Click or double-click the Chrome app icon, which resembles ared, green, yellow, and
blue sphere.

Click [ ? ). Thisicon isin the top-right corner of the Chrome window. Clicking it will prompt a drop-
down menu.



Select [ More tools . It's near the bottom of the drop-down menu. Selecting it opens a pop-out menu.

Clear browsing data..  Ctrl=Shift=Del

Click [ Clear browsing data... J. It'snear the top of the pop-out menu. Y our browsing history page will
open.




Select atimerangeto clear. Click the "Time range" drop-down box at the top of the menu, then click a
time (e.g., Last hour for which you want to delete your browsing history.
1. Selecting the beginning of time will delete al the recorded browsing history.

Browsing history

Download history

B

Makesure" Browsing history" and " Download history" are checked. Both of these categories make
up your browsing history.



Clear data

= How

Click [ CLEAR DATA . Thisisablue button at the bottom of the window. Clicking it will promptly
clear your browsing and download history.

Part 5 of 7:

Clearing Internet History on Firefox

Open Firefox. Click or double-click the Firefox app, which resembles a blue globe with an orange fox
wrapped around it.



Click [_? ). It'sin the top-right corner of the page. A drop-down menu will appear.

Click [ Library J. Thisoptionisin the middle of the drop-down menu.



Click [ History ). It's near the top of the menu.

Click [ Clear Recent History... . Thisis near the top of the menu. Clicking it opens a pop-up window.




Select atimerangeto clear. Click the "Time range to clear" drop-down box, then click atime span (e.g.,
Last Hour).
1. Selecting Everything in the drop-down menu will ensure that all of your history is cleared.

Click the" Details" drop-down icon. It's adownward-facing arrow to the left of the "Details' heading. A
menu will appear.



Browsing & Download History ||
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Check the" Browsing & Download History" box. You'll find this at the top of the menu.
1. You can uncheck every other box in this menu if you please.

Click [ Clear Now ). Thisoptionisat the bottom of the menu. Doing so clears your Firefox history for
the selected time range.

Part 6 of 7:

Clearing Internet History on Edge



B Microsart Edge

Open Microsoft Edge. Click the Microsoft Edge app icon, which resembles a dark-blue box with awhite
"e" onit (or, in some cases, adark-blue"e").
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Click [_? ). Thisoption isin the top-right corner of the Edge window. Clicking it prompts a drop-down
menu.



Scroll down and click [ Choose what to clear ). This button is beneath the "Clear browsing data"
heading.




Make sure" Download History" and " Browsing History" are checked. Y ou can check other items
here as well, but these two items must be checked in order to clear your Edge history.

Click [_Clear . It'sin the middle of the menu. Doing so will delete your Edge browsing and downloads
history.

Part 7 of 7:

Clearing Internet History on Internet Explorer
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Open Internet Explorer. Click the Internet Explorer app icon, which resembles alight-blue "€" icon.
2. Click " Settings'

. Thisoption isin the top-right corner of the Internet Explorer window. Doing so prompts a drop-down
menul.



Select [ Safety . You'll seethisicon near the top of the drop-down menu. Clicking it will prompt a pop-
out menu to appear.

Click [ Delete browsing history... J. It'sat the top of the pop-out menu.




Make sure" History" and " Download history" are checked. These two options will ensure that you
clear all aspects of Internet Explorer's history.

Click [ Delete ). It's at the bottom of the window. Thiswill clear your Internet Explorer browsing
history.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Delete Your Usage History Tracksin Windows' edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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